
The Weekly Word 
October 7-13, 2019 

 

I love the crisp air of fall, it breaths life into me. More importantly God’s Word 

constantly breaths spiritual life –real life into me. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, October 7: Colossians 3 – Orient my life to ‘things above’… 

Like drinking from a fire hose, the practical advice showers forth from the first words to the 

last in today’s chapter.  

The opening paragraph captured me, so I returned to those words after I completed reading 

the many pearls of wisdom in this chapter. Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set 

your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 

things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 

When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory (1-4).  

Paul uses the imagery of being seated in the heavenlies with Christ on multiple occasions. In 

these verses he explains just how that fact should affect our lives. 

One, since we are set with Christ above, we should bring our hearts with us and set our 

aspirations and desires on heavenly things which Paul calls, “things above.” Likewise, I need to 

set my mid on the things of God… the “things above” as well.  I need to orient my life to the 

things of God not the earthly things which dominate in the world order here below on earth. 

In the first chapter Paul explained how we have been transported into God’s kingdom. So 

now Paul is reminding us that God’s kingdom should dominate our thinking desires, motivations 

and hopes. Thoughts of God’s way, God’s will, and God’s desires should dominate my life and 

hold a sacred and important place in my heart. 

This is easier to write about, especially in generalities, than it is to live out. I struggle with 

balance… how do I know when I am too earthly and not heavenly enough??? This is a constant 

battle for me. I guess it is good that I am regularly wrestling with what and how heavenly living 

here on earth truly is and looks like. 
Lord Jesus, help me. Help me know the balance of being in the world but not of the world. Help me to know 

what heavenly living should look like for me. In Your name, Jes,us I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, October 8: Colossians 4 – Prayer is our anchor… 

Paul reminds the Colossians and us that prayer is our anchor. Devote yourselves to prayer, 

being watchful and thankful (2).  

Devote, writes Paul. Some synonyms for devote: dedicate, apply, consecrate, commit. Prayer 

is an anchor that holds us to the Lord. A boat well anchored can weather rough seas because it is 

held fast. Prayer holds us fast to the Lord. How? By keeping us connected to the Lord.  In good 

times, in bad times and in all the in between times, prayer –talking with the Lord –keeps the lines 

of communications open. We can hear from the Lord and speak with the Lord. 

Communication is key in every relationship. 

Paul reminds me to devote myself to communicating with the Lord! 
My Father who is in heaven...  



 

 

Wednesday, October 9: Ezekiel 1 – What do I need to do to grow in obedience…  
Visions are not my favorite texts. Still in today’s reading there were two verses that caught 

my attention. Verse 12 and 20:  

Each one went straight ahead. Wherever the spirit would go, they would go, without turning 

as they went.  

Wherever the spirit would go, they would go, and the wheels would rise along with them, 

because the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels. 

I was fascinated that wherever the spirit went, the creatures went.  

That’s how I long to live. Wherever the Lord leads I would go... no questions asked. No 

hesitations, just obedience. 

I have a very long way to go to get to a place of full obedience. By God’s grace, I pray I am 

on the way. 

I’ve been helping a friend navigate a life-moment. The other day I asked him to do an 

exercise about how he wants to be remembered when his life is over. He took the exercise 

seriously and really thought about what kind of person he wants to become.  

Then today I asked him to think about some steps he should start taking to become the person 

he wants to become.  

That’s precisely what I need to do. If I truly want to be a person who is known for obedience, 

I need to begin cultivating obedience.  I need to consider the qualities, characteristics, habits and 

skills of someone who is obedient and develop them in my life. 

I need the Lord’s help to do this... 
Lord, lead and guide me. Show me the habits that create obedience and give me the drive to apply myself to 

learning them. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, October 10: Ezekiel 2 - Three-faceted approach spiritual growth… 

My heart was cut twice by God’s word to Ezekiel in verses 7-8a. God said, You must speak 

my words to them, whether they listen or fail to listen, for they are rebellious. But you, son of 

man, listen to what I say to you. Do not rebel like that rebellious people.... (7-8a). 

First I was reminded that my role as a witness to Jesus is to be faithful to the Lord and to 

speak God’s truth well when given the opportunity. How people respond to God’s truth is up to 

them. I am not responsible for the outcome, only truth bearing. As I ponder this more, I do 

believe that I must present God’s truth well and in a manner that has the best possibility to be 

received. I don’t think I am being faithful to God’s direction, for example, if I yell and scream 

about God’s love and atonement in a manner that would be seen as ‘crazy’ by onlookers. Instead 

I should present God’s claims in a manner, and backed up by a life-style, that shows its 

credibility in my own life. 

