
The Weekly Word 
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Reading Ezekiel continues this week. The judgment parts can be heavy, but every day 

God meets me (us) in the reading of His Word.  Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, November 11: Ezekiel 29 – A hiking pole and friendship… 

Reading today’s chapter a number of lines grabbed my attention, so many I had to choose my 

place of meditation for today. Eventually I settled on verses 6-7. Having done a considerable 

amount of hiking in my life the word-picture of a staff made from reed immediately spoke to me. 

In fact, I pictured what the Lord would say about a staff made of reed even before I read the rest 

of the sentence. Then all who live in Egypt will know that I am the LORD. “ ‘You have been a 

staff of reed for the people of Israel. When they grasped you with their hands, you splintered and 

you tore open their shoulders; when they leaned on you, you broke and their backs were 

wrenched (6-7).  

When hiking, a staff or walking stick can be a huge help. Studies have shown that one 

walking stick can reduce the pounding on your knees by 25%. Particularly as I age the use of a 

staff is so helpful. But a defective staff is a problem waiting to happen. As I read verse 7, I could 

feel “the staff” splintering in my hand. And I could easily imagine it breaking and wrenching my 

shoulder as I stumbled and fell. Egypt was an unreliable friend for Israel. 

This last line propelled me to consider friendships. Am I a reliable friend? Can I be leaned 

upon? Am I dependable?  

Then in a blink I was seeing Jesus. Jesus is the opposite of Egypt. Jesus is the reliable friend. 

He is the ‘staff’ I can depend upon and lean upon and trust in. Jesus is the friend that sticks 

closer than a brother (Proverbs 18:24).  

If only today Israel would turn to Jesus. If only today Egypt would turn to Jesus... 
Lord, may it be so. May Your original covenant people turn to Jesus as their Messiah. May Egyptians discover 

the wonder of Jesus as Lord. And may I revel in Jesus all my life long. 
Lord, also help me to be a reliable friend to others. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, November 12: Ezekiel 30 – I am the Lord… 

Four times in today’s reading God says, they will know I am the Lord (8, 19, 25, 26). The 

Lord is making it abundantly clear that He is using Babylon to proclaim His reign and Lordship 

over all. In effect, God is saying He is the Lord God almighty and there is none other than He. 

God controls the move of history. God causes the rising and falling of nations. God can even use 

non-believing nations to do His bidding. The Lord reigns... 

From the beginning to the end of the Bible, the Lord God reveals Himself as the only and 

absolute God of all creation. Since the fall, humanity has been in rebellion against God, trying to 

assert itself and creating for itself false gods. Even Israel, God’s covenant people, fell prey to 

false gods of surrounding nations. The stain of rebellion from the fall is in each and every one of 

us. Babylon is an instrument in God’s hand first humbling Israel and then the various nations that 

Israel at times leaned upon. 



A day is coming when the Lord will declare Himself through power and might on a global 

scale. At Jesus’ return he will come as King of kings and Lord of lords and will defeat for the 

final time all His enemies, the false gods of this world. At that time everyone will know that the 

Lord is God and all will bow before Him (see Philippians 2:10-11 and Revelation 19).  

What does this say to me today?  

One, God wins, so no matter what I might be going through, staying close to the Lord, 

worshipping and honoring Him alone is my duty and delight.  

Two, if Israel could be led astray, then I need to continually be on my guard, watching my 

life that I am not led astray by false beliefs or idols. 

The Lord is God and there is no god other than the Lord, who is revealed in the pages of the 

Bible. 
Lord, all of this brings me to my knees. You are God and there is none beside You. I will worship You. Grant 

me listening ears so that I might hear and discern Your voice and distinguish Your voice from all others so that I might 
follow You. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, November 13: Ezekiel 31 – Still God love me…  
Today we have another word against Pharaoh and Egypt. All I can think about is how angry 

and determined God must be to send word after word announcing the coming destruction against 

Egypt.  

My own phrase ‘word after word’ pierced my heart. How often do I close my ears to God’s 

Word to me, particularly His rebukes and corrections? My heart saddens at the thought of how I 

displease the Lord by my inattention and lack of listening. Still God loves me. Still God calls out 

to me for my good, sometimes correcting me, sometimes encouraging me, and always loving me. 

Always loving me… God’s motivation is love and love never fails (1Corinthians 13:8). 

I find myself with my head in my hands humbly and quietly before the Lord… thankful for 

God’s love, care, correction, encouragement, presence, kindness, mercy and grace. 
Praise be to the Lord, my God. He never leaves or forsakes me. Lord, Your corrections place me back on the good 

and safe path. Your encouragement spurs me on when I am tired and want to quit. Your mercy and grace are entrance 
doors wide open so I can always return to You after wandering away. Your voice is a beacon that constantly orients my 
position to where You are. I love You, Lord and I gladly and humbly acknowledge You as my Lord, God and Savior 
and THE Lord, God and Savior of all humankind. Through Jesus I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, November 14: Ezekiel 32 – Do you pay attention to what God has spoken?… 

I wondered where I might go with the Lord in this reading today. Words of destruction do not 

immediately stimulate my heart, mind or soul. 

