
The Weekly Word 
Sept 2-8, 2019 

 

Amazing, September is here. Fall –my favorite season of the year –is right around the 

corner. And God’s Word is always with us. Enjoy your Bible reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, September 2: John 20 – That you may believe… 

John gives us the reason for writing his gospel. But these are written that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name 
(31).  

John understands the purpose for his writing. He wants people to believe in Jesus as the Son 

of God, Messiah, because John understands that believing ushers a person in abundant life now 

and into the future eternally. 

John is not writing a ‘history’ per se. He is not writing a biography. His goal is unashamedly 

evangelistic. John’s desire is to introduce people to Jesus so that they too might put their faith in 

Him. Is it any wonder that John records Thomas’ declaration, “My Lord and my God!”? (28). 

That is precisely what John hopes every reader of his gospel will declare! 

40+ years ago I made that declaration and I have walked with Jesus (imperfectly) ever since. 

I do not regret one moment of my journey with Jesus except for the times I disappointed Him. 

If you have been reading John’s gospel along with me for these past 3 weeks, I hope, I pray 

that you like Thomas have declared to Jesus, My Lord and my God! 
Lord Jesus, thank You for inspiring John to write his account of Your story. I pray that as this gospel and the 

rest of the Bible is translated into new languages that people believe in You through reading Your world and that 
others are strengthened in their faith through reading Your word. I pray this, Jesus, in Your name. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, September 3: John 21 –Jesus cares for the little things… 

Sometimes it is the tiniest details that catch my attention. That was certainly true today. In 

verse 11, So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of 
large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. In this verse it was the count of the 

fish in the net, 153, and that the net was not torn that caught my eye. 

I just smile reading things like this. Details like these point to the eyewitness character of the 

gospel.  

The fact that the net was not torn prompted me to delight in the wonder of Jesus. Jesus 

provides for an abundant catch… and even more so Jesus supports the nets so that they can haul 

in all the fish.  

When I read this I thought, Jesus takes care of the little things in life. Jesus is not only 

interested in the big things, the major things of life, He cares for the little things as well. 

We have a significant prayer ministry at the church I serve. The prayer ministers often say to 

me, ‘Jesus cares for even the smallest needs, no need is too small?’ I asked them once why they 

always mention that no need is too small? Their response, “many people don’t come to prayer 

because they think their need is too small and God would be bothered by such a small request.” 



John’s note that the net was not torn, reminds me that no need is too small to escape God’s 

attention and God’s care. 
Thank You, Lord, for being such a big God that You care for the smallest details and needs in our lives, even the 

condition and strength of fishing nets. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday September 4: Hosea 1 - Time…  
I found myself contemplating all the time involved in this chapter. At the direction of the 

Lord, Hosea had to find a wife, marry and then have 3 children. By my calculation that is at least 

3 years and could easily be longer than that. 

During all that time Hosea needed to be faithful and learn. It doesn’t seem like he was yet 

prophesying to Israel. God was using all that time to prepare Hosea for his prophetic calling. 

In my instant society, I want everything now. I want things to be immediate and to happen 

‘licitly split’. But God’s way often involves way more time than I desire. 

Hosea followed the Lord’s instructions and bided his time while God worked through the 

human events God directed to Hosea.  

Faithfulness is following God one step at a time, one day at a time over a life time. God was 

not in a hurry. God was working His plan and Hosea needed to learn patience and obedience so 

that God could use him as one of the writing prophets of the Old Testament. 

I need to learn the patience and obedience of Hosea… and to be faithful in the directions the 

Lord gives to me… and this takes time. 
Lord, lead me. And when my impatience gets in the way, Lord, correct me and set me back on Your path and 

back into Your timing, whatever that may be. In Your name Jesus I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday September 5: Hosea 2- Thankfulness… 

Hosea is rebuking Israel for forsaking the Lord and chasing after other ‘lovers’ (gods). In 

verse 8 two rebukes surfaced for me. She has not acknowledged that I was the one who gave 
her the grain, the new wine and oil, who lavished on her the silver and gold— which they used 
for Baal (8).  

