
The Weekly Word 
Nov 4-10, 2019 

 

Ezekiel continues this week with some tough words.  May your reading of God’s Word 

be blessed this week… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, November 4: Ezekiel 23 - Pursuit… 

How hard God worked to get Israel’s attention. Chapter after chapter, analogy after analogy, 

the Lord continues to roll out His concern and disgust with Israel’s behavior and the judgment 

He will impose upon them because of it. 

Today’s chapter is another indictment for the same sins God has been telling Israel and her 

leaders about through this book. Will the analogy of two sisters pursuing sex and lovers get 

through? It seems not.  

Graphic at times (see verse 20) the Lord did not employ sensibilities laboring to make His 

point. Additionally, the Lord names some of their most heinous sins, like sacrificing (burning) 

children in the fire (37 & 39). This is not hyperbole; it is the sin of sacrificing children to Molek. 

Archaeologists have found evidence of sacrificed children whose remains are placed in jars. How 

depraved life had become in Israel!  

Back to my starting point, the Lord tried one method after another to get Israel’s attention 

inviting them to repent and return. They did not and judgment ultimately fell. 

The Lord doesn’t change. I believe God pursues people today with similar passion. After 

coming to faith in Jesus I could look back and see other instances when God did this and that to 

gain my attention. I am thankful that God never stopped pursuing me. 

The question that bubbles in my heart as I consider this,  

“Will I willingly offer myself to the Lord to be used in pursuit of others?  

Will I live so the way I live causes some people to consider God?  

Will I speak so my words invite others to consider God?  

Will I live as the Lord’s ambassador?  

Will I?” 
Lord, I pray so. I pray for a heart that lives for You. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, November 5: Ezekiel 24 - Exposed… 

I cannot fathom the pain of burying my wife. Many people I know have buried a spouse. 

When the relationship has been good and strong it is among the most difficult things a human 

ever does. Ezekiel not only buries his wife, but he is told God is using it as a prophetic action for 

Israel. Therefore Ezekiel is not allowed to morn in the usual customs of the day. He is to be an 

example of how God wants Israel to act when God desecrates the temple through the 

Babylonians.  

It didn’t take much for me to imagine Ezekiel thinking, “Enough, God. You are taking my 

wife, my temple, my land… enough. No more, God, I can’t take anymore!” 



Even though I can easily imagine Ezekiel thinking and feel this, there is not one hint in the 

text that Ezekiel actually thought or felt that. I realized that I was projecting my thoughts on 

Ezekiel. 

Even as I write this I am seeing limits to what I ‘want’ or ‘think’ I am able to handle from the 

Lord. I don’t want to suffer. I don’t want to give up things near and dear to me for the sake of my 

God. 
Lord, my final thoughts cut to my heart. It is frightening to realize how low my threshold of faith may be. Oh, 

God, forgive my selfishness, my desire to have a cushy life and follow You. Forgive me, Lord, I pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, November 6: Ezekiel 25 - To judge the living and the dead …  

There is a verse in the New Testament, 1Peter 4:17, that reads like this: For it is time for 

judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for 

those who do not obey the gospel of God?  

The truth of this verse from 1Peter plays out in this chapter of Ezekiel. God began with 

judgment of Israel and now we read God’s judgments for the surrounding nations... 

To Ammon: I will destroy you... (7). 

To Moab: I will inflict punish on Moab (11). 

To Edom: I will lay it to waste... (13). 

To Philistia: I will wipe out... (16). 

God’s Word to each nation lays out a devastating outcome.  

Judgment begins with God’s household but will include everyone. 

The Apostle’s Creed reminds us that Jesus will return to judge the living and the dead. No 

one that I know likes judgment or punishment. But punishment is part of a just life; those who 

are guilty are punished. In the news lately have been a few high profile murder cases. Everyone 

wants to see justice, to see the guilty punished.  

When we lift our eyes to the cosmic level, that is precisely what God is doing. God is judging 

the guilty... and all of us are guilty! As Romans 3:23 puts it: for all have sinned and fall short of 

the glory of God... 

Sitting with the eventuality of judgment and punishment is uncomfortable. This is what I 

deserve. BUT thanks be to God, Jesus carried my sins to the cross. FAITH in Jesus is God’s gift 

and my salvation. 
Thank You, Lord, for the indescribable gift of life in Jesus. I deserve what Moab, Ammon, Philistia and Edom 

received. I am no better than they are. There but for the grace of God go I... 
Thank You, Jesus. Amen.  
 

 

Thursday, November 7: Ezekiel 26 – The Lord speaks language we understand… 

Over and over again in prayer ministry, I have been amazed as the Lord brings to mind 

images, words and pictures that are incredibly meaningful for the people with whom the prayer-

team and I are praying for. It is not uncommon that the images do not mean much if anything to 

me, but the images God brings to the prayer teams’ minds touch, heal and help the people for 

whom we are praying.  

