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John’s Gospel continues its march toward Jesus’ great work on the cross.  Happy 

reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, August 19: John 8 – He slipped away… 

I love the way Jesus is in command in every situation. Talking with the Jewish leaders He 

says something that offends them. And yet He slips away... 

“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” At this, they 

picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds (58-

59). 

There are many ways to show you are in command of a situation. At times Jesus uses logic, 

His words cause the leaders to stop talking. At other times He stands and quiets a storm or heals 

someone in need. Today He slips away.  

The fact that Jesus does this causes me to realize that Jesus gave his life to the cross. Then, as 

well I know, if He wanted to avoid the cross He could have. He could have called down angels to 

His defense or slipped away, but He did neither... Jesus embraced the cross. He embraced it for 

me and for you and for the world. And this makes me all the more grateful to Jesus... who died 

so that I could live. 
Thank you Jesus... thank you... 
In Your name Jesus I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Tuesday, August 20: John 9- Am I working?… 

The account of the blind man’s miraculous healing has so many tough places for devotion.  

I was attracted to the opening which reads like this: As he went along, he saw a man blind 

from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 

born blind?” “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that 

the works of God might be displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must do the works of him 

who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of 

the world” (1-5)  

Who sinned, the man or his parents, that he was born blind... what an interesting worldview 

this comment underscores. People believed that for the man to be blind someone in his life 

sinned, as if the blindness is a punishment for someone’s sin-filled actions. Ouch, the God 

behind that is a cosmic punisher... break my rules, bam, be blind! 

How difficult it must be to grasp hold of the truth that God is love for people with that 

starting point. People today still hold that view. What a giant leap they need to make to come to 

faith in Jesus.  

Hmmm, on further reflection everyone has some giant leap to make to believe in Jesus.  

As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one 

can work. I wondered what’s the deal that night is coming when no one can work? Is Jesus 

saying there will be a time when we –His followers –will not be able to do God’s work because 



it is ‘night?’ Does night infer the days of tribulation in Revelation? Now that I am writing and 

pondering this sentence.  Would it be referring to the time when Jesus dies and is in the grave 

until the resurrection? This thought gives me more comfort and seems closer to the truth since 

Pentecost Christ-followers have been empowered to work until Jesus returns.  

This begs the question of me... am I working in the light of Jesus for the glory of God? 
Lord, may the words of my mouth and the labors of my hands bring glory to Your name... Lord, I pray this is 

true when I am conscious of working for You and when I am about the mundane tasks of life. May my entire life be a 
praise offering to You, my Lord, and my God. Through Jesus I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday August 21, John 10- A leader people will follow…  
This week I stumbled upon a Ted Talk by Simon Sinek, Why Good leaders make you feel 

safe (https://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_why_good_leaders_make_you_feel_safe). He begins telling the 

story of Captain William Swensen who was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his 

actions on Sept 8, 2009. When his convoy came under heavy attack, among other heroics, 

Captain Swenson ran into live fire to rescue the wounded and pull out the dead. By coincidence 

one medivac helicopter officer had a ‘go pro’ on his helmet and filmed captain Swensen carrying 

a severely wounded soldier to the helicopter. As he laid the wounded comrade down Captain 

Swensen bent over and gave him a kiss before turning around to face fire again to save others. 

Sinek asks the question, “Where does that kind of love come from?” He goes on to observe that 

the military gives medals to people who sacrifice themselves for others but business generally 

gives bonuses to those who sacrifice others for themselves.  

Sinek goes on to make the case that people will follow leaders who give of themselves and 

make the teams safe places where everyone is valued. People will follow leaders who put team 

before themselves.  

Watching that video I thought of Jesus... He sacrificed for us. As He said in today’s reading, 

“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—just as the Father knows me 

and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep (14-15). And these were not simply 

nice sounding words; Jesus did give His life for us on the cross! Jesus is for us and Jesus will 

watch over us and Jesus is a leader billions are willing to follow even unto death.  

Jesus truly is the Good Shepherd. 
Savior, I will follow You wherever You lead... in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

Thursday August 22: John 11- Internal Motives… 
How is it that one person can view a miracle and believe and another can view the same 

miracle and disbelieve? I wish I could answer that question. Somewhere in the answer, it seems 

to me, is the disposition of our hearts and the things that motivate us.  

The raising of Lazarus is an amazing miracle, yet the Jewish leaders, who had hopes and 

dreams of a sovereign Jewish state independent of Roman influence, could not see the miracle. 

