
The Weekly Word 
October 28 – Nov 3, 2019 

 

Ezekiel’s words to Israel continue.  Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, October 28: Ezekiel 17 – Sovereignty of God… 

Reading and reading the scriptures as I do, one thread I find woven repeatedly through the 

scriptures is the absolute sovereignty of the Lord God. Literally from the first words of Genesis 

to the final words of Revelation, the Lord our God is weaving His will. God is never not in 

control.  

Do I understand what God is doing and why God is doing it all the time as I read? No. As 

Isaiah says in chapter 55, God’s ways are higher than my ways and His thoughts higher than my 

thoughts. But any confusions or questions I have do not undermine God’s complete sovereignty. 

I rest in God’s sovereignty as I rest in God. 

Today the entire chapter is a broadcast depicting God’s sovereignty. God is working out His 

will and way… This comes across strongly in the final verses of the chapter. “ ‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: I myself will take a shoot from the very top of a cedar and plant it; I will 

break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it on a high and lofty mountain. On the 

mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it will produce branches and bear fruit and become a 

splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade of its 

branches. All the trees of the forest will know that I the LORD bring down the tall tree and make 

the low tree grow tall. I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. “ ‘I the LORD have 

spoken, and I will do it.’ ” (22-24) 

Everything spoken in this paragraph is about what God will do. I highlighted God’s actions 

by printing in red all God’s I statements. God is the subject and doer of all the action in the 

chapter. 

God is sovereign. God plants and God dries up. God causes one tree to flourish and another 

to wither. The Bible is God’s story. 

Even though God is completely sovereign, human beings are not absolved of responsibility 

for their actions. Israel deserves her fate as God judges her. God’s sovereignty and my 

responsibility is one of those dualities of Scripture I cannot fathom completely. Still because I 

believe the Bible is God’s Word I accept them and as best I can, build my life on their 

foundation. 

So I trust God completely and believe God is working His will and will not be thwarted. And 

I being grafted into God’s family live as faithfully as I can following God’s will and way and 

trusting Him. 

Today I re-pledge my life to God’s service… 
I am Yours, Oh Lord, my God. Send me where You will send me. Use me as You will to use me. You alone are 

Lord and I will serve You and You alone. Through Jesus, my Savior, I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, October 29: Ezekiel 18 – We can come home… 



Ezekiel offers words to live by. I sucked these words in deep like a long breath that comes 

when you surface after holding your breath as long as you can underwater. 
 
“Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways, declares the 

Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. 

Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why 

will you die, people of Israel? For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the 

Sovereign LORD. Repent and live! (30-32). 

God offers a way home… repent. Turn from your wicked ways. It matters not where you 

have been or what your have done, turn your back on your wicked life and come home to the 

Lord. Allow God’s way to guide the way you live from this day forward and you will live. 

Repentance, turning to the Lord, is the way of life. 

Jesus inaugurated His ministry with this same sentiment, “The time has come. The kingdom 

of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15). 

What a relief it is to know I can come home, that God will receive me when I repent and 

believe Jesus. Additionally it is tremendous knowing that through Jesus, God gives me the 

strength to continue walking God’s way. It is by grace that I have been saved (Ephesians 2:5&8) 

and it is by God’s grace that I continue to live in and for God. 
Alleluia… To God be the glory great things He has done, so loved He the world that He gave us His son, Who 

yielded His life an atonement for sin and opened the life gate that all may go in. 

 

 

Wednesday, October 30: Ezekiel 19 – God’s discipline…  
How do you make sense of pain, tragedy and destruction? I go internal. I withdraw to a quiet 

place and consider. Especially early in my ‘processing’ time I want to be alone. Talking is not 

what I do. Eventually I will talk but initially all my conversations are internal with myself and 

with the Lord. 

Processing pain, tragedy and destruction within a community is more complicated. First there 

are people like me who turn internal and there are others who need to talk and process out loud. 

Navigating with people of differing personalities can be a challenge. But talking is important for 

everyone, as long as it is understood that some of us need time before we can get there.  

When the tragedy is a community event, finding ways to put words so it can be helping and 

healing, is difficult. The Hebrews had a type of poetry called ‘lament’ which was used to express 

pain and anguish. 

This chapter is a lament for the ruin of the northern and southern kingdoms of Israel. I don’t 

connect with the imagery, but I recognize that the author is giving words to the exiling of God’s 

people. How chilling it must have been to see your nation utterly defeated and your temple –the 

very presence of God within your community –destroyed. Laments helped Israel process their 

pain.  

For Israel the pain they were feeling was brought on by their own disobedience... it was the 

pain of discipline. Dealing with the pain of discipline from the hand of the Lord is difficult. But I 

have grown to understand that God’s discipline is for my best. I still don’t like it, but I am 

learning to trust God. His ways are higher and better than my ways... 

