
The Weekly Word 
Aug 26 – Sept 1, 2019 

 

September is coming... the year is flying. God’s Word remains steady.  Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, August 26: John 14 - Forever… 

In my red-letter Bible, this chapter is almost entirely red… Jesus is giving His disciples some 

final instructions before His passion begins. Again this is one of those chapters where a person 

can stop at any verse and find something upon which to meditate.  

I found my stopping place in verses 15-16: “If you love me, keep my commands. And I will 

ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever—   

I can only imagine the uncertainty created by Jesus as He tells His disciples that He will be 

leaving them. He says He will come back, but this still means that He is leaving (see 1-3). 

What does Jesus do to assure His disciples and give them something hopeful? He begins to 

tell them about the Holy Spirit (‘another advocate’) who will help you and be with you forever. It 

is the word forever that caught my attention. Jesus could have simply said that God will give you 

another to help you But Jesus chose to continue emphasizing that the Advocate would be with 

them forever.  

While I don’t imagine that the disciples understood who the advocate was at this time, I do 

suspect that the forever comment was oh so comforting. The disciples’ heads must have been 

spinning a bit. Jesus is going away, what will they do? Who will lead and teach and be with 

them… 

Whoever this advocate is… he will be Jesus’ representative with them while He is gone. 

I know the fact that the Advocate will be with me (us) forever gives me peace. I am so 

thankful that Jesus and the Father sent the Holy Spirit to be with us and that the Spirit will never 

leave us and forsake us.  
Oh, God, thank You for sending the Holy Spirit. Thank You for the comfort and care You showed in making 

sure that I (we) would never be alone. I am so grateful for the love and care You show us, Oh God. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, August 27: John 15- Have I compromised too much?… 

Hate is a strong word. Jesus uses hate multiple times in the center section of this chapter to 

characterize the world’s reaction to Himself and to His disciples. “If the world hates you, keep in 

mind that it hated me first.  If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, 

you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world 

hates you (18-19).   

I can’t say that I feel hated by people outside the Christian faith. Misunderstood. 

Mischaracterized. Minimized. Marginalized. Oh, there are likely some who hate me because of 

my faith, but not in a way some brothers or sisters are hated and tracked down in other parts of 

the world. 

I wonder if I am not hated because I don’t voice my opinions forcefully on matters that 

distinguish my thinking from what many in the world think. 



I wonder if we are not hated in my world because we have been set to the side as being 

irrelevant. 

Jesus goes on to say, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. I 

am pondering those last words; I have chosen you out of the world. I am wondering if I live too 

much like I am still in the world.  Maybe that is why I am not hated… I look and act pretty much 

like everyone else!  

I reread what I just wrote and shudder inside. Have I compromised too much? Have I 

capitulated too much? 

These are difficult questions to answer honestly. My knee-jerk reaction is to say ‘no’, but am 

I being honest with myself??? 
Lord, help me to be honest with myself before You. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday August 28, John 16- Being called to leadership is generally more than you 

anticipate…  
Being called to leadership is generally more than you anticipate. 

This chapter opens with a wakeup call for the disciples. All this I have told you so that you 

will not fall away. They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when 

anyone who kills you will think they are offering a service to God (1-2).  

Right out of the gate Jesus’ comment about falling away is a bit ominous. You are following 

a rabbi, healer and miracle worker. Falling away is probably not a ‘first thought’ as a disciple. 

Granted the religious leaders are a bit vexed, but the populous love Him. 

Jesus’ words go from ominous to problematic... First they will be put out of the synagogue, 

their spiritual home. Then there is the possibility of being killed. Now things are truly dangerous! 

With a minor hiccup the couple of days following Jesus’ crucifixion the disciples accept this 

fate without blinking an eye. This is pretty amazing to me. 

I wonder and try to imagine how I would have reacted. Would I have been so brave and 

courageous? Would I have stayed the course? Would I have gone to the upper room or stayed 

away? Would I have shown up on the Mount of Olives to meet Jesus and receive His great 

commission? I cannot honestly say. 

Maybe the power of the group would have given me courage I might not have found within 

myself.   If I made it to Pentecost, then the power of the Holy Spirit would have propelled me 

like it did the apostles. But making it until the resurrection... that was the real endeavor.  

I wasn’t there and there is honestly no way of answering my own questions. And in my world 

as of right now I will not face the pressures the apostles did 

Still these verses and my thoughts cause me to realize the one thing I can control is my 

response to Jesus right now... 
And Jesus, I want to say, ‘I am all in. I am Yours, Lord Jesus. I am Yours’. In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday August 29: John 17- Unity within God’s family is a big deal … 

It is comforting to meditate upon that fact that Jesus, shortly before he entered into His 

saving act of atonement, took time to pray for His followers. What a gift. What a kindness...  

It seems every time I read the Scriptures there is something new even in familiar passages. 

There is something about the Scriptures breathing life into the human soul. Today it was the 

second half of verse 11 that latched onto me. 



Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they 

may be one as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe... (11b-

12a). 