Why did they miss the miracle? Apparently because they believed it would undermine their 

beloved nation and temple. Fear of Rome closed their eyes to truth. This comes out in the story 

in verse 45 and following.  

Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him. But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 

Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. “What are we 

https://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_why_good_leaders_make_you_feel_safe


accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many signs. If we let him go on like 

this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our temple 

and our nation.” …So from that day on they plotted to take his life. (45-48, 53).  

Fear of Rome closed their eyes to the miracle and the truth of Jesus… 

I wondered what personal hopes, dreams, and societal thought patterns close my eyes to the 

truth and miracles of Jesus? Where have I constructed a box of beliefs so tight that I do not allow 

the sovereign God to move? I wondered what sin patterns in my life blind me from what God is 

doing or wanting to do? 

These questions do not please me; in fact they frighten me a bit. Are their areas of my life, 

even after 40+ years of walking with Jesus where sin has a debilitating grip on me? 

All I can do is fall on my face before the Lord and allow God to search me and show me 

where confession and repentance are needed… 
Oh, God –Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit –search me and root out from me the sin which blinds me from the truth of 

Your word and keeps me from following Your ways. Oh, God, I am incapable of seeing and dealing with these 
ingrained sins by myself. Only through You and by Your strength can I venture toward repentance and confession. So 
have Your way in me… so that I might become more mature and complete in You. I pray this in the name of my 
Savior, Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, August 23: John 12- ‘Secret’ believers… 

In between Jesus’ many statements in this chapter, John inserts context and comments. And 

one of his comments caught my eye. 

Verse 42-43: Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because 

of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith for fear they would be put out of 

the synagogue; or they loved human praise more than praise from God. 

This caused me to wonder about being a ‘secret’ Believer… 

My initial inclination is that one cannot be a ‘secret’ Believer. However, I have to admit that 

is coming from my position as a middle class, white male in the most prosperous and free 

country in the world. I admit that I do not understand what it would be like to be a Believer in a 

repressive regime. 

I read stories about Christians in the former Soviet Union who held secret meetings to project 

themselves from raids, beatings, arrest and death. Should they be discovered these Christian 

sisters and brothers faithfully admitted they were Christ-followers but for the sake of their lives 

and the lives of family members they tried to keep their faith quiet and under the radar. 

In Nigeria I am familiar with a number of ministries to Muslim women. Many come to faith 

in Jesus, but because they live in Muslim north and would be killed if their husbands knew about 

their conversion, they are counseled to keep quiet about their faith for their life sake and the lives 

of their children. 

Because of these and other stories I know, I am reticent to make a blanket statement about 

being a ‘secret’ Believer. However, that said, the text sends mixed signals. On the one hand, 

some religious leaders who came to believe in Jesus kept their belief quiet and would not openly 

acknowledge their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue. This doesn’t quite rise 

to the level of facing death, but I guess that could be an outcome. But then John goes on to say, 

or they loved human praise more than praise from God. This group is more suspect, loving the 

praise of humans more than God seems to undercut the idea of faith in the first place. 



The more I ponder the more I realize that I am not in a place to judge; God who knows the 

heart will judge and judge perfectly. Some might be secretive about their faith for legit reasons 

and others show they really don’t believe by their ‘secret’ faith.. 

Turning to myself, the country in which I live gives me no legit reasons to be secretive about 

my faith. I need to be an ambassador for Jesus everywhere I go… 
Lord, show me how to live openly and forcefully and effectively for You. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 

 

Saturday, August 24: John 13 – He loved to the end… 

The washing of the disciples’ feet is one of the most moving episodes in Jesus’ life, for me. 

Imagining Jesus rising from the table to wash their feet, His hands dripping with the dirt of the 

streets is a powerful image and example for me. 

Today when reading this chapter I noticed something new in the first sentence. It was just 

before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and 

go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. It was 

the final clause that caught me attention… 

he loved them to the end… 

Poignant, powerful, these words pierced my psyche. They capture the reality of Jesus… He 

loved them –He loves us –to the end. Jesus holds nothing back. He gives us His whole self. He 

never flinched in His saving role. Today He washed feet, unheard of for a rabbi.  Soon He would 

hang on the cross the ransom for many. He loved to the end! 

Tomorrow I will gather with many in person and billions in spirit and worship Jesus who 

loved to the end, who embodies love, who is love. 

Oh, the joy of Jesus… who loves to the end. 

I am loved and so are you… 
Oh, Jesus, words fail to express my amazement in this moment. You, Lord, Savior, God, loved your disciples to 

the end.  You love me to the end, You love the world to the end. Thank You and bless You, Jesus. Halleluiah. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday August 25, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