Secondly, as I go about among ‘the people’, I must guard my life so that I do not pick up the 

sin-habits and rebellious nature of the people to whom I have been sent. Jesus prayed for His 

disciples that they would be ‘in’ but not ‘of’ the world (see John 17: 6-19).  

Being in the world but not of the world is a constant struggle. And my lifeline is to stay close 

to Jesus through prayer, scripture meditation and reading. Also having faithful Christian friends 

who will provide me with honest feedback and correction when needed. This three-faceted 

approach has been used by Christ-followers throughout the centuries to help believers walk the 

narrow road of discipleship. 



Lord, keep me close to You. Keep me honest before You and, Lord, continue to use me to share your truth with 
my world. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, October 11: Ezekiel 3 – The role of a watchman… 

The Lord called Ezekiel to be a watchman for Israel. “Son of man, I have made you a 

watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me. 

When I say to a wicked person, ‘You will surely die,’ and you do not warn them or speak out to 

dissuade them from their evil ways in order to save their life, that wicked person will die for their 

sin, and I will hold you accountable for their blood. But if you do warn the wicked person and 

they do not turn from their wickedness or from their evil ways, they will die for their sin; but you 

will have saved yourself (17-19). 

Simply stated the watchman must speak on God’s behalf to the world to whom God sends 

him/her. If the watchman doesn’t speak the correction God directs, then the world will be held 

accountable and the watchman, too, will be held accountable by God. But if the watchman does 

speak and the world doesn’t listen, the world will be held accountable but the watchman will be 

saved.  

So the watchman is held accountable to speaking God’s truth, not a person’s responses to that 

truth. 

As a pastor, I am in part God’s watchman. My role is to speak what God has spoken, not 

holding back or adding to, simply putting into words so that people can understand the 

unchanging truth of God’s Word. 

To do so well, my first order of business is to put God’s Word into my life so that I preach 

and teach from a position of faithfulness –imperfect though it will be. 

This of course begs the question of me.  Am I feeding myself the heavenly bread of God’s 

Word... all of God’s Word? 

I pray so or else... 
Lord God, help me to be honest with You and true to Your Word. Help me to fill my life with Your truth. In 

the name of Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life. I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, October 12: Ezekiel 4 – Exposed… 

I cannot imagine the assignment God gave Ezekiel; to lie on his left side for 390 days and 

then right for 40 days, while God binds him so that he cannot turn from side to side while he 

enacts the punishment God will send upon Israel. Along with this Ezekiel is told his food and 

water rations and that he is to cook his meals while lying on his side over a fire made from 

human excrement. In our modern world this would be considered torture, cruel and unusual 

punishment. 

After hearing his assignment Ezekiel cries, Not so my LORD! I certainly understand his cry, 

but what comes next from Ezekiel’s mouth flabbergasts me. Then I said, “Not so, Sovereign 

LORD! I have never defiled myself. From my youth until now I have never eaten anything found 

dead or torn by wild animals. No impure meat has ever entered my mouth” (14).  

Ezekiel’s concern is not the torturous ordeal of 430 days, confined and forced to lie on his 

side. NO, his concern is that by cooking meals over a fire of human excrement he will defile 

himself. Personal purity is Ezekiel’s concern, not personal comfort. Ezekiel has lived a life of 

ritual purity and he doesn’t want to dishonor God this way.  



This response blows me away. Ezekiel’s concern is that he lives a life of godliness and ritual 

purity… not God’s direction to live a tortured existence for the next year and a quarter. 

The fact of my surprise at Ezekiel’s response shows my heart. I immediately went to 

thoughts of complaint about living conditions NOT living according to the rules and regulations 

God has set. In other words, my reaction was personal not faith driven.  

I am exposed. My heart is revealed for what it is, selfish and sin-filled… 
Oh, Lord God, this stings. I am exposed for what I am. A sinner in need of Your constant grace and touch. 

Even after 40+ years of following Jesus, I remain more concerned about self and selfish comforts than living in a 
manner that pleases You. Woe am I, I am a man of unclean lips… and unclean heart and mind. 

I fall before You, Jesus, Father, Holy Spirit… forgive me, cleanse me. Wash me that I might be whiter than 
snow. Through Jesus, my Savior, I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday, October 13, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


