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As July moves toward its close, so does Jeremiah.  Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, July 22: Jeremiah 41 - Everyone does that which is right in his own eyes … 

The Lord God has executed His judgment. Jerusalem is destroyed. The way of the temple 

destroyed. The Jewish leaders killed or deported. The priests and prophets gone. And life in 

Jerusalem has been reduced to a land that seems much like the time of the Judges… “Everyone 

does that which is right in his own eyes.” 

The chapter opens with the murder of Gedaliah who has been appointed king over Israel by 

Nebuchadnezzar. In the seventh month Ishmael son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, who was 

of royal blood and had been one of the king’s officers, came with ten men to Gedaliah son of 

Ahikam at Mizpah. While they were eating together there, Ishmael son of Nethaniah and the ten 

men who were with him got up and struck down Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, 

with the sword, killing the one whom the king of Babylon had appointed as governor over the 

land (1-2).  

As I was reading the account, I was struck by the personal expedience in Ishmael’s actions. 

In verse 8 he spares the lives of 10 people because they have hidden resources of food. Like I 

said, “everyone does that which is right in his own eyes” and his escape will be aided by this 

stockpile of provision. 

My mind rolled over the circumstances. The temple, which is the footstool (presence) of 

God, is gone. The priests, teachers of the Law and prophets are gone. I thought, in a land where 

everyone relied on teachers to teach the word of God and they didn’t really know God’s word for 

themselves, why would people live as God would have them live??? 

Reading and thinking about this situation, I see, sadly, similarities with my world. The voice 

of God in the world is disappearing. The institution of the church is waning in influence and 

historic orthodox teaching of the Bible is disappearing, being replaced by modern-culture-

influenced teaching.  So why would I expect people to do anything by “that which is right in his 

own eyes.” Thinking about this makes me nervous about our world. If the mitigating effects of 

God’s word and God’s people living as lights in my world is dissipating, what will happen here? 

Will our world devolve into a more chaotic state? All this saddens me. I am pressed to pray… 
Lord, I pray for my world. In my small circle of the world, please allow me to be a light for You, Your word and 

Your way of living. Lord, I pray this in the hopes that my world might be touched by Your presence and won’t be 
reduced to chaos where everyone simply does what they think is right. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, July 23: Jeremiah 42 – The correct posture for hearing from the Lord… 

The exchange in verses 3-5 caught my eye. The people of Jerusalem are regrouping after the 

murder of Gehaliah and they are wondering, what should they do now. They turn to Jeremiah, 

one they know is a prophet of the Lord, and say,  Pray that the LORD your God will tell us 

where we should go and what we should do.” (A quick notice, they refer to God as ‘your’ 

God…. Hmmm??) 



“I have heard you,” replied Jeremiah the prophet. “I will certainly pray to the LORD your 

God as you have requested; I will tell you everything the LORD says and will keep nothing back 

from you.” (Again I notice the Jeremiah responds, I will certainly pray to the LORD your God… 

hmmm, what are he and they communicating in this intentional choice of personal pronouns?) 

‘Your’ God observations aside, the people’s request of and response to Jeremiah were on 

target. First, they turned to one of the Lord’s remaining prophets for direction and a word from 

the Lord. In a time and era when only select people, mostly prophets, heard from the Lord this 

was the correct action to take. 

The people respond faithfully to Jeremiah. Then they said to Jeremiah, “May the LORD be a 

true and faithful witness against us if we do not act in accordance with everything the LORD 

your God sends you to tell us. Whether it is favorable or unfavorable, we will obey the LORD 

our God, to whom we are sending you, so that it will go well with us, for we will obey the LORD 

our God.”  

It strikes me that this is the posture the Lord wants of us, to humbly receive whatever word 

God chooses to respond to us.  

For Judah they needed a prophet to speak and hear God for them. Thanks to the outpouring 

of the Holy Spirit every Christ follower has direct access to God. For us talking with God in 

prayer is the same as the Israelites talking with the prophet. So when I pray I need this same 

manner of humility and acceptance of the Lord’s answer to my prayer. God may respond, yes or 

no, turn left or right, stay put or go somewhere else and I, in obedience, need to accept God’s 

answer and act faithfully.  

To obey is better than sacrifice it says elsewhere in Scripture (1Samuel 15:22). 

And so Jeremiah goes to the Lord for the people… 
Lord, teach me to obey when You speak… Place in my heart a deep and lasting desire to be true to You, my 

Lord and my God. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

PS… the last lines of the chapter make me wonder if the people will actually obey the Lord. I 

guess I will find out tomorrow when I read.  

 

 

Wednesday, July 24: Jeremiah 43 – Don’t profess what you will not do…  
My suspicions as I read the conclusion of chapter 42 came true immediately as chapter 43 

opens. Azariah son of Hoshaiah and Johanan son of Kareah and all the arrogant men said to 

Jeremiah, “You are lying! The LORD our God has not sent you to say, ‘You must not go to Egypt 

to settle there.’  …  So Johanan son of Kareah and all the army officers and all the people 

disobeyed the LORD’s command to stay in the land of Judah (2,4).   

So the people asked for a word from the Lord and they declared they would obey God, no 

matter God’s response. But then when God said ‘don’t go to Egypt’, they directly disobeyed 

Him. 

