
The Weekly Word 
August 12-18, 2019 

 

The heat is on, August is in full swing. Find a cool spot and keep up with your Bible 

reading.  Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, August 12: John 2 – Water into wine… 

The first of Jesus’ miracles is an interesting one. I mean really? You’re the God of the 

universe and Your first miracle is known only to a few waiters and Your disciples?  And all it 

does is save a nameless groom and his family from some embarrassment with their tipsy guests! 

This miracle begs for more contemplation… 

Additional thoughts cause me to realize that God cares about all aspects of life. 

Embarrassment may not be life or death, but in a shame based culture it certainly would plant a 

stigma on the family and the couple. This also shows me that smaller things are just as important 

to the Lord as biggies. 

This miracle shows me that Jesus honors His mom, His family. Mary holds a unique place in 

Jesus’ life. There is no mention of Joseph, likely he was already died. As first born, Jesus is the 

male head of the family. Still Mary is mom and Jesus honors her. At the close of this Gospel 

Jesus will make sure His mom is taken care of, asking John to watch over her from the cross (see 

John 19:25-27). 

A third aspect of this miracle is the quality of Jesus’ work. He doesn’t make water into cheap 

wine… He makes water into a fine wine, going above and beyond. He creates the best wine. 

Growing up I heard people use the phrase, “God doesn’t make junk.” So true. In this situation 

Jesus made more than enough wine and He made vintage quality.  

Stepping back from these thoughts I am blessed by this view of Jesus. It helps me understand 

that Jesus cares for me… for the big and little things of my life. Nothing is too trivial for me to 

bring to Jesus. Family matters, which makes my adoption into God’s family and becoming a 

“brother” of Jesus all that more significant. And thirdly when Jesus acts, He does so with all the 

authority and creativity of the One who made the universe in the first place. 

There is no better place to be than in Jesus’ family… 
Jesus, Father, Holy Spirit, I am so blessed to be, by Your invitation and gracious work, part of Your family. I 

love and adore You. Through Jesus I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, August 13: John 3- John model of humility… 

I don’t recall ever noticing that Jesus actually baptized some people.  Verse 26: They came to 

John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan—the 

one you testified about—look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.”  

I wonder what it was like to be baptized by Jesus? Did He use the Christian baptismal 

formula or was this a precursor baptism? Honestly all these musings are just that, musings. All 

we know is that Jesus was baptizing people and His crowds began to eclipse the crowds that 

were coming to see John.  



John was not troubled by his waning popularity. In fact he seemed to relish it because John 

knows that Jesus –the one who came after him –was Messiah sent from God. Verse 30: He 

[Jesus] must become greater; I must become less.”  

Watching John I realize that there is true power in understanding one’s true place in God’s 

economy. John knew he was the advance guard, preparing the way for God’s Messiah. He was 

never confused about his role. 

Likewise I am merely a herald and announcer of Jesus and a teacher explaining Jesus’ 

teaching. Nothing more and nothing less… All God asks of me is to play my role and do what 

He directs. Jesus in the Savior, I am a herald.  

There is freedom in knowing my role, I don’t have to do everything. I don’t have to be the 

Savior, I just need to be obedient to do those things God has prepared in advance for me to do 

(see Ephesians 2:10). 

John is such a great example of faithfulness… 
Thank You, God, for putting John’s story into Your written record. Help me to emulate John as I live to serve 

and lift up Jesus. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday August 14, John 4- The Identity of Jesus…  
John is not interested in hiding who Jesus is. From the start of the Gospel John has been 

making sure that his readers understand who Jesus is. In this chapter John uses names and 

actions to let readers know who Jesus is. Jesus is: 

Messiah (called Christ) (26),  

Savior of the world (42), and 

A miracle worker capable of healing people (43-54). 

John strives in as many ways as he can consider to explain and demonstrate to people that Jesus 

is God, Savior sent into the world to save people by their belief in Him. 

Have you? 
I believe, Oh Jesus, I believe that You are God in human flesh, the Messiah, and Savior for all of human kind. I 

believe… Amen. 

