
 
 
 
 
 

March 15th, 2020 
 
 
To all Montana Conference Entities and Members, 
 
COVID-19 has officially arrived in Montana. The first case was confirmed just before the 
weekend and the official count has moved up to six individuals as of this morning.1 Based 
off of the experiences of other localities around the world we will probably see a spike in 
cases here in the near future and it remains to be determined how disruptive this will be. 
We are not aware of any location in the United States where rates of infection/diagnosis are 
in decline yet, and various local, state, and federal agencies continue to grapple with how to 
best respond to both the infections and to the threat of spreading the virus. 
 
The Federal Government has made well publicized decisions with regards to limiting 
international travel, however, they have been telegraphing that they are considering 
limiting domestic travel in one way or another as well.2 Across various states decisions are 
being made to limit the assembly of groups of various sizes. Oregon has limited the 
assembly of groups of 250 people or more.3 Ohio has banned most gatherings of 100 
people or more.4 Steve Bullock, Governor of Montana, issued a press release today closing 
all K-12 public schools in Montana as well as making recommendations for groups and 
gatherings.5 Churches, schools, conferences, meetings, and all other gatherings are being 
impacted by the various thresholds being imposed or recommended. Montana Conference 
Administration continues to monitor the various requirements that we need to abide by 
and we are not currently aware of any requirements along these lines and will continue to 
keep our entities and members informed. 
 
A general consensus has developed that social distancing (self-isolation) combined with 
frequent use of disinfectants and hand washing appears to be one of the best things 
individuals can do in order to limit the spread and lessen the likelihood of infection. The 

                                                           
1 https://dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/cdepi/diseases/coronavirusmt accessed 3/15/2020 
2 https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/03/14/coronavirus-travel-president-trump-adds-united-
kingdom-ireland-flight-restrictions/5050097002/ accessed 3/15/2020 
3 https://www.oregonlive.com/coronavirus/2020/03/portland-timbers-coronavirus-next-victim-governor-considers-limits-on-
mass-gatherings.html accessed 3/15/2020 
4 https://www.cleveland.com/open/2020/03/most-mass-gatherings-in-ohio-of-100-or-more-are-banned-due-to-coronavirus-
threat.html accessed 3/15/2020 
5 https://www.kbzk.com/news/national-news/coronavirus/bullock-orders-closure-of-k-12-schools-for-two-weeks accessed 
3/15/20 
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United Kingdom Health Minister Matt Hancock even went so far as to say that individuals 70 
and older may be asked to self-isolate for up to four months.6 References have been made 
to the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic specifically as it pertains to the effectiveness of social 
distancing to limit spread.7 
 
The following graph is intended to show the different rates death during the 1918 Spanish 
flu pandemic between a city population that choose to implement social distancing two 
days after the report of the first case and the spike that resulted from a city who chose not 
to implement social distancing as soon: 
 

 

                                                           
6 https://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/news/national/18306163.over-70s-will-asked-self-isolate-four-months---

health-secretary/ accessed 3/15/20 
7 https://qz.com/1816060/a-chart-of-the-1918-spanish-flu-shows-why-social-distancing-works/ accessed 3/15/2020 
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Various mathematical modeling studies that have been created to simulate the spread of 
influenza and these also support social distancing as an important aspect of slowing and 
limiting the spread of a virus.8 Social distancing combined with other government 
interventions like we are seeing today are also shown to have a significant impact on 
limiting the spread and total number of viral infections. 
 

Montana Conference Recommendations for Members and Churches 
 

1. All members of the Montana Conference are encouraged to be proactive in taking 
steps that will limit the spread of COVID-19 such as: 

•   Staying home if you are sick 
•   Avoid contact with sick people 
•   Cover your cough and sneezes appropriately 
•   Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth 
•   Wash your hands frequently 
•   Clean and disinfect objects and surfaces that are frequently touched using a cleaning 

spray or wipe 
• Implement a social distancing strategy that is appropriate for your age, health 

condition, and resources 
2. All churches are encouraged to convene a church board meeting in consultation with 
their pastor, or the first elder in the absence of a pastor, and make a decision regarding 
what would be the best course of action for their context with regards to the threat of 
COVID-19. Some churches have taken the following courses of action (these are included as 
examples and not as recommendations or as a directive): 

•   Suspended all in-person group meetings 
•   Suspended all group meals 
•   Modified how potluck is conducted (i.e. individuals cannot serve themselves, new 

plates are used when returning to the pot luck line, etc.) 
•   Provided hand sanitation stations throughout their church property and encouraged 

more intentional hand washing 
•   Continuously disinfecting commonly touched areas such as door handles, faucet 

handles, pews, chair backs, etc. before, between, and after Sabbath school and 
church 

•   Having an online only worship experience 
•   Changing the way that individuals greet each other to try and avoid physical contact 

of all forms as well as trying to maintain personal space of at least three feet at all 
times 

 
 

                                                           
8 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2797001/ accessed 3/15/2020 
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Montana Conference Requirements for All Schools 

 
All schools will be navigating their closures in accordance with our denomination’s long 
standing procedure of following the lead of government agencies and their directives or 
recommendations. 
 

Useful Links 
 
North American Division Current Recommendations 
 
COVID-19: What Older Adults Need to Know 
 
Montana State DPHHS Updates and Information 
 
County or Tribal Health Departments Contact Info 
 
Center for Disease Control: Prevention Update 
 
Center for Disease Control: Recommendations 
 

 
Next Steps 

 
The Montana Conference Administration will continue to monitor all requirements issued 
by government agencies and will communicate with our entities and members. Churches 
may find unique mission and ministry opportunities throughout this situation and can work 
in consultation with Montana Conference Risk Management regarding how best to meet 
those needs. Please feel free to contact the Montana Conference Office at 406-587-3101 
with any questions or comments. 
 
Please partner with the us as we continue to lift up this situation in prayer seeking God’s 
will for our response and for His intervention. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Montana Conference Administration 
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