
The Weekly Word 
July 29 – Aug 4, 2019 

 

Judgment is an awful thing. This week we read God’s judgments on the neighbors and 

enemies of His people.… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, July 29: Jeremiah 47 - Devastating… 

Judgment may begin with the House of the Lord but it will include everyone. God causes 

Jeremiah to lift his gaze and continue speaking words against Israel’s neighbors. Today’s chapter 

is prophecy against the Philistines.  

Devastating… God’s hand against Philistia will be devastating. Verse 3b characterizes the 

force of God’s blow. Parents will not turn to help their children; their hands will hang limp.  

As a parent, and now a grandparent, I have to stretch my mind to the breaking point to 

imagine NOT turning to help a child. 

When it comes, the wrath of God will be overpowering...  

I sit in quiet, my heart beating at the thought of the day of the Lord coming. God’s 

punishment of Israel, Egypt and now Philistia reverberate as a sentinel call to change our ways 

and turn to the Lord. These judgments are a foretaste of God’s final judgment. The last book of 

the Bible, Revelation, reveals what the last days will be like. Only the Lord’s people will be left 

standing… 

Only faith in Jesus provides entrance into God’s family… Have you taken that step of faith? I 

am so grateful that I have… 
Lord God, thank You for reaching down and saving me from my just desserts. I am so grateful for all you have 

done for me. I bless You and praise You. Through Jesus Christ, my Lord, I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, July 30: Jeremiah 48 – temptations to trust self rather than God… 

Jeremiah gives a scathing prophetic word to Moab about her coming destruction. There is no 

offer to repent. No options are given to avert this disaster. It is coming. 

Reading through this prophecy verse 7 seemed to sum up Moab’s offense against God: Since 

you trust in your deeds and riches, you too will be taken captive, and Chemosh will go into exile, 

together with his priests and officials.  

Moab trusted in her own deeds and riches. 

I find it frightening to read those words because it remains so easy to fall into this same sin 

pattern today. Trusting in self, trusting in the wealth I have accumulated, and trusting in what I 

can do for myself remains all too easy. 

Isn’t this merely on facet of the serpent’s temptation Adam and Eve in the garden... to 

become like God... (see Genesis 3:5) to become God for ourselves.  

The writer of Ecclesiastes ties is correct; there is nothing new under the sun (1:9). 

So I sit pondering the temptations, I have to trust myself rather than the Lord... 
Oh, God, protect me from me. Protect me from myself and thinking more highly of myself than I ought. Strengthen 

my resolve to trust You and You alone for life and health and salvation, and to place my life in Your hands completely 



and irrevocably. And also to live up to my declaration that Jesus is my Lord and Savior and together with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, You alone are my God. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, July 31: Jeremiah 49 - God will settle the score …  

More destruction, more mayhem, more judgment. God speaks to a number of surrounding 

countries… 

I weary of all these prophecies of destruction. God is pouring out His wrath and He is using 

Babylon as His weapon. I find it difficult to hear anything in this chapter that deepens my faith 

or moves me to growth. 

Some parts of God’s story are hard to read. And this is one of those days. 

My take away… God will settle the score in the day of His choosing and God will use any 

means He chooses. All this reminds me that God is God; I am not God. I am only a lowly 

servant. I cannot fathom many of His ways. Mine is to submit, trust and seek to know God as 

best I can and recognize that there are things I will never understand. For God’s ways are higher 

than my ways, than human ways. 

I bow to the Lord and trust even when I do not understand. 
Help me, Lord, to honestly surrender to You, to put Your will and way above my own and to trust You even 

when I do not comprehend or understand. Through Jesus, my Lord, I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday August 1: Jeremiah 50 - The bully meets his end… 

Babylon receives her due. This country, which was used as God’s sword to bring discipline 

to Jerusalem, falls under the wrath of God herself. Babylon never trusted in the Lord. She had 

her own God and believed in her own strength so after Babylon serves her purpose as the rod of 

God’s discipline she is thrown to the fire and destroys herself. 

Reading the account of Babylon reinforces for me that everyone will have their day in God’s 

court. Everyone will stand before the Lord one day where the things we have done and the 

manner in which we have done them will be exposed to the light and judged against the way of 

the Lord.  

