
The Weekly Word 
Sept 16-22, 2019 

 

May God breathe life into you this week through His Word. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, September 16: Hosea 11 – Jesus in Hosea… 

Even though Hosea is an Old Testament prophet speaking to the northern kingdom, verse 1 

launched my thoughts to Jesus. “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called 

my son. The second half of verse 1 is a prophecy regarding Jesus, quoted in Matthew 2:15.  

Joseph, Mary and Jesus fled to Egypt to escape the wrath of Herod, and Hosea 11:1 is quoted 

when the family returns to Israel after Herod’s death and the threat is removed. 

I found myself pondering the many small ways Jesus fulfills God’s Word and plan. Tiny, 

seemly insignificant, details like the flight from Egypt to Isaiah 53’s prophecies about Jesus’ 

death; Jesus is the focus of the hope of Israel and the hope of the world. 

God methodically worked His salvation plan. From Genesis to Revelation God’s sovereign 

plan unfolds. Jesus, the Lamb of God, comes to take away the sins of the world. 

How delightful and unexpected to begin my week reading the Old Testament yet considering 

the gift, love and work of Jesus.  

Yesterday in worship we recited together the Apostle’s Creed, the second stanza offers core 

Christian teaching on Jesus: 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

Jesus is my hope. Jesus is my Savior. Jesus is my Lord. I fill my mind this morning with 

thoughts of Jesus… 

Thanks be to God for Jesus. Thanks be to Jesus for He is God, Savior of the world and Savior 

of my life.  
Oh, Jesus, I am Yours. Use me today for Your honor and glory and the advancement of Your name and fame 

around the globe. To You, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, September 17: Hosea 12 – Still in need of heart surgery… 

The Lord continues to sound His call to return. Israel has strayed and the Lord’s desire is for 

her to return. God’s call is summed up in verse 6: But you must return to your God; maintain 

love and justice, and wait for your God always.  



Lip service to the Lord is not enough...  

First Israel must return. Those two words make it clear that Israel has strayed away. They 

need to change their direction course and come back to the Lord. One word: repentance! This is a 

word that I need as a reminder as well. It is easy to veer off God’s path and repentance, turning 

around is the only way back. 

Maintain love and justice... it is not enough to say ‘I am with the Lord.’ Our lives need to 

reflect God’s presence in us. And two of the most visible alignments we need to make with the 

Lord’s way is to be people of love and justice! And these are not easy to adopt, particularly with 

people I don’t care for or believe are putting in less than maximum effort. I am embarrassed to 

write that last comment because I know how hypocritical it is since I know I don’t always put in 

maximum effort.  
Oh, Lord God, I still need so much heart surgery. Oh, Lord, work on me... 

Hosea reminds Israel and me that additionally I have to grow in patience and wait on God’s 

timing. I can be so arrogant wanting everything on in my time and on my terms. These words 

remind me that God is God and I am not. God’s time, God’s will and God’s way are my 

marching orders... always. Not only when it is convenient to me!!! 
Lord, more surgery is needed. I can be stubborn and stiff necked. Wash me in the blood of Jesus... that I might be 

clean and be Yours, fully and totally. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday September 18: Hosea 13 - Great Sin, Great Guilt must bear Great 

Punishment…  

I have always been troubled by Psalm 137. A psalm of lament, Israel is crying out because of 

their destruction and exile to Babylon. They are dreaming of the day of vindication when God 

will punish their captors. The psalm ends with this troubling line: Happy is the one who seizes 

your infants and dashes them against the rocks (Psalm 137). Something inside me wonders how 

one could pray this kind of a prayer. 

Then today I read verse 16: The people of Samaria must bear their guilt, because they have 

rebelled against their God. They will fall by the sword; their little ones will be dashed to the 

ground, their pregnant women ripped open. Yikes. God is saying that what the people prayed for 

with Babylon would be Israel’s lot because they must bear their guilt. 

It hit me, GREAT SIN, GREAT GUILT, must bear GREAT PUNISHMENT. 

Thus the extreme penalty of hell fits this same scenario. 

While I still cringe at prayers like Psalm 137:9, the understanding that great guilt merits great 

punishment makes more sense. And with this understanding comes a deeper understanding of 

Jesus’ atonement on the cross. Because great guilt deserves great punishment and requires great 

atonement. Thus, the tremendous sacrifice of Jesus, leaving His throne in heaven, submitting to 

becoming human and even death on a cross. Paul describes Jesus’ journey of repeatedly stepping 

down from heaven to the cross in Philippians2:5-8: In your relationships with one another, have 

the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
 

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to 

his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being 

made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!  

My great guilt warranted this... Your great guilt warranted this selfless action by Jesus. It was 

our only hope of salvation...  



Thank You, Lord God, for Your plan of salvation. Thank You, Jesus, for all you did so that people could be 
saved. Thank You, Holy Spirit, for imprinting this true on my heart and the hearts of all who believe. Praise be to 
You, Oh God. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday September 19: Hosea 14 - God never compromises His call to repentance … 

Even to the last word, God continues to hold out His hand for Israel to return. But God never 

compromises His call to repentance. God may state it in different ways, but He never lessens it. 

