
Sunday – October 22, 2017 
Preparation 

As we prepare for this week of Daily in the Word, it seems as if time has 
suddenly become short. Just a few days from now, we’ll be entering Day 300 in 
our reading, leaving us only 65 days remaining. We’ll also complete the book of 
Mark, bringing us into the third of four gospels, the book of Luke. Just as 
reminder, the four gospels are still operating under Jewish principles, therefore, 
without rightly dividing one can very easily get bogged down with the doctrines 
found within.  

In spending the time in the gospels, it’s truly been incredible to revisit the 
accounts of our Saviour in action throughout His earthly ministry. Although we’ve 
used this passage in the past, 1 Peter 2:21-24 seems to have a greater impact 
the more we learn of Christ’s earthly ministry. As the passage states, “For even 
hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found 
in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he 
threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: Who his 
own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.” If we’re to 
“follow his steps” then we should take in all we can as we explore each of the 
four different accounts God has preserved. Furthermore, consider all the people 
that followed the Lord, including the rest of the original twelve, yet the Lord only 
chose four accounts of His earthly ministry to be preserved. Surely, many others 
took note, or learned from Him. That being the case, the fact that only Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John were preserved in our Bible, God definitely has something 
in store for each and every one of us.  

As we close out the book of Mark, be reminded that this book presents Him as a 
servant. Therefore, pay close attention to how our Lord “served”. There is no 
doubt that one of the greatest attributes we can learn from the Lord is to live the 
life of a servant. A truly polarizing thought is when we consider that the more we 
learn of Christ, the less we truly know, and the more we realize just how far short 
we fall before Him. That being the case, praise the name of the Lord for His 
grace and mercy, for without it, we would truly be, as Ephesians 2:12, “having no 
hope, and without God in the world”.  

 
 
 



Monday – October 23, 2017 
TODAY’S READING: MARK 7-9  

OVERVIEW:  

The Servant teaches (chapter 7:1-8:26); the Servant reveals that suffering leads 
to glory (chapter 8:27-9:13); the Servant reveals that power comes from faith 
(chapter 9:14-29); the servant reveals that service leads to honor (chapter 9:30-
50).  

HIGHLIGHTS & INSIGHTS:  

For the past several days we have been laying down the pieces that will give us 
the “big picture” of Mark’s Gospel. Today, let’s begin by pulling all the pieces 
together into a concise, easy-to-open package.  

1. Information About TheAuthor  

�His name: Mark  
�His name means: ”A Defense” 
 �His mother’s name is Mary. (Acts 12:12)   
�He is also called John. (Acts 12:12, 25; 15:37)   
�He is also referred to in scripture as Marcus. (Col. 4:10, Phm. 1:24; I Pet. 
5:13)   
�His uncle is Barnabus. (Col. 4:10) 
 �He was a minister or servant on the first missionary journey. (Acts 15:48) 
 �He quit the team (45 A.D.). (Acts 13:13)   
�He was rejected by Paul as a participant on the second missionary 
journey. (Acts 15:48)  
�He became profitable for the ministry again (66 A.D.). (II Tim. 4:11)   
�He was a convert of the Apostle Peter. (I Pet. 5:13)  

 

2. Facts About The Gospel   

�Approximate date of writing: 57-63 A.D.   
�Written from: Jerusalem 
 �Dates of the recorded events: 26 A.D. – 33 A.D.  
�Theme: Christ As The Willing Servant 
 �Christ is seen as: Servant Of The Lord   
�Key Verse: Mark 10:45 
 �Key Words: Straightway(19 times);Immediately(17 times) 



�Chapters: 16   
�Verses: 678 
�Words: 15,844  

 
3. Features of This Gospel 

 �The gospel that refers to Christ as Lord only 2 times in contrast to the 
other 3 gospels which refer to Christ as Lord a total of 73 times. 
 �The Gospel that lets us know not only what Christ did in His earthly 
ministry, but how He did it.   
�Contains 11 fulfilled prophecies.  
 