Everyone.  

No matter how tall you may have stood in your day… no matter how high atop the ladder 

you may have climbed, everyone will stand before the Lord, the God who made all things. 

We all are susceptible to becoming enamored with ourselves, believing we are greater, more 

invincible, more important, better, etc. that we truly are. The Jeffery Epstein case, which has 

been in the news lately, is one case in point. How the mighty fall. 

Probably the most famous Apollo pictures is “earth rise.” Humanity 

traveled 240,000 miles to the moon and walked upon it. Still the most 

famous picture snapped on those lunar missions is one of earth taken from 

the vantage point of the moon. Our world, which looms so vast and so 

large for us standing on it, is little more than a marble in the blackness and 

vastness of space. This picture gives us perspective. Earth –our planet– is 

only a speck of cosmic reality. How much less then is any individual 

country, no matter how strong she may feel, compared to other countries? 

And even more, how much less is any single person?…  

Perspective… this chapter gives me perspective. Reminding me that as Babylon was 

ultimately arraigned in God’s court and judged wanting, so I will stand before the Lord someday.  



This is a fearsome thought. I linger recognizing the gravity of my situation, a sinner before a 

perfect and holy God. 

My only hope is for mercy… not receiving what I deserve. My only hope is for mercy. 

I choose not to run from this thought too quickly. 

The longer I linger, the greater my understanding and appreciation of Jesus’ gift becomes. 

Even though I am an insignificant speck on this tiny orb in the vast universe, the God who 

made it all plucked me from the clutches of His enemy and saved me. 
Thank You, Father God. Thank You, Holy Spirit. Thank You, Jesus, Lord and Savior. Amen and amen. 

 

 

Friday, August 2: Jeremiah 51 - Rescued… 

God prophesies destruction of Babylon never to rise again. Certainly, this has been true from 

then till today.  

Israel and Judah by contrast were only disciplined for a season. To make this clear, Jeremiah 

declares, For Israel and Judah have not been forsaken by their God, the LORD Almighty, though 

their land is full of guilt before the Holy One of Israel (5). Yes, God’s people were punished and 

yes, they deserved their punishment. Still they were not destroyed forever. They were not 

forsaken. 

The Lord disciplines His wayward children, but He does not destroy them. Election into 

God’s family is a great gift… 

I sit here grateful for the call of God into His family. So much of my life revolves around 

deserving something or earning something. But I do not deserve, and certainly didn’t earn, my 

way into God’s graces and family. 

I deserve nothing more than Babylon received… total destruction. Despite this I was rescued 

by grace, God’s grace. 
Lord, today like many days, I wonder, ‘why me?’ And there is no answer to my wondering. All I can do is lean 

into You. Thank You and bless You for the gift of knowing and being known by You… for the gift of salvation. 
Thank You, Lord God. Thank You. Amen.  

 

 

Saturday, August 3: Jeremiah 52 – ‘Away from her land’… 

One sentence captures the anguish of the moment. So, Judah went into captivity, away from 

her land (27b).  

Away from her land… these four words say a great deal.  

The land was a direct promise from God. The Lord gave them their land, and cared for their 

land. Now Judah and all of God’s people were stripped of their land, their promised-gift from 

God. 

It is difficult for me to fathom and draw an apt comparison to this punishment from the Lord. 

The Land was a promised gift from God. Removal from the land signaled the lifting of God’s 

hand from His people for the duration of their captivity -70 years . 

The only comparable thing that comes to mind is Jesus crying from the cross, “My God, My 

God why have you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34). 

Abandoned. Forsaken. Alone. 

Punishment weighs heavily on God’s people. I feel the weight of Israel’s sins. It is 

immobilizing. 

What would it be to have total abandonment by God for eternity? Such is fate for all who 

know not the Lord. 



Tomorrow I get to worship with the redeemed… those who know Jesus and have passed 

from death to life. Those who know the blessing of the eternal covenant of God, thanks to the 

atoning work of Jesus. Jesus lifts the weight of abandonment, offering acceptance in its place… 
Glory be to God… 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 

be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday August 4, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