Return, Israel, to the LORD your God. Your sins have been your downfall! Take words with 

you and return to the LORD. Say to him: “Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously, that we 

may offer the fruit of our lips. Assyria cannot save us; we will not mount warhorses. We will 

never again say ‘Our gods’ to what our own hands have made, for in you the fatherless find 

compassion” (1-3). 

In this final chapter God’s hand remains open to Israel. Hosea, on behalf of the Lord, offers 

an invitation to return... Real return involves recognition of sin and the need for God’s gracious 

forgiveness; Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously.  

Another element is the offer of praise to the Lord or possibly praise about God’s 

graciousness that we may offer the fruit of our lips. Somehow Israel will testify –use their lips –

to offer God gifts.  

A third element of return is the recognition that no one else can save them; Assyria cannot 

save us. One of Israel’s besetting sins was seeking other gods. More than just their latest 

god/savior Assyria, Israel must say ‘no’ to that internal instinct to run after any other gods. We 

will never again say ‘Our gods’ to what our own hands have made. 

Returning to the Lord is always more than lip service. It requires the recognition that God 

alone can save and that the Lord desires our full attention and adoration. God will not share His 

place of honor with another. 

As I meditate on this, I take comfort that God continually holds His hand out to me, to return 

whenever I stray from Him. I also take comfort that God’s terms never change... Love the Lord 

my God with heart and soul and mind and strength. 
Oh, Lord God, may I always find comfort in Your consistence and stability, Your presence and love. And may I 

never take Your grace for granted. Through Jesus I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, September 20: Daniel 1 – God beneath the surface… 

Generally I find myself focusing on Daniel and his friends and their refusal to eat food from 

the king’s table. Today I found myself noticing God’s role underneath the surface. God’s 

activities show up in 2 verses. 

Verse 9: Now God had caused the official to show favor and compassion to Daniel... 

Verse 17: To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of 

literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.  

These two verses are instrumental for Daniel and friends’ request not to eat the king’s food and 

the favorable outcome. 

The favor of the king’s official towards Daniel and friends, plus their excellence in learning, 

is clearly attributed to the Lord in these two verses. It is not merely that Daniel was faithful and 

obedient, but God was working in the background to orchestrate the outcome that would bring 

Him honor and glory. 



The Lord God is always at work, seen and unseen, working His plans, will and way. I have to 

be careful not to fall into the thinking that somehow my actions warrant God’s response, as if I 

can control God by my actions/faithfulness. Instead, I need to constantly be mindful that God’s 

impulses and hand are moving me to do the good God would have me do. 

In other words, I need to remember God is sovereign... God reigns supreme and I am merely 

His servant. When I live faithfully I am only doing what I should and it is not case for me to 

become puffed up about myself. 

Daniel and friends never grow puffed up in the Book. They faithfully live as best they ca,n 

trusting that the Lord will work His will for His best good. 

May that be my life posture as well... 
Oh, Lord, grant me the delight to live for You and may in some small way, my life bring glory to You –Father, 

Jesus, Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.   

 

 

Saturday, September 21: Daniel 2 – God does what only God can do… 

As I pushed myself back from my desk after reading this chapter I thought, “God does what 

only God can do.” This really is the essence of the chapter. Yes, Daniel is faithful, but honestly, 

his chapter is much more about God than Daniel. And I believe that is what Daniel truly wants us 

to understand. 

Early on in the chapter the astrologers respond to the king’s request to tell him both the 

dream and the interpretation, The astrologers answered the king, “There is no one on earth who 

can do what the king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of 

any magician or enchanter or astrologer. What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it 

to the king except the gods, and they do not live among humans” (10-11). 

Then in a few short verses Daniel comes forward to do precisely what the king asks. Daniel 

tells the king his dream and the interpretation. Is Daniel god??? NO way. 

The account unfolds this way. The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), “Are you 

able to tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?” Daniel replied, “No wise man, 

enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, but there 

is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen 

in days to come. Your dream and the visions that passed through your mind as you were lying in 

bed are these: (26-28). Daniel is absolutely clear that God, the God in heaven, revealed it to 

Daniel. Daniel takes no personal credit. 

Then as Daniel winds down telling the king the dream and interpretation, he concludes this 

way. This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by human 

hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces. “The 

great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. The dream is true and its 

interpretation is trustworthy” (45). Again Daniel is clear that God has shown the king what is 

coming. At this point the king responds: Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel 

and paid him honor and ordered that an offering and incense be presented to him. The king said 

to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of 

mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery” (46-47). God is given the credit and the 

praise as the revealer of mysteries. 

Like I said above: God does what only God can do. 

I sit today reveling in the fact that God hasn’t changed. God continues to do what only God 

can do. Sometimes God takes on the ride with Him. Sometimes God shows us what He is up to 

or what He has done and sometimes not. 



Talking with a friend today, he noted  that we see so little of what God is doing. And that is 

true. God is so good and He is acting in ways that affect the world all the time. God is bringing 

about His will. Sometimes God has a role He wants me to play in the working of His will. 

Sometimes God has a role for others to play. Sometimes God acts sovereignly. No matter how, 

God does what only God can do. 
Oh, God, I pray that I am open to Your voice and leading so that I am obedient to You as Daniel was. May my 

life bring glory to Your name and may in some small way I serve to help spread Your name around this globe. 
Through Jesus, my Savior, I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday September 22, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


