
The Weekly Word 
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I pray that Hosea speakes to you very clearly this week. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, September 9: Hosea 5 –Maintain your faith foundation… 

When I read verse 6 I trembled. When they go with their flocks and herds to seek the LORD, 

they will not find him; he has withdrawn himself from them (6). To have God so angry with them 

that He withdraws from them. Oh my, that is why I shuddered. I cannot imagine life with God 

withdrawn. 

As that thought settled in, I flashed to the book of Revelation and God’s Words to the Church 

at Laodicea... “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, 

the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. I know your deeds, that you are neither 

cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot 

nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth (bold mine: Revelation 3:14-16).  

Again, for God to be so angry that He would “spit you out of his mouth”!!! 

How can people God loves get to this place?... God withdrawn, God spewing you from His 

mouth. Both images are devastating. 

How does His beloved fall this low??? 

I heard these verses as a warning. Maintain your walk with the Lord. Do everything you need 

to do to stay connected to the Lord. 

There are the foundational pious practices of weekly worship and daily attending to the 

Lord’s Word and prayer. 

Building upon this foundation, there is regular giving, a regular reminder that everything I 

have is from the Lord. There is service to others, doing good deeds God has prepared for us to do 

(read Ephesians 2:10). There is resisting the devil (see James 4:7) and the pull of the fallen 

human world with its temptations and false gods. 

So I need to ask myself... how am I doing on these faith strengthening endeavors? 

If you are reading the blog, you should probe your inner self as well. 
Lord, life without You would be horrible. Hell on earth. I dread that possibility. Strengthen my arms and legs, 

heart, mind and soul to attend to You. To walk in Your ways so that I never have to face the fate of the northern 
kingdom, Israel, and the church at Laodicea. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, September 10: Hosea 6 –Arms open wide… 

Even after yesterday’s scathing words, Hosea opens today’s reading with an invitation to 

return to the Lord. Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; 

he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds (1).  

Hosea understands that the Lord’s heart is always toward His people. Our God, the Prodigal 

Father, is always ready to open His arms to children who return. No matter where we have been, 

no matter what we have done, God will receive us back. 



As difficult as it must have been to hear that God had withdrawn His presence, I have to 

believe that God’s desire was for His words to be redemptive, calling people back home to true 

and living faith in Him. 

It is so comforting for me to know that we can always come to our senses and return home to 

the Lord, no matter how far we have strayed... 
Lord, thank You for unconditionally loving me. And for receiving me when I turn for home. You have always 

bound my wounds and loved me. I bless and thank You, Lord, for all this and more. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday September 11: Hosea 7- Sometimes love requires punishment…  

Israel has walked away from the Lord over and over again. Her repeated rejection of the Lord 

in favor of other gods is chronicled in this this chapter.  

Their sins engulf them; they are always before me (2b).  

All their kings fall, and none of them calls on me (7b).  

he (Israel) does not return to the LORD his God or search for him (10b).  

they plot evil against me. They do not turn to the Most High (15b-16a). 

Even with Israel’s repeated failures to trust and turn to the Lord, the Lord loves them and 

longs for them. Even though every stanza closes with a major indictment of Israel (verses 

above), verse 13 contains yet another offer of redemption. Sadly, this one is also rejected. I long 

to redeem them but they speak about me falsely (13c).  

Sometimes love requires punishment. Sometimes love must be tough and hold the line. The 

Lord is now holding the line on Israel. 

Like dealing with a drug addict, true love requires that Israel falls. 

How sad it is to read this account of a false-god addict. But that is what Israel is. 

The present day opioid crisis in my country reminds me that every one of us has the potential 

to fall as Israel did. Many a decent person fell into opioid addiction after an accident or injury. 

Due to the fall of Genesis 3 the sin-potential is within each of us. 

I need to recognize this to be on my guard to avoid it. 

The lesson I hear playing in my soul this morning is be mindful, be aware, stay close to the 

Lord... I am no better than Israel. Let her life be a warning to me, to you... 
Lord, keep me close. I cannot walk with You on my strength alone... I need You. I desperately need You. Amen.  

 

 

Thursday September 12: Hosea 8- Beware, guard yourselves… 

As I read this chapter, two places caught my eye so I decided to return to both of them after 

completing my reading. 

First up, verse 6: They are from Israel! This calf—a metalworker has made it; it is not God. It 

will be broken in pieces, that calf of Samaria. The metal calf idol got me thinking about idols of 

today. 