When I first read the sentence opening, Holy Father, protect them by the power of your 

name, I anticipated that Jesus would pray protection from the devil or the world that they might 

try to separate us from the Lord. But that isn’t where Jesus went in His prayer. He prays so that 

they may be one as we are one. Jesus prays for unity, oneness of His followers. 

I thought Jesus would have prayed that my/our life would be temptation free. Instead Jesus 

prays that I embrace the unity He grants with all others who believe in Him. 

This makes me realize that unity in the family of God is more important to Jesus than it is to 

me. 

I don’t think about unity within the faith very much; Jesus in His few minutes of prayer 

elevates unity to a vaulted position. 

I am thinking that unity needs to be pushed up a number of notches on my index of important 

theological positions.  
Lord, I pray for understanding... understanding better the importance You place on unity. I pray that greater 

understanding will help me honor, seek and live into the Unity that Jesus prayed for here in John 17. I pray that the 
increased understanding will help me grow closer toward maturity in faith and living. I pray this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.   

 

 

Friday, August 30: John 18- Caught off guard… 

Have you ever been caught off guard? Someone asks you a question you weren’t expecting 

and the words out of your mouth skirt the truth, or maybe your words lie about the truth?  

I have. I feel threatened so I responded in a way to eliminate the threat –whether the threat 

was real or imagined. I am not proud of those moments. The specific moment I am thinking 

about was not a life or death situation. I was belittled for my faith and my mouth spoke face-

saving, conversation-ending words rather than truth.  

Like Peter, I buckled. Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this 

disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, but 

Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came 

back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in. “You aren’t one of this man’s 

disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter. He replied, “I am not.” (15-17). 

I pictured the situation. John, who is known to the high priest, vouches for Peter and gets him 

a ‘ticket’ into the high priest’s courtyard. The servant girl at the doorway asks an innocuous 

question, “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” There seems to be an edge to the 

question, underscored by the “are you.” But it is the presence of the three-letter word ‘too’ that 

colors the question significantly. It seems as if she is saying to Peter, “You aren’t one of this 

man’s disciples ‘like John your spokesperson,’ are you?” It is as if she knows John is a disciple 

of Jesus and is asking if Peter is another disciple. She is a servant girl. What is she going to do 

have Peter arrested? 

Still Peter is caught off guard. Rather than a simple ‘yes’, he emphatically says “I am not.” I 

wonder what expression John’s face showed in that moment. 

The great Peter folds like a collapsible table. 

We know the rest of the story... twice more Peter lies about his allegiance to Jesus. Still, after 

the resurrection Jesus comforts and restores Peter. That is so Jesus... caring for the hurting. 



I so appreciate this story. I am so glad God saw fit to make sure it was included in the Bible, 

not once, but by all 4 gospel writers. I appreciate the story because it says to me; I can be 

restored when I collapse!  

God is so good and so forgiving. Sometimes it seems that God is more forgiving towards me 

than I am towards myself! 
Amazing Love how can it be that thou my God didst find out me?  Thank you, Jesus, for all the forgiveness you 

have shown me. Thank you, Peter, for being man enough to allow your failure and restoration to be told. Thank You, 
Lord God, for inviting me to be one of Your children, imperfect as I am. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, August 31: John 19 – Never broken… 

Unbridled torture. I don’t know how else to describe what Jesus endured atoning for our sins. 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns 

and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe and went up to him again and again, 

saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face (1-3). Flogging by itself was 

horrendous, but that was only the beginning. The mocking crown –a crown of thorns –and purple 

robe multiplied insult to the injury. And the slaps in the face, over-the-top humiliating torture. 

And all this was simply a precursor to crucifixion. 

But Jesus’ spirit never broke. Never. He resolved to provide for humanity the atonement we 

so desperately required. 

Whereas Jesus remains resolved, Pilate is a flimsy leader. To Jesus Pilate claims, “Do you 

refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to 

crucify you?” (10). Yet only a few breaths later we are told. From then on, Pilate tried to set 

Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of 

Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” (12, bold underline mine).  

Bravado with Jesus yet he didn’t have the power to do what he decided to do. All Pilate 

could muster was to ‘try’ to free Jesus. I thought Pilate had the power to either free him or 

crucify him. 

I started thinking, I wonder how many times I believe I have certain ‘power’ or ‘authority’ 

only to discover my power and authority is mostly illusion. This, it seems to me, is one of the 

curses of the fall. We humans believe we have more power and authority than we truly do. We 

believe this because we want to be God. The sin of the Garden of Eden still lives! 

Problem is we will never be God... demi-god is our only possibility. And demi-god’s never 

end well for themselves or the people they subjugate.  

Back to Jesus, He endured all this to pay for my sin, to redeem my life... what a gift. What a 

Savior. What a loving God! 

Tomorrow I will gather with fellow believers in Jesus and give Him His due... worship! 
All hail the power of Jesus name, let angels prostrate fall. Bring forth the royal diadem and crown Him Lord of 

All! 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ... Savior and Lord of All! Amen.  

 

 

Sunday September 1, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 



answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


