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November is quickly coming to a close, as are the words of the Prophet Ezekiel. Lord, 

speak to us through this ancient prophet. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, November 18: Ezekiel 35 – I am the Lord… 

Twice God reveals that the big reason for the punishment on Edom was so they would know 

“I am the Lord” (9 & 15). 

God’s desire and the trajectory of God’s will in history is for people to know that God is and 

that He is the Lord.  

For the last two hours I have been in a prayer meeting in NYC. The Church of the City offers 

prayer 4 hours a morning, 5 days a week (for more check out pray.nyc). I heard about it through 

a blog I listen to called, This Cultural Moment. During the first hour they pray the New 

Testament. The morning I was there and we prayed Hebrews 1. The second hour was 

intercession for revival in the NYC. I was spiritually blessed to be in a room filled with 30 

‘young’ people passionate and motivated to pray... through scripture and for the city, for revival, 

for people to know the Lord.  

Maybe, just maybe, by God’s grace and their prayers for NYC, people in the city will grow 

to know the Lord and not have to face some disaster, like Edom, to learn God’s lesson, “I am the 

Lord.” 

The thought came to me, ‘God, what more should I be doing so that people might know that 

You are the Lord?’ This question is burning in me right now... where will the Lord lead???  
Speak. Lord, I am listening. Show me, Lord, places where I have become complacent in faith and faith-action. 

Lord, when You do speak-and You will, -provide me with whatever I will need to act upon and follow through on that 
which You speak and ask of me. Give me strength, wisdom, determination and fortitude to follow Your leading and to 
keep on following as long as You lead. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, November 19: Ezekiel 36 –For the sake of God’s name… 

All too often when I read Scripture, I view things as if they revolve around me (or at least we 

humans). God does ‘xyz’ for us. As if we are the motivating and activating focus of scripture and 

God’s life. 

Actually putting this thought in print helps me see how ego-centric I am... as if God lives for 

me!!! 

I was shaken out of my ego-focused world by verse 22-23:  

“Therefore say to the Israelites, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: It is not for your 

sake, people of Israel, that I am going to do these things, but for the sake of my holy name, 
which you have profaned among the nations where you have gone. I will show the holiness of my 

great name, which has been profaned among the nations, the name you have profaned among 

them. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Sovereign LORD, when I am 

proved holy through you before their eyes (22-23, bold mine). 



Yes, Israel is the beneficiary of God’s work of restoration, but Israel’s benefit is a sidebar to 

the glory that it will bring to God’s name. God’s intent is the holiness of His name. I know this, 

but I am realizing how easy it is to corrupt this truth. 

The Westminster Catechism’s first Q&A go like this: What is the chief end of man? Man's 

chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.   

There you have it. Our chief end, my chief end, is to glorify God. How simple and yet life re-

orienting is this truth. 

Life is not about me... The goal of my life is not wealth or power or a ‘good life;’ it is my life 

glorifying God. If sickness or health helps me glorify God so be it. If poverty or wealth helps me 

glorify so be it. My life best lived is to bring glory to God... 
Lord, help me glorify Your name in all I do, in who I am... Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, November 20: Ezekiel 37 – Jesus brings peace…  
I was attracted to the phrase covenant of peace in verse 26. 

I immediately thought of the night Jesus was born and the angel’s pronouncement, “Glory to 

God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14).  

This launched me on a journey of peace thanks to Jesus in the New Testament. 

My mind flipped to Jesus’ Words whenever He appeared to the disciples after the 

resurrection, Peace be with you (Luke 24:26, John 20: 19, 21).  

My next stop was Romans 5:1: Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

Then came Ephesians 2:14 For he himself [Jesus] is our peace, who has made the two 

groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility…. Finally I came to 

Colossians 1:19-20: For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him 

to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross. 

There were other peace places I could have gone, but this was my journey. 

I realized Jesus is the mediator of God’s covenant of peace. And the way to find peace is to 

live in Jesus. 

I am so thankful God found me and showed me the way of peace in Jesus.  
Now I pray that God will allow me the honor of being His spokesperson and sharing with others the message and 

reality of peace that others can find in Jesus. Empower me, Lord, to be a spokesperson for You. In Jesus’ name I pray. 
Amen.   

 

 

Thursday, November 21: Ezekiel 38 - Hallelujah! For the Lord God Omnipotent 

Reigneth … 

At the mention of Gog and Magog my thoughts turned immediately to John’s Revelation 

chapter 20:8 where Gog and Magog are again mentioned. Revelation 20 depicts the final climatic 

battle between the Lord and evil where God ends the devil’s run forever. Following defeat of the 

devil, God establishes His eternal kingdom. At that time the words of Ezekiel 38:23 become true, 

eternally true. And so I will show my greatness and my holiness, and I will make myself known in 

the sight of many nations. Then they will know that I am the LORD.’  

