
Mask Mandate: 
An Elevation Church Response 
 
 
Challenging times. Defining moments. I think we all understand the enormous weight our city 
leaders, elected officials, law enforcement officers, and health care practicioners must feel and 
face in the wake of Covid19. They are challenged to lead in freedom with responsibility, which is 
also a core value of this house. We weigh that out in our decision-making process as well. Our 
heart posture is to honor those in authority in accordance to Romans 13. We want to live 
peaceable with all - when possible.  
 
We believe freedom is so precious because Christ died for our freedom. We also recognize 
there are moments when we are summoned by God to lay down our rights, voluntarily - serve 
humanity in the name of loving our neighbor. Freedom isn’t a license to do whatever we want. 
It’s to do what He says is right. 
 
That’s exactly what this church family did back in March. When the local, state and federal 
leaders requested that church congregations our size or larger close in-person worship 
gatherings, immediately we followed the peace of God - which scripture says is to rule and act 
as an umpire. Given the facts and information at the time, and with the heart to protect 
vulnerable populations, we closed our doors for the next 3 months. Again, for our church family 
we didn’t immediately reopen just because others did...we sought the Lord and on June 7th we 
reopened our in person gathering, and limited it to just the 9:00 am service with two online 
service options at 9:00 & 10:45 am. 
 
Following peace,  we married freedom in Christ, with responsibility — not just to protect 
vulnerable people who are immune compromised, but also to protect the isolated - the 
concerned - the depressed - and the very real need for human interaction who for some, had 
not had significant human touch after 3 months of isolation. We have seen and heard in 
testimony the transformative power of a simple hug impact these precious loved ones in 
extraordinary ways. 
 
In weighing out many difficult decisions, our team has been, and will continue to be committed 
to following the leading of the Holy Spirit as our highest authority. We recognize in matters of 
conscience, church leaders may differ on the stances we all face in this hour. I appeal to you 
and to all Christ-followers that we are citizens of another world as well and we work to be at 
peace with all, as Scripture said, when possible. We also understand, there decisions and 
choices where agreement isn’t possible in the differences we share. Unity isn’t uniformity. 
 
Freedom with responsiblity doesn’t mean we act out of presumption and ask God to back 
whatever decision we want. That is prideful and arrogant and doesn’t think of others. 
 
We do understand the seriousness of the heath challenges our country faces with COVID19 
along with the peripheral affects on our health care system, and our economy. We strongly 
desire to support leadership and honor authority. I do so every time I go shopping in different 
places or visit other environments. I honor the authority of that business or government facility. 
In a spirit of cooperation. 
 
 However, when government tells a local church body how to govern their church by mandate, 



not a law, and seeks to force authority on the local church, it removes voluntary choice and can 
easily supplant the leading of the Holy Spirit in a decision-making process.  The concern is the 
precedent that it sets,  which doesn’t affect just the now, but it affects the next generation to 
come. 
 
In our quest to love our neighbors and think of others, it’s hard not to think of others in the next 
generation - like my children who need to see their leaders live and lead in this tension and 
model the way of freedom with responsibility with God’s heart in mind. 
 
This week’s news  - the face mask mandate from Governor Evers is a mandate...it is not a law. 
For example,  the Brown County Sheriff’s office, along with numerous law enforcement 
agencies in our region, released statements indicating they are not policing the mandate at this 
time and calls upon personal responsibility of each citizen to make their decision. We believe 
this mandate does not call for us to be enforcers whether you choose to wear a mask or not. 
That’s not our responsibility. We are your pastors, and point you to Him to lead you. 
 
We celebrate your real freedom to choose. 
 
We understand there are strong opinions and views on this. If you strongly disagree with our 
Church’s core values and how we are handling this singular issue, we love you and you are still 
family. Families can disagree and still be a family. 
 
If you are uncomfortable attending or serving at any of our in-person gatherings at this time, we 
completely understand and support your personal decision to do so and ask that you inform 
your leaders you serve with. 
 
 We believe you hear God better than you think - and we support you in that decision. We 
welcome you to join us online. 
 
The long-term physical, safety and spiritual and emotional well-being of our people and service 
to our community is held in equal esteem and we will continue to adjust, pivot, and be flexible 
as the Holy Spirit leads us all through this process and the normal precautions we are all 
familiar with. Honor others in distance as led. Be respectful, ask before you touch. Be kind and 
polite.  
 
Please join me in prayer for all of our elected officials, those in our school systems who also 
face difficult decisions ahead, for vulnerable populations facing this, for our children who’s future 
is on the line, and for pastors and leaders across our city, state and country. And thank you for 
your prayers for all of us and our leadership team. We need it. 
 
We love you. 
Ryan and Hope Kibbe 
Lead Pastors 
Elevation Church 
 
 


