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What is Apologetics?
Apologetics (from Greek ἀπολογία, "speaking in
defense") is the discipline of defending a
position (often religious) through the systematic
use of information

You Can’t Argue Someone Into the Kingdom
• Our goal is not to argue someone into the kingdom
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. - Rom 1:16 NASB
• Our goal is to be prepared to “knock the legs” from under the foundation on which
their non-belief is based to open a way for the hearing of the gospel
• Paul demonstrates this in Acts 17. Note the different approach depending on the
audience
• Peter says we must be prepared to make a defense for the hope that is within us 1
Pet 3:15
• We can win an argument and lose a soul. That must never be our goal.
• We war against spiritual forces. We war against deception of the enemy
2Co 10:5 NASB We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against
the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of
Christ,

“Types” of Non-Believers
• “Evangelical” Atheist (neo atheists)
• Those with non-theistic world view
• Believers in a god, but without understanding
of the gospel

Preparing to Share Our Faith
• Part One: Countering Common Objections
• Part Two: Tactics for maneuvering through
conversations

Preparing to Share Our Faith:
Answering Tough Questions
Is the New Testament Reliable?
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Objections
• The New Testament is full of errors
• Most of the manuscripts were written
centuries after the fact
• Many of the verses in the NT were not even in
the originals

The Challenge
What good is it to say that the autographs (i.e., the
originals) were inspired? We don’t have the originals! We
have only error-ridden copies, and the vast majority of
these are centuries removed from the originals and
different from them, evidently, in thousands of
ways….There are more variations among our manuscripts
than there are words in the New Testament

- Bart Ehrman

Misquoting Jesus - The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and Why

Who is Bart Ehrman?
• Leading authority in textual criticism of NT
• Educated under Bruce Metzger – a leading
authority
• Co-authored 4th Edition of The Text of the New
Testament with Bruce Metzger
• Publishes both scholarly articles and popular
books

The New Testament is Full of Errors
• Ehrman’s book met with glee in the press
“… casts doubt on any number of New
Testament episodes that most Christians take as,
well gospel.” – Washington Post
Ehrman’s arguments “ensure that readers might
never read the gospels or Paul’s letters the same
way again.” – Publisher’s Weekly

Sheer Number of Variants is Huge!
• ~400,00 Variants and only 130,000 words in NT
• Because we don’t have the originals, we have no way of
recovering the inspired versions
• Is this view justified? NO!
• The answer is in the very method of textual criticism. We
take into account:
– How many copies exist?
– How old are the manuscripts?
– What are the nature of the variants?

The Nature of Variants
• Variant – ANY word or letter that is different between 2
manuscripts
• 2 categories of variants – significant and insignificant
• By far most of the variants are inconsequential
– Half of the variants cited by Ehrman are simple (and
obvious) misspellings (E.G. “ie” instead of “ei”)
– Next are associated with the use of definite articles (the
James instead of James)
– Reversed order of names (Jesus Christ vs Christ Jesus)

Consequential Variants
• Two categories: viable and non-viable
• Example of a meaningful, but non-viable variant:
1Jn 5:7-8 KJVA For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. (8) And there are three
that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these
three agree in one.
• The highlighted phrase not recognized by anyone
• Only in late manuscripts
• No early church writings refer to it
• Not in any of best manuscripts
• However is not needed for doctrine of the trinity (other references
Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 12:4-6; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Genesis 1:1-2;
John 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1-2; Isaiah 44:6)

Meaningful & Viable Variants
• Less than 1% of all variants
• Over 396,000 variants can be dismissed
• Example of meaningful & viable variant in 1 John 1:4 where 1 letter
is different.
“Thus we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete”
“Thus we are writing these things so that your joy may be complete”
• Theologically no difference
• Even with 4,000 viable and meaningful variants, even Ehrman
would agree that none are theologically significant
• Nevertheless any good translation version will have these marked.