Certainly money is one idol. We don’t make replicas and place them on our mantels but 

digital presentations of this idol scroll across daytime news shows... the Dow is up (green arrow) 

or down (red arrow); likewise scrolls the S&P, etc. Life worships at the feet of the markets; 

economy, markets, tariffs are ubiquitous in our news reporting. And what are they forecasts of, 

wealth. The Almighty dollar, yen, euro, rule life. Hosea’s line hits me... it is not God. 

Could another idol be ‘family?’ We sacrifice and live for family more likely than we do for 

the Lord. How many hours does ‘family’ consume? How much thought?  This realization cuts 

deeply. 



What about careers, retirement...??? 

My take-a-way is to beware of anything that can reduce or substitute for dependence upon 

the Lord. 

The second comes from verse 12-13: I wrote for them the many things of my law, but they 

regarded them as something foreign. Though they offer sacrifices as gifts to me, and though they 

eat the meat, the LORD is not pleased with them. Now he will remember their wickedness and 

punish their sins: They will return to Egypt.  

Do I take seriously what God has said in His Word about life and living, behavior and 

believing? 

The phrase regarded them as something foreign... struck a nerve. I hear people say things 

like, ‘Oh, that was for back then’ or ‘times are different now...’ Aren’t statements really a way of 

saying God’s Word is foreign to my life today. And if people to whom the Word was actually 

written did that, how much easier is it for me a person living 4 centuries later!?! 

Guard yourself is the thought that fills me as I think and write. Guard my heart (what I 

believe); guard my behavior (how I live) so that my life Honors God and what He has written. 
Lord, I pray that Your word remains fresh for me. That I continue to listen, appreciate and follow the Word You 

wrote thousands of years ago. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, September 13: Hosea 9- Striking the plumb line for my life… 

The entire chapter sums up in the opening stanza of the final verse. My God will reject them 

because they have not obeyed him... (17a).  

This is not the most uplifting thought; still this reminder is necessary from time to time. God 

is judge and when He deems it correct He will judge me and everyone. Obedience will be the 

measure. 

With the plumb line struck, I now must evaluate my life. 

I find myself wanting. I am not close to plumb with God’s teachings and law.  

Left to myself I am in deep trouble because I have no ability within me to live perfectly, 

obediently, and even if I could do so from today forward, I have 63years of imperfect 

disobedient living to ‘pay for.’ 

This chapter is a reminder of how desperately I need Jesus. Jesus alone can and did pay for 

my sins and the sins of the world. Faith in Jesus alone paid for my miss-deeds. And faith in Jesus 

alone can provide me with the Holy Spirit so that my life can be more obedient today than if I 

relied solely on myself for strength and wisdom to live God’s way.  

I remain imperfect... thanks be to God for Jesus and His ongoing forgiveness for all my sins 

and shortcomings... Only by faith in Jesus can I avoid the fate of rejection by the Lord. 
Thank You, Jesus. Bless You, Jesus. I cling to You, Jesus. In Your name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Saturday, September 14: Hosea 10 – Like a twig… 

The imagery in verse 7 gripped me. Samaria’s king will be destroyed, swept away like a twig 

on the surface of the waters. Particularly that last image, swept away like a twig on the surface of 

the waters. 

I have stood on the banks of many streams and rivers and on bridges over streams and rivers. 

I have tossed in a twig to watch it be carried by the currents downstream. 

First, I note that twigs are already dead. They are tiny insignificant portions of a branch that 

have broken off. They are nothing. A dead nothing. 



When tossed into the river, twigs are at the mercy of the river. The current may sweep it 

down stream to an unknown destination. The current may take it to the bank where it gets caught 

and will rot in the water. The current may suck it under where it gets lodged. Many more fates 

could await this twig. It is at the mercy of the current. 

Samaria believes that it is a kingdom in charge of its destiny but not so much. God controls 

its present and future. And since they neither acknowledge the Lord nor follow Him, God will 

treat them like an inconsequential twig. 

We are nowhere near as important as we think we are... 

For some reason the 1
st
 question of the Westminster Catechism comes to mind. What is the 

chief end of man? To glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 
Lord, on this eve of worship... may I glorify and enjoy You. And tomorrow may I join with sister and brothers of 

Jesus and worship You. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday September 15, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