I sit and wonder how often I profess my faith in the Lord and then turn around and do not 

listen to Him? My situations might not be as obvious and direct as the situation described in 

Jeremiah 42-43, still isn’t all sin disobedience of the Lord… a refusal to follow as the Lord 

directs!  

How many times have I said, “No, Lord, today I am going my own way.” 

I sit feeling the weight of my own sin. Actions withheld or committed, words spoken or left 

unspoken. I am reminded of the Communion prayer we often pray… Heavenly Father, I confess 

that I have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what I have done and by what I 



have left undone. I have not loved You with my whole heart and mind and strength. I have not 

loved my neighbors as myself.  

I am truly sorry and humbly repent. Have mercy on me and forgive my sins; that I might 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord I pray. Amen.  

I pray it again this morning… Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit, thank You for forgiveness. Thank 

You. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday July 25: Jeremiah 44 – When will people learn?… 
Defiant... defiant is the one word that comes to me having read this chapter. The women are 

defiant. The men are defiant. All Israel who fled to Egypt are defiant against the Lord. They 

would rather burn incense to the Queen of Heaven than to the Lord. 

As a result God will judge them as He judged Judah and Jerusalem, which sits in ruins. One 

comment by the Lord sent shivers down my spine. Verse 27: For I am watching over them for 

harm, not for good; the Jews in Egypt will perish by sword and famine until they are all 

destroyed. 

Scary. God declared, I am watching over them for harm, not for good,  

God should be feared not defied. 

I sat still wondering how to proceed; my chest heavy at the thought of God being so angry He 

was I am watching over them for harm.  

Thoughts of Isaiah realizing he was a man of unclean lips and living among a people of 

unclean lips (see Isaiah cc). I may not be the Jews in Egypt, but the same sin nature in them lives 

in me. Only the grace of God separates me from them. 
Oh Lord God, oh Lord God, I humbly ask you to forgive me and to create a clean heart in me. Renew a right 

spirit within me. Help me restrain the rebellious spirit in me so that I might live a life that gives You honor and glory. 
For Your name sake I pray. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Friday, July 26: Jeremiah 45 – To an unsung hero… 

Baruch is an unsung hero in the story of Jeremiah. As Jeremiah’s amanuenses, Baruch 

transcribes what Jeremiah speaks. At times he delivers these words to the leaders and king. He is 

closely associated with Jeremiah, not a good thing in the waning days of Jerusalem.   

This morning God takes a moment to speak to Baruch. But the LORD has told me to say to 

you [Baruch], ‘This is what the LORD says: I will overthrow what I have built and uproot what I 

have planted, throughout the earth. Should you then seek great things for yourself? Do not seek 

them. For I will bring disaster on all people, declares the LORD, but wherever you go I will let 

you escape with your life’ ” (4-5). 

I was touched that the Lord would take this moment to speak directly with and bless this 

‘helper.’ God cares for everyone. Acknowledging someone in the shadows is not a common trait 

in my world. At the gym where I work out, patrons routinely walk past the cleaning staff as if 

they aren’t even present; few ever acknowledge the presence of these subcontractors offering any 

kind of greeting.  

Secondly, I observe that the Lord did more than say ‘good day’. God offered Baruch a 

blessing for his labor and toil. [B]ut wherever you go I will let you escape with your life. The 

Lord honored Baruch’s faithfulness and service. 

God not only sees us, God knows us... 



This last statement is my sweet spot for the morning. God sees me. God knows me.  

I am known and I am loved by the Lord... what a gift God has given me through this chapter 

about Baruch. 
Lord, I am so blessed to be known... known by YOU, the God of the universe, the Sovereign One over all 

creation. Creation You created. Out of the vastness of the universe You know me and love me and care for me and 
speak with me. Thank You Lord. Through my Savior Jesus, I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, July 27: Jeremiah 46 – God who I worship… 

As if Jeremiah’s call hasn’t been tough enough, the Lord now gives him words of 

punishment for Egypt. Egypt, neighbor of Israel, sometimes enemy, sometimes allies, is about to 

feel the judgment of the Lord. The LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “I am about to bring 

punishment on Amon god of Thebes, on Pharaoh, on Egypt and her gods and her kings, and on 

those who rely on Pharaoh (25). 

I pondered the course of history. Egypt never again rose to world or even regional 

dominance. Once a great and powerful nation, Egypt’s time of destruction had come.  

I marveled at the Lord, the maker and destroyer of nations... all nations, even those that never 

acknowledged the Lord. 

The Lord has done this over and over again in the course of history. Countries rise to 

prominence and fall and a new wave of countries rise and fall. Most people in the world see this 

ebb and flow as the natural course of events. The Bible understands that these ‘natural course of 

events’ are the result of the sovereign work of God’s hand and plan. 

I believe this. I believe that the Lord God Jehovah is in control.  I believe God alone 

determines the fate of nations. I don’t see how someone can profess faith in the Bible and not 

believe that the Lord is sovereign. 

These thoughts press me to the ground... I am small and insignificant. God is great, powerful, 

All-Mighty. 

I am realizing that this thought is a perfect Saturday –eve of Sunday –meditation. It is a great 

reminder of Whom I worship tomorrow when I gather with Christ followers in worship. 
All glory laud and honor to thee Redeemer, King... 
Holy God we praise thy name, Lord of all we bow before you... 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

 

Sunday July 28, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 



 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