At the end of the sentence God’s provisions were used for delighting in false gods…this 

aspect didn’t speak to me. But the first one spoke volumes. She has not acknowledged that I 
was the one who gave her the grain, the new wine and oil, who lavished on her the silver and 
gold… 

I live a very comfortable life and I live among people who for the most part live very 

comfortable lives, too. God has lavished upon me (us) food and water and shelter plus silver and 

gold. Am I grateful to the Lord for these good things? Do I take too much credit for earning 

these, not being honest with myself that I grew up privileged with a trajectory of finer things? Do 

I recognize that I would have nothing were it not for God’s many graces.  

When I hold true thankfulness for the Lord, then I want to honor God with my resources and 

wealth. So if I learn from Hosea’s first rebuke –be aware and thankful for God’s many blessings 

–then I will be far more likely to use my money and resources in ways that honor the Lord and 

not false gods…  

Thank you Hosea for showing me these related truths. 



Lord, again and again, Your Word, ancient as it may be, speaks directly to me and my life now in the 21st 
century. I am grateful, Lord, that Your Word is alive and that the Holy Spirit instructs me through it… in Jesus’ 
name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Friday, September 6: Hosea 3- Obedience costs… 

I cannot imagine how difficult it must have been for Hosea to buy back his wife. The LORD 
said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another man and is 
an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and 
love the sacred raisin cakes.” So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer 
and a lethek of barley (1-2).  

I have seen the devastation spouses feel when their wife/husband have cheated on them. 

Hosea’s situation seems to move beyond the pain of a cheating spouse. His wife left him with the 

kids, I assume, and went off to seek others. She moved out and moved in and was now ‘owned’ 

by another. To get her back, Hosea had to pay for her. She cost him half the price of a common 

slave. 

How do you begin loving someone who has done this to you? I cannot fathom what Hosea is 

thinking and feeling inside as he is obedient to the Lord. 

Obedience costs... obedience costs. 

I sit and camp on those words. 

Obedience costs and Hosea willingly pays all the costs, monetary and emotional. So deep is 

his love for the Lord. 

Is my love for the Lord as deep??? 
Lord, I pray so... I pray so. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, September 7: Hosea 4 –Lack of knowledge… 

Stark words: my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. “Because you have rejected 
knowledge, I also reject you... (6a). 

I was talking with a friend recently. He is a US citizen who has been a missionary in 

Nicaragua for over 26 years. His daughter who lived in Nicaragua since she was elementary 

school age married a Nicaraguan. They recently moved back to the States and ran into some 

unexpected hurdles getting their 2 children US citizenship. Turns out even though she was born 

in the US of US parents you have to live in the US for 7 years (which she has) but 4 of those 

years need to be after age 18 to pass citizenship onto your children. (They were able to get US 

citizenship for their children through grandparent heritage.) As we talked about all this my friend 

said, “We didn’t know this portion of immigration law. Ignorance of the law is no excuse.” 

My friend stated a deep truth: Ignorance of the law is no excuse. Israel is finding this out the 

hard way. They are being destroyed from lack of knowledge. 

I fear that many parts of the church are setting themselves up for a similar fate. Too many 

people do not read and study the Word for themselves. Many long time Christians have never 

read the entire Bible. This is incredibly sad; and even worse it is very dangerous. If believers 

don’t know what the Word teaches, then they are susceptible to living in error simply out of 

ignorance.  

If you are reading this devotion/blog, what are you doing to combat your ignorance of God’s 

Word? 



I read a chapter a day and mine it for truth and devotion... you are reading over my shoulder 

right now. Additionally I read the whole of the Bible yearly plus I read other solidly orthodox 

books on the faith from authors and thinkers who can instruct me and guide me on the path of 

Jesus.  

Ignorance is not bliss... it is a recipe for disaster. Just ask the people to whom Hosea is 

writing... 
Lord, teach me. Give me a desire to continue to read, study and bring into my life Your Word and Your truth, 

because Your Word and truth is food for my soul. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday September 8, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