My contemplation of this chapter has taken me on a winding journey... which led me back to 

trusting the Lord in everything. 
Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit, I trust You, help me in my areas of remaining distrust of You. Amen. 

 

 



Thursday, October 31: Ezekiel 20 - Sabbath… 

I found myself considering Sabbath. Half a dozen times Sabbath comes up in God’s Word in 

this chapter. Israel is being reprimanded for ‘desecrating’ the Sabbath (the King James Version 

uses the word ‘pollute’ rather than ‘desecrate’).  

It is not enough that Israel didn’t celebrate the Sabbath as the Lord decreed. They desecrated 

it. They polluted it. They ruined it. The word ‘polluted’ paints indelible word pictures. A 

polluted river is worse than no river. When there is no water in the river a person becomes 

concerned, maybe they move or seek other ways to find the life-giving water they need, as an 

example, by digging wells. But a polluted river looks drinkable. People think they have life-

giving water but they don’t. Polluted water can look life-giving, but gives sickness and death. 

Resourcefulness is squelched while sickness and disease rage. 

Hiking in the Rocky Mountains, we were warned that the rivers look fresh and good but they 

are teeming with giardia. I have had giardia, it is horrible!  We did not drink from the rivers. 

Israel’s leaders polluted the Sabbath with their pagan rituals and false gods! These leaders 

were feeding people false worship, endangering their souls. 

I also considered how important Sabbath must be for God to levy this word against them. 

Sabbath was a sign between Israel and God (12) and they tore down this sign, which announced 

that Israel was the Lord’s possession. Instead of being a distinct people they were enculturated 

into the false worldviews and religions of their neighbors. Their desecrated and polluted 

Sabbaths were a signpost of their enculturation and failure to follow the Lord. 

Ok, Sabbath... God is causing me to evaluate myself in regard Sabbath keeping. I don’t 

believe I have polluted my Sabbath keeping with false gods, but am I enculturating myself 

minimizing Sabbath so that it is only marginally (morning worship) different that the other 6 

days. Hmmm... 
Lord, I love worship and being with other believers for Sunday worship. I’m wondering if there is more to Sabbath 

keeping that I need to master and learn. Help me, Lord, understand the beauty and wonder of Sabbath, a day of rest, 
renewal and relationships. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, November 1: Ezekiel 21 – Ahh the gift of Jesus… 

Oh my, this is painful. How frightening it must have been to hear Ezekiel pronounce this 

word from the Lord. Verse 7 captures the devastation of judgement. And when they ask you, 

‘Why are you groaning?’ you shall say, ‘Because of the news that is coming. Every heart will 

melt with fear and every hand go limp; every spirit will become faint and every leg will be wet 

with urine.’ It is coming! It will surely take place, declares the Sovereign LORD.”  

My thoughts immediately traveled to God’s final judgment pictured most vividly in 

Revelation. When Jesus returns to judge, hearts will melt and hands will go limp. But there is 

one huge difference. When Jesus returns, His bride will not face the sword of God’s wrath as the 

righteous of Jerusalem did in Ezekiel’s day (2). When Jesus returns those who are in Jesus will 

meet Him in the air (1Thessalonians 4:13-18) and will be spared judgment due to Jesus’ atoning 

death on the cross. 

I am so thankful that Jesus saved me. I was lost but Jesus found me and brought me back to 

the Father through faith in Him –Jesus. 

Ahh, the gift of Jesus... 
Lord God, thank You for Jesus, Savior of my soul, Giver of eternal life. Words cannot do justice to the gift of 

being spared the wrath of God. Thank You and Bless You, Oh God. Through Jesus, my Savior, I pray. Amen. 

 



 

Saturday, November 2: Ezekiel 22 – Standing in the gap… 

Another long litany of charges fills this chapter. Then at the end God makes a profound 

statement. I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in 

the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found no one (30). 

I wondered, have I been called to ‘stand in the gap’ for any person, people or nation? 

What is it to stand in the gap for someone or some nation? The ‘gap-stander’ stands between 

God and some group of people. It seems that the person in the gap speaks truth to the people. 

And I suspect the person in the gap intercedes for the group before God as well... though this is 

inferred from the text. Thus, the one in the gap is the communication between God and the 

people and the people and God. They speak for God to the people and on behalf of the people to 

God. 

Have I been called to stand in the gap for any particular people or people group? 

Beyond my family I don’t think I have taken on that role for anyone else. Now the question 

is, have I missed God’s calling for some group of people??? 
Lord, do you desire me to stand in the gap for any other group of people? Show me, Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, November 3, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


