
The Weekly Word 
October 14-20, 2019 

 

May the blessings of reading God’s Word regularly fill your life. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, October 14: Ezekiel 5 – Scathing rebuke… 

Through Ezekiel God speaks a scathing rebuke of Israel. I am shaken by the statement in 

verse 7, “Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: You have been more unruly than the 

nations around you and have not followed my decrees or kept my laws. You have not even 

conformed to the standards of the nations around you (7).  

The last sentence is a mortal indictment. You have not even conformed to the standards of the 

nations around you.  

Not only is Israel unruly. Not only has Israel disregarded God’s decrees and laws; Israel has 

fallen below the surrounding (pagan) nations’ standards! In other words, they are behaviorally 

worse than the surrounding nations!!! 

When I read this my mind jumped from BC to AD. I had a moment of fear for God’s people, 

the church, today. Are we capitulating? Are we giving into worldly values and desires, and in so 

doing, sinking below them in behavior? I realized quickly that my initial thought was way to 

strong. But before I dismissed it completely, I pondered some places where we are not 

representing God and God’s way well. 

The big flame throwing issues of sexual revolution and abortion came to mind. In my opinion 

much of the church, particularly in the west, is not being faithful to God’s Word and the standard 

of the church over the first 2 millennia. But it is way too easy to harp on these issues in order to 

avoid a deeper look in the mirror. 

Racial divides and racism stared back at me from the mirror of my thoughts. For a long time 

in my country the church has either condoned or looked the other way in regards to racism. This 

is sad to admit. We have not lived well God’s love for all people.  

Also, I’m afraid that we in the church have been sucked in by materialism and consumerism. 

I don’t think we have sunk below people not following Jesus, but I don’t think we are observably 

different from them. 

As I sat with this verse before me I realized that I was allowing thoughts about the church 

protect me from dealing with my individual life… I circled back to racism and materialism and 

began reviewing my life and way… not a pleasant review. I can and do fall prey to both. And 

these are only two of many facets of life that require constant review if I am going to grow to be 

a man who lives a life focused on Jesus. 

These are not pleasant moments…  
Oh, God, I need You to forgive and cleanse me. Lord God, I need you to transform my heart. Lord, I need You 

to give me courage to take on those areas of my life that are still sin-filled and dark. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, October 15: Ezekiel 6 - God’s name will be broadcast.… 

As Ezekiel declares this prophecy the pain inflicted on Israel will be great. Sadly, too, we 

know that this prophecy came true and Israel was decimated by the Babylonians. A sadness 



descended as I continued reading. Then in verse 13 I read: And they will know that I am the 

LORD, when their people lie slain among their idols around their altars, on every high hill and 

on all the mountaintops, under every spreading tree and every leafy oak—places where they 

offered fragrant incense to all their idols (13). 

I realized God was doing all this so that people would know that He is the Lord. When 

people see the destruction, when Israelites feel the pain they will know that the Lord is God. 

The Lord God is declaring His glory and honor. God is broadcasting His name around the 

world. 

Daniel, one of the exiles, will serve the kings of Babylon. Through Daniel God’s name will 

be broadcast throughout the most powerful nation of the time. God’s name will be broadcast. 

The Lord God is jealous for His name. Today the vanguard of God’s name is the church and 

we are to broadcast God’s name and fame around this globe so that everyone will know who 

God is. 

Every believer is an ambassador for God in the world. Some will come to know God, believe 

and worship Him, others will learn the hard way that the Lord is God. Paul in Philippians 

explains that there will be a day when at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father (10-11). In that day everyone, friend and foe, will acknowledge God’s 

absolute sovereignty. 

I long for that day; that will be at the day of Jesus’ return which will usher in eternity and 

God’s new heaven and earth. 

What a day that will be… 
Come Lord Jesus. Come… Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, October 16: Ezekiel 7 – What does God have to do to get your attention…  
What does it take for the Lord to get your attention? That is what I kept thinking as I read this 

chapter. God is striking Israel HARD. And God’s purpose, beyond punishing them for their sins, 

was so that they would know Him.  

Twice in this chapter God says, Then they will know that I am the LORD (4d and 27d). It is as 

if this is how far God has to go to get their attention. 

How far does God have to go to get my (your) attention? 

As I watch the news these days, and particularly what is happening in the western world, I 

wonder sometimes, “What is God up to?” After reading today’s chapter and being confronted 

with my thoughts I wonder, “Is God allowing all this trouble and seemingly chaos to get our 

attention?” If that is God’s plan it seems to not be working. People seem less attentive to God 

these days. 

