
 
 

  Dear Friends,                             April 1, 2018 
 
Perhaps you have heard the news that Rev. Dr. Terry Hilliard will be moving from St. Luke’s at the end of   

  June. Her husband, Larry, has been appointed the next District Superintendent of the Seashore District  on the Gulf  
  Coast. We will miss the Hilliard family but are grateful for the ministry they have provided among us.  There will  
  be opportunity in the near future to celebrate them.  

 
         I’m grateful that Rev. Mike Williams and I have both been reappointed to serve another year here. I’m 
excited to begin my 9th year of service to this wonderful church. I am also energized by all the  new development 
in our neighborhood. The next few months will be a bit rough with new sidewalks going in all around the neigh-
borhood, along with the new hotels, and bank being built on Duling Ave. But construction is a sign of vitality, and 
we at St. Luke’s are right in the heart of this community! 

 
           Make sure you peruse this new monthly edition of the newsletter, complete with our April Calendar, so that   
  you can stay up to date with all that’s going on in our wonderful congregation.  

 
Grace and Peace, 

 

 

APRIL VAN DRIVERS 

Pick Up 

Fran Jones 

Take Home 

Doug McKibben 

APRIL USHERS 
John Lynch 

Doug McKibben 

Laird McMahen 

Eric Michelletti 

Willie Morris 

David Newton 

Walker Roberts 

Sermon Series: The Life and Mission of the Apostle Paul 
 

We’ll journey with Paul on his mission to share the Good News of the 
Risen Christ with the world! We will travel from to Damascus, to  

Philippi, to Athens, and finally to Rome. As we stop along the way we will 
learn more about Paul’s missionary zeal and desire to follow Jesus no 
matter where he leads. 

 
 

 April 15, Acts 9:1-19, The Road to Damascus, The Rev. Dr. Ricky James 

 

 April 22, Acts 16:16-34, The Prison at Philippi, The Rev. Mike Williams 

 

 April 29, Acts 17:16-31, The Sermon at Athens, The Rev. Dr. Terry Hilliard 

 

 May 6, Philippians 1:1-18, The Prison at Rome, The Rev. Dr. Ricky James 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HONDURAS MISSION TRIP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As March draws to a close, I wanted to thank the St. 

Luke's congregation on behalf of this year's mission team 

for all of your support this month.  We are especially 

grateful for your financial donations to the mission  

earlier this month at the Honduras Luncheon.  We  

deeply appreciate your prayers and we ask that you con-

tinue to pray for us as we prepare ourselves to serve 

alongside our Honduran sisters and brothers in Christ.                                     

                                                                Hunter Upchurch 

     In case you have not heard, Pastors Mike and Terry have formed a cooperative youth group bringing together 

teens from We Are One UMC and St. Luke’s and in February, they spent the weekend at The Gathering, a youth 

event where 1600 youth and their leaders played, learned, and worshiped together.  One of the worship leaders, 

Katie Heckel, spoke about Rafiki Friends and the ministry of the Methodist Rafiki Village in Winneba, Ghana.  

Rafiki Village began because the UMC of Ghana realized that children from the Winneba area were being given to 

fishermen due to the financial constraints of struggling families. The parents received a firm promise that their 

children would be sent to school and all their needs would be met.  Instead the fishermen sent the children out 

to fish and as a result, they were exposed to all sort of risks and unhealthy conditions. The sad news was that 

when these children were trapped in the lake and died, the fishermen used them as bait to attract fish.  Rafiki Village opened its doors in 2008.  

     Katie Heckel, spent 13 months at Rafiki Village and began Rafiki Friends as a way to support the life saving work the village does with children in 

the area.  Youth groups across the state were given a challenge by Mike Howington, our conference “youth guy”, to commit to giving $1000 to 

sponsor one new child for one year at Rafiki Village. Pastor Mike and I talked about it, but like good associate pastors, decided we needed a plan 

and an ok from our big guy, Pastor Ricky.   

     Sunday morning in The Gathering closing worship at Christ UMC Mary Beth Hilliard, the MS Conference youth president, and Mike Howington 

shared the story of Rafiki Village and Rafiki Friends.  Mary 

Beth acted in faith and committed St. Luke’s to supporting 

a Rafiki child for one year.  She didn’t wait to get permis-

sion, she let the Holy Spirit direct her and our church.  You 

will learn much more about Rafiki Village and how we can 

support the ministry and children through Rafiki Friends 

throughout the month of April.  You can also check out 

Rafiki Friends at www.rafikifriends.org.  Please be in prayer 

about how you will support their precious children.     

 

 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Helping 

hands are needed in the nursery on Sunday 

mornings in April and May during the wor-

ship service. You’ll get to know our sweetest 

members! Call the church at 601-362-6381 

or email Leah at leahbatson@yahoo.com.  

http://www.rafikifriends.org