On that day foretold in Revelation the entire world will know that the Lord is God. 

What a glorious day that will be God, Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit will establish a new 

heaven and new earth and all who believe in and follow Jesus will live with the Lord for eternity. 



I sat and pondered the conclusion of time. As I sat the Halleluiah Chorus of Handle’s 

Messiah flooded my mind. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.  
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 
The kingdom of this world 
Is become the kingdom of our Lord, 
And of His Christ, and of His Christ; 
And He shall reign for ever and ever, 
For ever and ever, forever and ever,  
 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
And Lord of lords, 
And He shall reign, 
And He shall reign forever and ever, 
King of kings, forever and ever, 
And Lord of lords, 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

This is such a masterful piece of music, with a powerful message. God wins… Hallelujah! 

When I have opportunity to teach on Spiritual Warfare, I love to use the Hallelujah Chorus as 

an undergirding piece of music. Handel captures God’s victory in a stirring fashion. 

I sit here today ruminating on God’s victory and the joy I have in knowing God now through 

Jesus and the delight I have to live in His abundant life now and even more when His final 

victory comes. 
Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Amen.  

 

 

Friday, November 22: Ezekiel 39 – Declare God’s glory… 

This was a dry read for me devotionally. I struggled to connect with the Gog and Magog 

thing. One verse did act as a springboard for me devotionally. Verse 21: I will display my glory 

among the nations, and all the nations will see the punishment I inflict and the hand I lay on 

them. 

I thought, God is displaying His glory because Israel is not declaring His glory.  

Ever since I attended Urbana back in 1976, Psalm 96 has held a special place in my heart. 

Declare His Glory was the Urbana theme that year and Psalm 96:3 its’ foundational text. Psalm 

96:1-6:  

Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.  

Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.  

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.  

For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods.  



For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens.  

Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary.  

Declare his glory among the nations.... that is what we are to be about. Israel in the Old 

Testament and now the Church today, we are to declare the glory of God to the world. 

It is easy to become lax on this unless I personalize my responsibility to declare God’s glory. 

I declare God’s glory when I live a changed life and allow people to see that I am living now 

for Jesus.  

I declare God’s glory when I work to the best of my abilities and allow people to see that I 

am working now for Jesus. 

I declare God’s glory when I worship with God’s family and allow people to see that I 

prioritize worship and being part of God’s visible family, the Church. 

I declare God’s glory when I give sacrificially to God’s kingdom work, while I do not flaunt 

this before others, God knows that I am laboring and supporting His kingdom work and those 

efforts are touching people for Jesus.  

I participate in declaring God’s glory when my church prays for countries around the world 

every week asking for an outpouring of God’s spirit upon the church’s life and witness in those 

countries. 

I declare God’s glory every time I live as salt and light in my arenas of life and influence, so 

that others will see my good works and praise my Father in heaven (see Matthew 5:13-16). 

As a Christ-follower my life is to declare God’s glory... 
Lord, may this be so.  
Lord, I need the indwelling work of Your Spirit to have the power and ability to declare Your glory. Pour out 

Your Spirit upon me that I might be Your glory declarer in my family and with friends, associates, neighbors, 
coworkers and world. In Jesus’ name and for Your glory I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, November 23: Ezekiel 40 – Good news is for sharing… 

As I read this chapter I became enamored with the exacting details of the temple. The more I 

read the more captivated I became. I kept reading and when I finally looked up I had finished 

chapter 43. The new temple is described in glorious exacting detail. 

Like an architect describing his latest grand project God is describing His temple. Ordinal 

orientation, symmetric in design, elaborate in elegance, God’s temple is a work of art as well as a 

temple. 

I wondered what Ezekiel’s reaction was. I imagine he was open-jawed. Having seen the 

temple destroyed it must have been something to see the mind of God for His renewed temple. 

And all is not lost. If there is a new temple then there must be restoration for the people banished 

into exile. Even though Israel has served a bit more that one-third of its exile (25 or 70 years), 

what a boost to Ezekiel’s and the people spirits this vision must have been. Ezekiel was not to 

keep this to himself. He was to Tell the people of Israel everything you see (40d). 

Good news is for sharing, I thought.  

Yes, it is. And we have a story greater than this vision to tell. We have the story of Jesus, the 

Word made flesh who dwelt among us for a while (John 1:14) 
Lord, help me to tell Your story with the exacting detail of Ezekiel… everything You want told, help me to tell. I 

pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Sunday, November 24, 2019, Sunday Worship  



 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