 

 

Thursday August 15: John 5- Sin is a big problem… 
I was struck by Jesus’ comment to the man He healed by the pool of Bethsaida. After the 

healing, Jesus slips away but later, finds the man He healed. At this second meeting Jesus says a 

curious thing to the man. Verse 14b: “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse 

may happen to you.”  

There is no indication in the story that sin was the issue behind the man’s initial ailment, 

which to my mind makes Jesus’ comment all the more curious. Again Jesus said, “See, you are 

well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” 

I am not sure what to make of this comment. It appears to be a warning that if he continues in 

some sin pattern, then even worse medical issues will happen to him. 

Is this a case of a bad (sin-filled) habit having negative health affects… like drug or alcohol 

abuse??? 

Is this a case of spiritual realities, that if he persists (notices stop sinning… he is doing 

something) an even worse spiritual condition will descend upon him… like the warning to the 

healed demon possessed man that who is warned about 7 worse demons who might come to 

him?  (“When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places seeking rest 



and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it finds the 

house swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than 

itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that person is worse than the 

first.” (Luke 11:24-26)). 

I am not sure how to understand this word from Jesus other than to take it as a warning to not 

persist in sin. And this fits with the testimony of Scripture in a number of places. 
Lord God, show me if there are areas in my life that I must clean up… places of persistent sin. I pray this in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, August 16: John 6- Food that endures… 

So many stopping places. So many points to ponder and meditate upon! 

I chose verses 26-27 and particularly verse 27a (bolded): Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell 

you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs I performed but because you ate the 

loaves and had your fill.  Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal 

life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of 

approval.” 

What is it to work for food that endures? 

Obviously Jesus is not talking about real food, food that a person eats. He is using a 

metaphor for some other faith activity. 

Food that endures… belief. Belief in Jesus. The context seems quite clear, Jesus is using food 

as the metaphor for believing. This becomes readily apparent a few verses later; Very truly I tell 

you, the one who believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life (47-48).   

So what does it mean to work for belief… belief that endures? 

Belief that endures requires a total reorienting of one’s life around Jesus. Belief is so much 

more than simply mental ascent. The belief Jesus speaks of goes to the very core of who a person 

is. Our core becomes new; it is changed. Its focus is not simply on human needs and wants, but 

on God’s desires and directions. As I said already it is a total reorienting of one’s life around 

Jesus and His way and His teaching. 

Jesus is the food that endures and believing in Him is the life work of all of His followers. 

We will live differently. We will think differently. We will speak differently all because we have 

become different from the inside out. 

This is to be my life work… to become all that Jesus would have me be and do all that Jesus 

would have me do… 
Lord Jesus, show me where and how I still need reorienting. Lord Jesus, help me learn from You so that I might 

emulate You. I know, Lord, that I am riddled with sin. Root sin out of me and fill those voids with love and desire for 
You. Help me to be truly Christian, a ‘little Christ’ in my world. I pray in Your name. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, August 17: John 7 – Jesus speaks hard truth to us… 

As a follower of Jesus I often wonder how people can miss His message of love, forgiveness, 

grace and mercy. It makes so much sense to me to follow and believe in Jesus. Then I read verse 

seven and a light goes on. The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that its 

works are evil (7).  

Jesus was never intimidated; He called a spade a spade and sin, sin. This can be problematic 

to hear. I don’t think anyone likes being told that the way we are living is wrong and needs to be 



repented of and changed. Admitting our sin and accepting the need to change our ways is a 

prerequisite to following Jesus. This it seems is a major stumbling block to following Jesus… 

Jesus tells us when our works and ways are evil. If a person is not willing to hear news like 

this, they are never going to follow Jesus. 

It is all well and good to think about this theoretically, but to be a follower of Jesus I have to 

be willing to regularly plumb my life up against the words and will of Jesus and all of the Holy 

Scriptures. 

On this eve of Lord’s Day worship, I pause to examine my life and ask the Lord to help me 

see the repentance I need to make… 
Jesus, search me and know my ways. See if there is any wicked way in me and when You find some, cause me to 

see it that I might repent. I pray this in Your name Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday August 18, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