Back to my main question, “What does God have to do to get my (your) attention?”  

Hopefully God has my attention. Hopefully I am listening for God’s voice regularly 

throughout the day. Hopefully I have trained and continue to train myself to listen for God’s 

voice... I know I am imperfect in all this, but hopefully I am working on listening better all the 

time. Hopefully. 
I pray so... Lord, teach me to be ever mindful of You, to know Your voice and to long to follow Your voice. Lord, 

groom me to be as obedient and faithful to You as Ezekiel was. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Thursday, October 17: Ezekiel 8 – God sees everything… 



In this chapter Ezekiel is given a glimpse of detestable things that are happening behind 

closed doors and in secret in the temple. The horror goes from bad to worse to worse yet… 

That God could show Ezekiel, reminds me God sees everything and the Lord allows Ezekiel 

to get a brief glimpse of that.  He knows and sees what is going on in the hidden shadows of the 

temple. 

God sees everything! 

God sees everything… 

God sees the hidden things of my life, too.  God sees where my eyes wander. God hears my 

internal conversations, even conversations that never cross my lips. God knows the unrighteous 

and selfish desires of my life.  

God knows. God sees. God hears. Nothing is hidden from the Lord. Nothing. 

I am an open book before the Lord. 

These thoughts give me pause… what a gift confession with God’s forgiveness is. The fact 

that I can come to the Lord at any moment in any day and admit my sin, my wrongdoings, my 

yucky motives and God will forgive me. God will lift the guilt and burden of this and cleanse 

me… 

What a gift! What a great God and Savior Jesus is! I am so bless that the Spirit opened my 

eyes and heart to the saving work of Jesus. 
Thank You, Lord. Thank You, Holy Spirit. Thank You, Jesus, for saving me and for regularly forgiving me. I 

praise and bless You. Halleluiah. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, October 18: Ezekiel 9 - There but for the grace of God go I.… 

Judgement is horrendous, especially God’s wrath upon the faithless. The scene of this 

chapter shook me, particularly these words ...I will bring down on their own heads what they 

have done (10b). 

I realize that the Lord is speaking about a particular group of people who have been 

incredibly unfaithful. They have rejected His calls to repent and return repeatedly even as they 

became more and more debased as they run after pagan gods. Still those words strike terror in 

my heart. I will bring down on their own heads what they have done... 

There but for the grace of God go I. 

Had Jesus not paid for my sins and cleansed me by His blood, their fate would be my fate. I, 

too, deserve punishment and wrath. Only Jesus’ atonement saves me from punishment and 

wrath. 

I sit here so grateful for Jesus and the cleansing He brings, the forgiveness and love He 

brings. 

My mind fills with thoughts and gratefulness to Jesus... Savior, Lord, Master, God, and 

Friend. 
To God be the glory great things He has done. God so loved the world that He gave us His son, who yielded his 

life an atonement to being and opened the floodgates that all may come in... Thank You, Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, October 19: Ezekiel 10 – The wonder of God’s presence… 

During the time of the exodus just after the golden calf incident, there is a scene where God 

says He will send His angels ahead of Moses but God Himself will not go with them. Moses 

responds that if God does not go with him, do not send him (read Exodus 33). Moses understood 

it is the presence of God that means everything. 



This chapter marks ultimate sadness for Israel as God leaves the temple. Then the glory of the 

LORD departed from over the threshold of the temple and stopped above the cherubim (18).  

The departure of God from the temple signals that God has withdrawn His presence from the 

temple. 

Israel is now in the state that Moses refused to enter, being a people without the presence of 

God. 

We have nothing if we do not have the presence of God with us. 

Hell is the embodiment of life without the presence of God. This is a frightening thought.  

My breathing has grown heavy contemplating life without the presence of God… heaviness 

falls upon me. 

Thankfully my mind grabs a lifeline in the darkness. The final word of Jesus to His disciples 

recorded in Matthew’s gospel. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age 

(Matthew 28:20b). Jesus promises His presence to His disciples…  

Against the backdrop of the glory and presence of God leaving the temple, Jesus’ promise to 

always be with the disciples is a gift and joy and blessing. 

I let Jesus’ Words fill me; my heart lightens, the heaviness departs. Jesus is with me. The 

Spirit whom the Father and Jesus sent is in me. Joy floods my soul. God is with me. 
Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit, the gift of Your presence is precious to me. Thank You for this reminder of the wonder 

and gift that Your presence is. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, October 20, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