Number & Dates of Manuscripts
• 2 VERY important factors in reconstruction:
Number of manuscripts & gap in time from
original writing to the copies

NT Contrasted to Other Writings
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A.D. 1100

800 yrs
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450-385 B.C.
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----
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A.D. 1100
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1400 yrs
500 yrs
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------95%

5600
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(c. A.D. 130 f.)
years

Accuracy of the New Testament
•
•
•
•
•
•

Based on number of manuscripts
Based on time period spanned
Based on number of complete manuscripts
Based on references to manuscript
Based on early translations of manuscripts
We have original NT wording to 99.5%

Copies of Copies of Copies
• Criticism is that so many manuscripts come
from 6th century or later.
• These must be copies made from copies made
from copies.
• Errors propagated and then were permanent

The Rumor Parlor Game
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Blah blah
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The Way Manuscript Copying Works

The reason we have so many variants is because
of the sheer number of manuscripts that exist!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ehrman’s Top 10 Verses Not Found in
the New Testament
1 John 5:7 There are three that bear witness in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit,
and these three are one.
John 8:7 Let the one who is without sin among you be the first to cast a stone at her.
John 8:11 Neither do I condemn you. Go and sin no more
Luke 22:44 In his anguish Jesus began to pray more earnestly, and his sweat became like great
drops of blood falling to the ground.
Luke 22:20 And in the same way after supper Jesus took the cup and said, “This cup that is poured
out for you is the new covenant in my blood.“
Mark 16:17 These signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons
and they will speak with new tongues.
Mark 16:18 And they will take up snakes in their hands, and if they drink poison it will not harm
them, and they will lay their hands on the sick and they will become well.
John 5:4 For an angel of the Lord went down at certain times into the pool and disturbed the
waters; and whoever was the first to step in when the water was disturbed was healed of whatever
disease he had.
Luke 24:12 But Peter rose up and ran to the tomb, and stooping down to look in, he saw the linen
clothes by themselves. And he went away to his own home, marveling at what had happened.
Luke 24:51 And when Jesus blessed them he departed from them and he was taken up into heaven

Address Verses with Four “DE’s”
• Designated Earlier
7 of these verses (John 8:7, John 8:11, Luke 22:44, Luke 22:20, Mark 16:17, Mark 16:18 and John 5:4)
are clearly marked in modern translations as suspect.

• Described Elsewhere
3 of these passages (Luke 22:20, Luke 24:12 and Luke 24:51) are generally left in the text without note
since they are reproductions of verses given elsewhere in the NT (see Matthew 26:28, Mark 14:24, John
20:3-7, Acts 1:9-11)

• Decidedly Extraneous
This leaves only 1 John 5:7 which we have discussed above. The suspect verbiage is not necessary to
describe the doctrine of the Trinity

• Detected Easily
Finally, one has to ask the question, How does Ehrman know these verses were not in the original? It is
because our textual criticism makes it possible. It also makes it possible for us to know to 99.5% surety what
the original is.

Bart Ehrman’s Motivations
• Without assailing his character or certainly his
scholarship, it is fair to ask if there is an agenda
• His scholarly publications make no radical claims
• His popular works make radical claims
• Bart Ehrman is well aware of the explanations we
have put forth. Why wouldn’t he inform his
readers of these considerations?

Bart Ehrman’s Motivations
• He writes in Misquoting Jesus:
We don’t have the originals! We have only error-ridden copies, and the vast majority of
these are centuries removed from the originals and different from them, evidently, in
thousands of ways…
• He leaves out that 99% are either trivial, inconsequential or non-critical to our
Christian orthodoxy
• Why would he leave this fact out?
• He assails the long ending of Mark as supporting the resurrection of Jesus and
insinuates it was added as theology later
• Note the last thing said in Mark that is NOT under dispute (Mark
Mar 16:6 NASB And he *said to them, "Do not be amazed; you are looking for Jesus
the Nazarene, who has been crucified. He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is the
place where they laid Him.

Conclusions
• The NT is reliable
• The Gospel remains the power of God for
salvation for everyone that believes
• We can have confidence in everything that it
says.