I found myself imagining Pharaoh’s reaction to this word from the Lord. I suspect that 

Pharaoh basically discarded it, paying it no attention. Most probably Pharaoh thought he was 

invincible. Babylon was on the move but Pharaoh trusted in his armies, so why worry? 

Additionally, who was the Lord anyway? I mean, really, the Lord was the god of some puny 

country. Why listen to a word from the Lord anyway? So, if Pharaoh knew about this word, he 

likely disregarded it., 

How sad, because maybe, just maybe, had Pharaoh taken heed of this word and humbled 

himself he might have been granted grace from the Lord. But he didn’t and history records that 

Babylon rolled over Egypt and its army like a wave rolls over a beach. 



This chapter became doubly sad because most people today are disregarding God’s Word 

even as Pharaoh did. Most give God’s Word no attention. And while life seems fine and good, 

people will be completely unprepared for their final appearance before the Lord either at death or 

Jesus’ return. 

Most people reading my last sentence would likely think I am crazy for believing such 

things. They probably think I am foolish or naive for believing God spoke the words in the Bible. 

People will believe what they wish; still I am convinced that God spoke in the words of the Holy 

Bible. Additionally, I hope and pray that I live directed and guided by God’s Word…. 
Lord, give me a heart for people that do not yet know You. Give me words to testify to You, winsome and 

compelling words to speak about You. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Friday, November 15: Ezekiel 33 - … 

The imagery of the watchman is a powerful one for me, particularly the part where the 

watchman is not faithful to his assigned task. But if the watchman sees the sword coming and 
does not blow the trumpet to warn the people and the sword comes and takes someone’s life, 
that person’s life will be taken because of their sin, but I will hold the watchman accountable 
for their blood. (6). 

The unfaithful watchman will be held accountable for the deaths of those who die 
because he did not warn them. I believe James 3:1 grows in part out of the watchman facet 
of a teacher’s life and calling within the body of Christ. Not many of you should become 
teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more 
strictly.  

Part of the more strict judgment upon Christian teachers pects that teachers will teach 
to the best of our abilities and teach the full counsel of God –those parts we resonate with 
and those which challenge us. If I as a teacher leave out parts because I don’t believe them 
or change parts to fit better with what everyone wants to hear, then I am a failed-teacher 
and failed-watchman. I have not taught the people what they need to know. And I face strict 
review from the Lord. 

This is an onerous calling and a constant weight. Some days the weight grows 
particularly heavy as I wonder if I have been faithful to God’s call. 

Oh God, continue to pour into me the bravery to execute my calling as pastor/teacher faithfully and well.  Lord, 
when my courage and bravery is used up please lift from me the calling to preach and teach within and for Your 
church. I know full well, Lord, that I cannot live into my calling without the constant outpouring of Your Holy Spirit. 
Open the flood gates of heaven so that I have the Spirit’s power to execute my calling. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, November 16: Ezekiel 34 – Jesus in the answer… 

God’s indictment of Israel’s shepherds caught my attention. Through Ezekiel God says, Son 

of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: Woe to you shepherds of Israel who only take care of yourselves! Should 

not shepherds take care of the flock? You eat the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and 

slaughter the choice animals, but you do not take care of the flock. You have not strengthened 

the weak or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought back the strays or 

searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and brutally. (2-4). 



In particular it was God’s accusations in verse 4 that made me think and see connections. You 

have not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought 

back the strays or searched for the lost. What the shepherds of Israel did not do, Jesus did when 

he came. So many accounts of Jesus come to mind: 

When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples to 

ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” Jesus replied, 

“Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, 

those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 

proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.” (Matthew 

11:2-6) 

Then there were all of Jesus’ healings. Additionally there was Jesus’ ministry focus to the 

‘lost sheep of Israel’ (see Matthew 15:24), and to His mandate For the Son of Man came to seek 

and to save the lost (Luke 19:10). Then Jesus sent out His disciple to go and do likewise, and he 

sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. (Luke 9:2) 

Jesus is the perfect shepherd who fulfills all the mandates that the shepherd of the Old 

Testament did not! 

The words of a song come to mind: “Jesus is the answer for the world today. Above Him 
There's No Other, Jesus Is The Way...” 

Tomorrow I get to gather with other people who believe in Jesus and worship and adore Him, 

who is the answer. 
Halleluiah. What a wonderful gift it is to worship the Lord. I am doing that right now as I read God’s Word 

and think deeply about the Lord, who is the answer, who seeks the lost, heals the broken and redeems the fallen. And 
then tomorrow I get to do that with others... may our worship be rich and full as we bow before the One who is above 
all others. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Sunday, November 17, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


