
The Weekly Word 
Sept 23-29, 2019 

 

Daniel has been quite inspiriting for me. I hope you find Daniel helpful, too. Happy 

reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, September 23: Daniel 3 - Knowledge about God is different from belief in God… 

It was not the account of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego that caught my heart as I read. 

Rather it was the fickle nature of Nebuchadnezzar. 

As chapter 2 closed we hear Nebuchadnezzar proclaim, “Surely your God is the God of gods 

and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery” (47). 

This statement is close to a declaration of faith by Nebuchadnezzar. However, it falls short; it is a 

statement about God but not Nebuchadnezzar’s faith in God. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s lack of faith in the Lord becomes frightfully apparent as chapter 3 opens. 

Now remember from last chapter, Nebuchadnezzar was the head of gold in his dream. King 

Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits wide, and set it up on 

the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. He then summoned... (his officials) to come to the 

dedication of the image he had set up. So... (they all) assembled for the dedication of the image 

that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it. Then the herald loudly 

proclaimed, “Nations and peoples of every language, this is what you are commanded to do: As 

soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, you 

must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. Whoever 

does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” (1-6).  

Nebuchadnezzar is certainly enamored with himself! 

It struck me that a person can catch a glimpse of God and God’s power but still not 

personally worship the Lord. It also reminded me that a person can say true things about God but 

not worship the Lord as their god. Maybe they believe in many gods and they recognize the Lord 

God as one of many gods.  

Bottom line thought for me today: Knowledge about God is different from belief in God! To 

know lots about God is very different from loving God deeply. 

In this chapter Nebuchadnezzar learns another important lesson about the Lord, but it does 

not seem like he moves any closer to faith in the Lord. 

How sad it is when knowledge about God is a barrier to knowing and loving God.  

Think about it... 
Lord, in my pursuit to know You, guard me from any sense that knowing things about You is a substitute for 

knowing and loving You personally and deeply. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, September 24: Daniel 4 - Justice and care for the oppressed … 

This chapter relates a fascinating story about Nebuchadnezzar in which Daniel interprets 

another dream for the king. The king will be cast from his throne for a time until he is humbled. 

After providing the interpretation, Daniel offers some advice: Therefore, Your Majesty, be 



pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by 

being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity will continue” (27). 

The call to renounce or repent of his sins is no surprise. It is pretty standard fare with the 

Lord. 

What did surprise me was the call to being kind to the oppressed. Care for the oppressed is an 

incredibly high value in God’s Word. It probably shouldn’t surprise me, but it did. Daniel could 

have instructed him to be circumcised, pray and worship the Lord regularly, establish Jewish 

law, etc. etc. Instead God, through Daniel, directs Nebuchadnezzar to being kind to the 

oppressed.  

I tried to let that sink in... How important justice and care for those in need is in God’s 

economy. 

My thoughts shift... to my life. Do I honor and care for oppressed? Does my heart care for 

others?  
Lord, Lord, show me areas where I continue to need growth. If caring is one of those areas, open my eyes and 

pierce my heart for people in need. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, September 25: Daniel 5 - Humility before God…  

Reading this chapter the concept of humility before God leapt off the page at me. “But you, 

Belshazzar, his son, have not humbled yourself, though you knew all this (22). 

Belshazzar knew his father’s story and how the Lord humbled him. He also knew from his 

father the wonder of the Lord of the Hebrews, Daniel’s God. Yet none of that sunk in. 

It is so hard for the rich, the famous, the people on the top of the ladder to humble 

themselves. I get it. When you have everything why bow to anything or anyone else. I am not 

anywhere near the top of any ladder and I struggle with humility. I can be so self-righteous, self-

focused. Even piety can lead me to being puffed up... after all I have personal devotions regularly 

and read my Bible yearly.  There are times I pat myself on the back for that and look down on 

others for being less spiritual...  how messed up is that.  

Humility is an ever-present struggle for me... 
Father, give me strength of will to keep my eyes focused on You. Lord, if I am truly looking to and seeking you 

then I don’t believe I could become puffed up with my own self-importance because I will see how far short of Your glory 
and honor I am. Lord, may I keep my eyes on Jesus the author and finisher of my faith... In His name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday, September 26: Daniel 6 – Excellent work… 

I was talking with a friend about how we can shine the light of our faith in our everyday 

world. She shared that she heard about the 6M’s 

 Model Godly behavior 

 Making good work- Col 3:23 Our work should reflect God’s character 

 Ministering grace and love 

 Molding culture 

 Being a Mouthpiece for truth and justice 

 Being a Messenger for the Gospel 

The 2
nd

 M is about being the best employee/worker you can be. As I was reading this chapter I 

realized that Daniel is an excellent example of this behavior. 



It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, with three 

administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them 

so that the king might not suffer loss. Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the 

administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over 

the whole kingdom. At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges 

against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could 

find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. Finally 

these men said, “We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has 

something to do with the law of his God” (1-5). 

They could find neither corruption nor negligence in Daniel. Now that is a line describing 

someone who is an excellent worker.  

Paul in Colossians 3:23 speaks to the importance of Christ-followers giving their best to their 

work. Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 

masters… 

These thoughts beg the question of me… Am I a worker in whom there is neither corruption 

nor negligence? Do I work as if I am working for Jesus Himself? 

Do you? 
Lord, thank You for the ability to work and a job at which to work. Lead me and guide me to give my work my 

best. Like Daniel I pray for wisdom and strength and help in my work that what I do will bring You honor and 
glory. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, September 27: Daniel 7 – Jesus’ kingdom to come… 

I have never unraveled the dreams in Daniel. Times and dates of the end have never drawn 

me into wondering about the end. I’m simple minded. I figure I will know when God wants me 

to know. 

So in my reading I latched on to verse 14: He was given authority, glory and sovereign 

power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting 

dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.  This 

verse sounded like it referred to Jesus and His kingdom that would reign forever… and this led 

me to ponder Jesus, when He returns to reign in power and might. I began thinking about the 

kingdom to come, the new heaven and new earth, the time when all tears will be wiped away 

from believers’ eyes. The devil and all his minions will be judged and God will live among His 

people as He did in the Garden of Eden. 

What a glorious day and forever that will be. This is the ultimate hope of the faith…life in 

the presence of the Almighty. 
Oh, Lord, may contemplations of Jesus’ return and the renewed world spur me on to live faithfully for You, 

serving You with gusto and doing all You desire. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, September 28: Daniel 8 –God wins… 

As I mentioned yesterday, the dreams of Daniel remain confusing to me. And I have never 

felt the compulsion to unravel these dreams. End time debates have never really concerned me. 

God will return when He chooses to return and will not consult me so I will live as faithfully as I 

can and God will return when He returns or I will die and go to be with Him when the end of my 

days come. 



All of this is a long way of saying I struggle devotionally when I read the dreams of Daniel. 

One verse sparked a bit. Verse 25: He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself 

superior. When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against the Prince of 

princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power. And even in this verse it was the last 

sentence that drew me to meditation. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power. 

So the enemy of God will be destroyed… by God, who is clearly the not by human power 

statement at the conclusion of the sentence. God wins! 

No matter the troubles we face in the end, God wins and we who stand with the Lord win 

with Him. No matter the trials and tribulations faced in this world, God alone will be victor when 

time has ticked its final tock. 

Daniel’s dream tells of some bad times when evil forces seem to be in control, but in the end 

God will destroy all enemies.  And we know from Revelation that at that time God will renew 

the world and establish life forever more for all who believe in Him. To this I say,  
Halleluiah. Come Lord Jesus… Amen and amen.  

 

 

Sunday September 29, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


