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The prophet Jeremiah continues his words to Judah and to us. Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, July 15: Jeremiah 35 - … 

Oh Judah, oh Judah, how sad. You wouldn’t follow the Lord and now God is going to punish 

you. 

Judah stands as a reminder for me… when I don’t listen to the Lord, He will correct me. This 

is not a new learning, but a not-so-gentle reminder that God expects fidelity to His will and way, 

if I am going to be a disciple… 
Lord, I pray for strength to continue walking with You, and following Your Will, Word and Way. God, I 

cannot do this in my own strength. I can only do it if you help by giving me Your strength.  
Lord, I know You have given me Your spirit, unstop my ears so that I can listen. Provide me with the conviction 

of the Rekabites to follow You with the fidelity they followed their father’s command. I pray this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, July 16: Jeremiah 36 – Absolute disregard for God… 

This chapter shows the absolute disregard the king has for the words of the Lord which 

Jeremiah was called to write. 

This chapter stands out for me as another stark reminder from the Lord... what God says is 

true and real and we all have a choice... we can accept them and follow them or we can disregard 

them and thereby reject them. There are only two options. Our decision is binary... 

Accept and follow, or  

Disregard and reject... 

The same options exist to this day. Recently my preaching took me to James 1:22: Do not merely 

listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  This is one verse what says what I 

am hearing from the Lord as I read Jeremiah 36 today.   

God desires of all His family to do what His word says... God desires for me to do what His 

Word says. 

From this the Spirit whispers to me, “Bill, are you a ‘doer’ of My word; or just a ‘listener’?” 

That is a question for all of us who seek to follow the Lord. 
Lord, help me to do what You say, and not trick myself into thinking that merely listening is the same as doing. 

In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Wednesday, July 17: Jeremiah 37 - Arrested…  
The king and all Judah continues to disregard the words God speaks to them through 

Jeremiah. For this Jeremiah is jailed, receiving one loaf of bread daily. 

It is hard to read and watch as Jeremiah, who is doing God’s will, gets jailed and is 

constantly assailed for being faithful. And this is happening from people who are brother 

Israelites. 



Reading Jeremiah’s story makes me all the more appreciative of the time in which I live and 

the call God extended to me.  

I am led to pray for strength and fortitude as I live for Jesus... 
This week, Lord, I read a comment that has stuck with me. The author mentioned that we should pray not only 

‘Lord, keep me safe’ but also ‘Lord, keep me pure.’ There is meat in this comment. My reaction to what happens to 
me is my responsibility... and praying for purity is praying for faithfulness. So, Lord, I pray ‘yes’ keep me safe, but as 
importantly, keep me pure. 

Like Jeremiah, may I ask for purity of living so that my life will always point faithfully to You? In Jesus’ name I 
pray. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday July 18: Jeremiah 38 – One more chance… 
King Zedekiah is given one more chance to survive the fury of what will come. And if 

Zedekiah listened, Jerusalem would be spared from total destruction! 

This exchange makes me realize the importance of the leader. As king, if he listened, the city 

itself would be spared. His decisions have far reaching affect. And this is often true for leaders. 

The way leaders lead affects the system in which they lead. 

Right up till the bitter end God is extending a chance to escape and redeem the moment. I 

mean right up to the last moment. The final line of the chapter reads: This is how Jerusalem was 

taken: (28). 

The Lord wants to bless. The Lord wants to save, but if people don’t accept His offerings and 

terms, God will judge! 

In my meditations, I circled back to the idea of leadership affect. How I lead affects others in 

the church I serve and in other groups I help lead. The burden of responsibility is great... 
Lord, guide me. May I never act as Zedekiah did, rejecting Your pleas and Your opportunities. Lord, I pray for 

passion and zeal mixed with fortitude to lead by obeying Your Will and Way. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, July 19: Jeremiah 39 – A lousy leader… 

When Zedekiah king of Judah and all the soldiers saw them [the Babylonians coming 

through the wall], they fled; they left the city at night by way of the king’s garden, through the 

gate between the two walls, and headed toward the Arabah (4). 

I am not sure which makes me sadder, the destruction of Jerusalem or the cowardice run by 

King Zedekiah.  

This morning it is Zedekiah’s run. 

For 6 months or so the Babylonian army has been laying siege on Jerusalem. I can only 

imagine the fear rampant in the streets of Jerusalem. When the people needed a king, a voice of 

assurance and calm, instead they got Zedekiah. I have no idea what he did during the days of 

siege, but the fact that as soon as the wall was breached, he ran, suggests to me his only concern 

has been his own skin. And a leader like that is no leader at all. 

As far as I am concerned Zedekiah got what he deserved. Over and over again the Lord 

extended a hand to him to lead him out of the impending doom. And every time Zedekiah 

rejected God’s offer. 

It is clear to me that he not only rejected God’s offer, he failed miserably as a king and a 

leader (remember yesterday’s reading?). 

To be called into leadership is a sacred calling. This calling may be difficult, even very 

difficult, just ask Jeremiah. Still the focus of leadership is the people to whom one is called to 



serve. Jeremiah never stopped caring for and speaking God’s Word clearly to the people of 

Jerusalem and Judah. Even when they rejected him Jeremiah remained faithful. Zedekiah, on the 

other hand, abandons the people at his first opportunity. 

Leaders care, even suffer for the best for their people. 

Hmmm... that’s what Jesus did; as did Paul and Peter and all of the original apostles, except 

Judas the traitor. That’s what I am supposed to do in the areas God has appointed me to lead. 
Lord, show me how to be Your kind of leader. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, July 20: Jeremiah 40 – God speaks… 

I was really quite surprised when I read the words the commander of the Babylonian guard 

spoke to Jeremiah after he found and freed him. When the commander of the guard found 

Jeremiah, he said to him, “The LORD your God decreed this disaster for this place. And now the 

LORD has brought it about; he has done just as he said he would. All this happened because you 

people sinned against the LORD and did not obey him (2-3). 

This is 100% accurate.  

I wondered if the Lord told him directly or if he heard this from someone else? It is spoken as 

if God told him directly. 

What an interesting thought that God spoke to this non-believer. What I find particularly sad 

is that Israel’s own prophets didn’t hear this clearly from the Lord. They made up lies for their 

king, rather than have the king listen to Jeremiah who spoke God’s truth over and over again. 

So sad that non-believers hear from the Lord better than Israel’s prophets (Jeremiah 

excluded, of course). 

This makes me realize that when the Lord wants to reveal Himself or His plans God can use 

any means He chooses.  

I am reminded from stories around the world that the Lord sometimes reveals Himself 

directly to non-believing people in dreams. I have heard numerous accounts of Muslim men 

dreaming dreams where Jesus reveals Himself directly to them. Many times they then seek out 

Christians to learn more about Jesus who came to them.  

God is sovereign and chooses to reveal Himself and His ways that are outside and beyond 

usual channels. This is yet another reminder for me about the greatness of our God. 

As I ponder this, I am blessed to have access to God’s written word, because I know that 

whatever God says will ALWAYS agree with the teachings in the written word. 
Thank you, Lord, for the importance and protection of Your word. Your word is true and anyone purportedly 

speaking with knowledge from You must speak things that accord with Your word. If what is spoken does not align 
with Your word, it is not from You. So, thank You for Your word, Lord. Help me to understand and live by it. I 
pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

 

Sunday July 21, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  



 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


