
The Weekly Word 
July 8-14, 2019 

 

The book of Jeremiah continues.  Happy reading… 

Grace and Peace, Bill  

 
To hear the Bible read click this link… http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/. 

 

 

Monday, July 8: Jeremiah 29 – God’s love… 

It touched me that God, even as He was handing out His punishment for sin, sent a letter to 

the exiles.  He was reminding them of His love and His plan and the future He has for them once 

the 70 years of punishment are over. 

Who does that? Who, in the midst of appropriate punishment, expresses her or his love for 

the person being punished?  God does that. God did that... 

I sat and marveled at God’s love for His family. Tears began to fill my eyes at the extent of 

God’s love for us. His discipline truly is redemptive. His love truly is lavish. 

Oh, the wonder of being a child of God! 
Thank You, Lord God –Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit, for bringing me into Your family. I am so 

blessed and feel so loved... because I am loved by You. Thank You. I praise You. Through Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, July 9: Jeremiah 30 – Good news; Bad news… 

God is an able and wise parent. When punishment is required, God executes it with wisdom. 

The final sentence of verse 11 caught my attention (bolded below). 

I am with you and will save you,’ declares the LORD. ‘Though I completely destroy all the 

nations among which I scatter you, I will not completely destroy you. I will discipline you but 

only in due measure; I will not let you go entirely unpunished’ (11). 

Discipline in ‘due measure’ matched with not allowing wrong to ‘go entirely unpunished.’  

Balancing the need for correction with appropriate punishment is always tricky but the Lord, 

not surprisingly, is able to walk that fine line with perfection… due measure but still punishing. 

Appropriate grace and mercy matched with discipline. 

No one delights in hearing about punishment that is about to come. Still learning that the 

punishment will be appropriate to the ‘crime’ and will come only in ‘due measure’ must have 

brought some relief to Israel and Judah. 

My thoughts instinctively switched to Jesus where the full wrath and fury of God was 

unleashed upon him. If that was ‘due measure’… 

As I ponder the death of Jesus,  

   As I hear his God forsaken cry, “My God, my God why have you forsaken me” 

      As I listen to the taunts He received as He hung 

I think, “Oh my, if that is ‘due measure.’ 

Sadly, and painfully I realize that it was. My sins heaped on top and alongside the sins of all 

others was an incalculable load. The punishment fit the deeds. There hung Jesus taking all of that 

because He loves me, He loves you, He loves everyone. 

That is prodigal love… extravagant, over-the-top love. That is God, who is love. 
How can I say ‘thanks’ for all the things You have done for me?? 



The best way, Lord, is to live a life that honors You… I can never repay You, but by Your grace I hope and pray 
I can and will love You. Help me, Lord, to do just that. Help me, Lord, provide Your strength and courage to live 
honoring You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, July 10: Jeremiah 31 – The wonder of God’s new covenant…  
One of the great prophecies of Jeremiah occurs in this chapter. Beginning with verse 31: 

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the people 

of Israel and with the people of Judah.  

God’s new covenant… no one during the time of Jeremiah could have conceived of God’s 

new covenant, which was brought into being with Jesus. Even though there was foreshadowing 

of the New Covenant throughout the prophets, the wonder of the actual New Covenant was so 

far above and beyond what any human could have imagined.  

Who would conceive of God becoming human and then giving His life to pay the sin debt of 

every human who puts her or his faith in Him? And yet this is the essence of the New Covenant 

in Jesus. What a gift. What a wonder is the New Covenant. 

I sat and marveled at God’s gift in Jesus… 

I sat and marveled at God’s gift of the Holy Spirit… given to all who believe in Jesus. 

I sat and marveled at the love of God the Father to establish this New Covenant in the first 

place and at allowing us to call Him daddy (abba)… God invites us into a close and connected 

relationship becoming His son or daughter! How amazing is that… we get to be God’s son or 

daughter. And this is not because we somehow earned His favor but rather because of His love 

and call… 
Lord, my heart screams, “Wow, what a blessing. What a gift. Oh, what love You have lavished on me (us) that I 

might be called a son of God.”  
Lord, please press this truth into the very marrow of my soul… I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday July 11: Jeremiah 32 – God’s everlasting covenant… 
The reference to an everlasting covenant in verse 40 was the spark for my meditations. I will 

make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never stop doing good to them, and I will inspire 

them to fear me, so that they will never turn away from me. 

I suspect, in part, that this grew out of yesterday’s meditation on the announcement of a new 

covenant.  

The Lord is doing a new thing. The old way is not working. Israel has not lived up to her 

calling. And as I have often been told, more of the same will not bring change. So, the Lord is 

doing a new thing, writing a new covenant, an everlasting covenant... 

In the Old Testament a covenant was ‘cut’ in blood, meaning there was an animal sacrifice to 

establish the covenant. This led me to think about Jesus and the sacrifice in His blood on the 

cross. 