The Lord masterfully targets His Words to His hearers. 

This happens in today’s chapter as God speaks judgment on Tyre. Tyre was a seafaring 

nation and the Lord used water imagery to speak His Words to Tyre. One place I noticed this is 



verse 3 therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am against you, Tyre, and I will bring 

many nations against you, like the sea casting up its waves. 

Those last words would be easily understood by the people of Tyre. They would not have 

been immediately understood by people from Edom or Moab, two landlocked countries. But for 

Tyre and people of the sea, this is a perfect word picture. 

It never ceases to amaze me how God speaks so personally and so powerfully to people, to 

me. I am known by God. And what’s more, God communicates so personally with me and with 

others I know. What a gracious and loving God. 

Lord, thank You for caring so much for me that You carefully choose the language You use to 

talk with me in prayer. I am known by You… bless You, Lord. Bless You. Through Jesus I pray. 

Amen.  

 

 

Friday, November 8: Ezekiel 27 – Thank you Jesus… 

I sat and wondered why I lament for Tyre? Why did Tyre rate a lament when there was none 

for the four countries mentioned in chapter 25? Did Tyre hold a special place in God’s or Israel’s 

heart and thus receive a lament? Could it be that Tyre held a special place in Israel’s and God’s 

heart because Tyre supplied the cedar for the Temple? There seems to have been a special bond 

between David and Hiram, King of Tyre, and then Hiram and Solomon. 

I don’t know the reason Tyre received special treatment and received a lament.  

Whatever prompted this lament, Tyre was still reaping destruction. The merchants among the 

nations scoff at you; you have come to a horrible end and will be no more. (36). If there had been 

a special relationship with Tyre, it did not lead to a faith relationship between Tyre and the Lord. 

And, therefore, it did not garner a reprieve when God sent forth His judgment.  

Nothing I do can save me from the fires of God’s judgment. Only, accepting through faith, 

the gift of what Jesus has done can have any material effect when the hands of God’s eternal-

time clock strikes midnight and judgment comes. Typing this last sentence launched my thoughts 

in a completely different direction as I felt thanksgiving for Jesus welling up in my inner self. 

Jesus did for me what I could never have done for myself. He blotted out my iniquities and 

paid my ransom. Jesus saved me from what I earned and deserved. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. Blessed be the name of the Lord, my God... 
What thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners' gain: mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the 

deadly pain. Lo, here I fall, my Savior! 'Tis I deserve thy place; look on me with thy favor, vouchsafe to me thy grace. 
What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest Friend, for this, thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end? O 

make me thine forever; and should I fainting be, Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee. Amen.  

 

 

Saturday, November 9: Ezekiel 28 – Human hubris… 

How often I am tempted to think more highly of myself that I ought. This is Tyre’s obvious 

sin, 

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, say to the ruler of Tyre, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: “ ‘In the pride of your heart you say, “I am a god; I sit on the throne of a 

god in the heart of the seas.” But you are a mere mortal and not a god, though you think you are 

as wise as a god. Are you wiser than Daniel? Is no secret hidden from you? By your wisdom and 

understanding you have gained wealth for yourself and amassed gold and silver in your 

treasuries. By your great skill in trading you have increased your wealth, and because of your 

wealth your heart has grown proud.  



“ ‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “ ‘Because you think you are wise, as 

wise as a god, I am going to bring foreigners against you, the most ruthless of nations; they will 

draw their swords against your beauty and wisdom and pierce your shining splendor (1-7). 

A successful seafaring nation, Tyre elevated her status in her eyes. I don’t know if Tyre 

actually used the word ‘god’ (some rulers have done this like some Roman Caesar’s) referring to 

itself. But whether the word ‘god’ is used is not the issue. It is whether a person, or in this case, a 

nation’s ruler thinks they are captain of their own ship, maker of their own destiny, ruler of their 

life. This is a fairly easy slope to slide down, at least for me. 

Today’s reading served a warning to me to monitor myself... to be careful when I sense my 

ego growing. As I pondered this warning, I realized the same alarm is sounded by Paul in 

Romans: For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more 

highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the 

faith God has distributed to each of you (Romans 12:3). 

Sober judgment, honest judgment is always needed, especially when I am tempted to take 

more credit that I ought. When things go well, other factors way beyond my own skill and 

initiative are at play. 
Duly warned, Lord, I pray for humility. A true understanding that You, Lord, are at work. And even when I 

use a skill I have, Lord, help me to remember that You gave me that skill in the first place. Oh, Lord, keep me 
honest before You. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Sunday, November 10, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


