
 
 

Dear Friends,               June 1, 2018 
 

Most of us are aware that June is the official start of Hurricane season. My prayer is always that  
whatever storms may come that people will be prepared and lives would be spared. But we are  
also keenly aware that no matter the preparation, people are always impacted. Which is why we 
at St. Luke’s are ready to respond to the call for recovery and assistance. Two avenues we do this 
is through our support of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and our own 
Emergency Response Team (ERT). During the month of June our mission emphasis will be these 
two groups. 
 

In fact, June is quite a month of missions. Our Honduras team is preparing for their mission starting 
June 24, our ERT team will be deployed to St. Croix this month, and our youth will participate in  
U.M. Army mission work on the Gulf Coast. We plan to commission all these teams in worship on 
June 17.  

 

             In the meantime, peruse this edition of the newsletter, complete with our June Calendar, so that you  
            can stay up to date with all that’s going on in our wonderful congregation.  

 

  Grace and Peace, 

 

      June Mission of the Month:  

         St. Luke’s Early Response Team 

                               & 

                         UMCOR 

Whenever a disaster occurs, the first persons to assess and assist are the Emergency Workers – firefighters, search and rescue, police, and 

medical personnel.  Early Response Teams step in following the Emergency Workers.  Recovery Teams are the last group to assist in disas-

ters.  They do the work of rebuilding and repairing.  Each team is vital to recovery.  Each team serves a different purpose in the rebuilding 

of homes and lives.  All of this work comes under the umbrella of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).   

UMCOR works throughout the world bringing early disaster response as well as continuing the work of rebuilding long term.  It is often 

said that we are the first in and the last out.  And that means that the work of rebuilding sometimes continues for years.   

Early Response Teams fill a specific need in the days after a disaster: to establish the presence of the church.  And why is that so im-

portant?  You see, any person with a little skill can tarp a roof, board up windows, or muck out homes.  If your roof is gone and the rain is 

still coming, a tarp means you can protect what remains from being damaged further.  But loving followers of Christ who can do all those 

things AND listen, pray, and share the love of Christ begin the healing of their hearts.  And I can tell you from experience, that is vital to 

recovery. 

ST. Luke’s has an Early Response Team (ERT) that has been trained and is ready to deploy when the need arises.  The members have pur-

chased and almost completely equipped a tool trailer to support their work.  Often early response teams are asked to go into a community 

“self-sufficient” meaning the team must take all food, water, fuel, supplies, and tents if needed.  Our June mission of the month is the St. 

Luke’s ERT and UMCOR.  I pray you will consider supporting the important work of both our ERT and UMCOR.  The funds collected during 

the month of June will be split between St. Luke’s ERT and UMCOR. 

If you are interested in joining St. Luke’s ERT, please talk to Terry Hilliard or Willie Morris, our ERT leader.    

Sermon Series: Windows on Faith 
 

Perhaps the most notable features of the sanctuary of St. Luke’s are the stained-glass windows. 
These beautiful pieces of art each exemplify some aspect of our faith. Religious stained glass was 
originally intended to be a teaching tool during a time when many people were illiterate. Over the 
summer, our sermons will look at the core beliefs of our faith, through the images of our stained-
glass windows.  

 

June 3, We Believe in God, The Burning Bush Window, Terry Hilliard 

June 10, We Believe in Jesus Christ, The Christ Window, Ricky James 

June 17, We Believe in the Holy Spirit, The Dove Window, Ricky James 

June 24, We Believe the Holy Bible, The Bible Window, Ricky James 

July 1, We Believe in Holy Communion, The Chalice Window, Mike Williams 

July 8, We Believe in Holy Baptism, The Cross Window, Ricky James 

July 15, We Believe in the Church, The Ship of Faith Window, Ricky James 

July 22, We Believe in Eternal Life, The Lily Window, Mike Williams 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2018 
Sunday, June 3—Thursday, June 7 

 

5:00—5:45 pm  Come & Go Snack Supper (parent’s supervision required) 

6:00—8:00 pm   Vacation Bibile School!  
 

A fun time of learning to rely on Jesus through music, Bible stories and crafts! 

Come join in on the fun! 

(Register Here!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning Worship 

June 17, 2018 

You will want to be at worship on June 17 for the  

commissioning of these St. Luke’s UMC mission teams!  

 

~Honduras Mission Team~ 

~Youth Mission Team~ 

~Early Response Team~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fondren After 5 is Thursday, June 7 from 5:00 to 8:00 pm. It is always 

 a wonderful time to get to know our Fondren neighbors and for them 

 to get to know our St. Luke's family. Come join the fun and fellowship! 

 And if you'd like to help serve lemonade or monitor the bouncy house 

 for an hour or so, just call the church (601-362-6381) or sign up on 

 the tear-out card in the bulletin this Sunday, June 3!  

http://www.stlukesjackson.org/vbs


 

What a beautiful morning of outdoor 

worship we had together with We are 

One UMC on Sunday, May 20th at Pen-

tecost in the Park! Along with cele-

brating the gift of the Holy Spirit, we cel-

ebrated a baptism, the confirmation of 

several of our youth, and our graduates. 

There was amazing music from both 

choirs, joyful worship, friendly fellow-

ship and a delicious picnic lunch - all 

with the laughter and squeals from our kiddos in the 

bouncy house in the background! The weather wasn’t 

nearly as warm as it could have been and there was even 

a breeze every now and then! And no rain! Thank you so 

much to all who participated and to all who helped make 

this a glorious morning of celebration! 