For the second day, I found myself considering the incredible gift of Jesus and the everlasting 

covenant He established through His sacrificial gift on the cross. 
Thank You, Jesus, for all You have done for the world and for me. Thank You for saving me and ushering me 

into Your new everlasting covenant. I praise and thank and bless You, Jesus, my Lord and Savior. Amen. 

 

 

Friday, July 12: Jeremiah 33 – Priests and sacrifices… 



I knew immediately as I read these words, they would be where I would camp today. For this 

is what the LORD says: ‘David will never fail to have a man to sit on the throne of Israel, nor 

will the Levitical priests ever fail to have a man to stand before me continually to offer burnt 

offerings, to burn grain offerings and to present sacrifices’ ” (17-18). 

Believing that God’s Word is true and God’s promises sure, these words caused me to pause. 

“Ok, how could these be true?” Where are the priests offering burnt offerings and presenting 

sacrifices today? It does say: ... nor will the Levitical priests ever fail to have a man to stand 

before me continually to offer burnt offerings, to burn grain offerings and to present sacrifices’ I 

mean there are no sacrifices in Israel at this time and haven’t been since the destruction of the 

Temple in 70AD. So how can this be??? 

Then I begin to consider the role Jesus plays that is explained in the Book of Hebrews. 

Hebrews 4:14: Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, 

Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. So, Jesus is not merely a priest 

but He is a high priest and more than that, His is a priest of a new priesthood, the priesthood of 

Melchizedek (see Hebrews chapter 7). 

This new priesthood is warranted because Jesus is ushering in a new covenant. A new 

covenant that was ushered in by the ‘once for all’ sacrifice of Himself on the cross.  

For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human hands that was only a copy of the true 

one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. Nor did he enter heaven 

to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year 

with blood that is not his own. Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times since the 

creation of the world. But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away 

with sin by the sacrifice of himself. Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face 

judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a 

second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him (24-28). 

So, thanks to Hebrews, I see that Jesus is the fulfillment of this prophecy in Jeremiah, albeit 

not in an expected way. 

Again, I find myself contemplating the great work of Jesus, this time seeing it as fulfillment 

of yet another promise in Scripture... 
God, you are so good. You never disappoint. Your Word is true and life in You is true life. Thank You, my 

God, Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit. I pray to You through my Savior Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, July 13: Jeremiah 34 - … 

On Thursday I mentioned the Old Testament understanding to ‘cut’ a covenant. Today, God 

through Jeremiah, uses that same imagery to explain God’s punishment of Israel. The people 

have recently agreed to free all Hebrew slaves as prescribed in the Law. Then almost 

immediately after letting the Hebrew slaves free, they re-enslaved them, directly disobeying the 

Lord.  

Here is part of God’s response: “Therefore this is what the LORD says: You have not obeyed 

me; you have not proclaimed freedom to your own people. So I now proclaim ‘freedom’ for you, 

declares the LORD—‘freedom’ to fall by the sword, plague and famine. I will make you 

abhorrent to all the kingdoms of the earth. Those who have violated my covenant and have not 

fulfilled the terms of the covenant they made before me, I will treat like the calf they cut in two 

and then walked between its pieces. The leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the court officials, the 

priests and all the people of the land who walked between the pieces of the calf, I will deliver 



into the hands of their enemies who want to kill them. Their dead bodies will become food for the 

birds and the wild animals (17-20). 

The ‘cutting of a covenant’ ceremony went something like this. With the two parties present 

an animal was sacrificed and cut in half lengthwise. The lesser party of the agreement/covenant 

who was making the vow to the greater party would then walk between the two halves of the 

sacrificed animal, in essence saying, “If I do not fulfill my vows, you may do to me as you have 

done to this animal.” Cutting a covenant was quite a graphic ceremony. Whenever a covenant 

was cut (made), this was the intended meaning of the language to cut a covenant. 

God’s destruction of Jerusalem is His rightful execution of the covenant terms which Israel, 

over and over again, reneged upon and did not fulfill. Thus, in the New Testament we have the 

line, In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the 

shedding of blood there is no forgiveness (Hebrews 9:22). 

Considering all this, I am reminded that breaking God’s law and covenant means significant 

consequences for me. Thankfully, Jesus has taken on my penalty by hanging on the cross in my 

place.  

Amazing, the wonderful gift of faith in Jesus... 
Thank You, Lord Jesus, for dying for me. Thank you, Lord Jesus, for receiving my covenant punishment in my 

place. I pray this in Your name Jesus, Amen. 

 

 

Sunday July 14, 2019, Sunday Worship  

 

 

If any of my thoughts or the Bible readings spark questions send an email reply 

and I will do my best to answer all questions from people on the list… I will 

answer personal questions privately; general questions will be answered in a 

subsequent email installment.  

 

If you are reading along with me from the Living Hope website you can send 

questions or request being placed on the weekly email list by emailing Lisa at 

office@LivingHopeCT.org.   

 
 
 

Click here for a link to my sermons on the web. Sermons are generally posted within 2 days.  