4. A Simple Outline of This Gospel    

�The Servant’s WORK (Chapters 1-10)   

�The Servant’s SACRIFICE (Chapters 11-16)  

Let me offer a few “pithy” comments as we move through today’s reading:  

7:1 – As soon as you see the Scribes and Pharisees approaching, you can bank 
on it, it ain’t gonna be good!  

7:7 – This little definition will let you know that the Scribes and Pharisees live on 
in many fundamental Bible-believing churches. The tell-tale sign is that they 
“teach for doctrines the commandments of men.” They pride themselves in their 
“holy standards,” and see themselves as those who champion God’s Word, while 
Jesus says they actually “make the word of God of none effect through [their] 
tradition” (7:13).  

7:15 – It’s not the stuff we put in our mouths that God is concerned about, it’s the 
things that come out of our mouths!  

7:20-23 – As in every sin situation, “The heart of the problem is the problem of 
the heart.”  

7:34 – This is an unbelievably cool glimpse into God’s heart. Check this out, 
before He heals this guy, “He sighed.” What’s that “sigh” about? Jesus 
recognizes that it wasn’t supposed to be this way! Sickness, disease, handicaps, 
etc., are all part of the curse of sin that we invited upon ourselves.  

8:12 – This is a different “sigh” here. This is the “How-proud-can-these-
Pharisees-get!” sigh.  



8:14 – The disciples get themselves a little wigged because there’s only one loaf 
of bread in the boat between them all, and fail to realize that the very “Bread of 
life” is in the boat! (We can’t be too harsh on them, however, we do it just about 
every day.)  

8:29-33 – It is amazing that people can be used of God in one breath (Matt. 
16:17), and used of Satan in the next! File that. (And remember, it’s just as true 
about me and you as it is for the person you just thought of!)  

9:5-7 – With a bad case of diarrhea of the mouth, Peter is spouting off, talking for 
the sake of talking (9:6), and you’ve just gotta love how the Father interrupts him: 
“This is my beloved Son: hear him.” If I may paraphrase, “Yeah, yeah, Peter, 
thank you for your wonderful ideas, but it’s not time to talk right now; it’s time to 
listen!” I wonder how many times on a daily basis God would like to speak a 
similar rebuke to us!  

9:29 – Maybe this prescription is what it will take for God to answer that 
unanswered prayer request that you believe to be His will!  

9:31-32 – We call this “selective hearing.” (Ladies, you know we men have a bad 
case of it!) We hear what we want to hear — and don’t hear what we don’t want 
to hear.  

9:33-35 – Be careful, O Laodicean, characterized by the love of self (II Tim. 3:1-
2)! Sometimes rather than “denying ourselves” (8:34), we have simply traded 
arenas where self vaunts itself. In our B.C. (Before Christ) days, it was the world. 
Now, it’s no longer the world, it’s the church! Oh, God, help us! (see III John 9)  

9:43-48 – The Jehovah’s False Witnesses would have you believe that hell is 
actually nothing but the grave. Dig up any grave anywhere on this entire planet, 
and you’ll not find it burning with unquenchable fire!  

9:50 – Is there anyone with whom you need to seek peace today?  

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday – October 24, 2017 

TODAY’S READING: MARK 10-13  

OVERVIEW:  

The Servant’s paradoxes (chapter 10); the Servant in Jerusalem (chapters 11-
12); the Servant unveils the last days (chapter 13).  

HIGHLIGHTS & INSIGHTS:  

As we pick up in chapter 10 today, Jesus continues His teaching ministry. The 
Gospel of Mark centers around what Jesus did, but not to the exclusion of what 
He taught. In this chapter, Jesus reveals that His wisdom is different than the 
world’s, and different from our own natural inclinations. As Jesus teaches in this 
chapter, His teaching centers around five key paradoxes:  

Paradox #1 – Two shall be one. (10:1-12)  

Jesus reveals that God’s intention in marriage has always been ONE man and 
woman, for ONE lifetime, because they have become ONE flesh. Jesus reveals 
that God has not changed His position about the sanctity of marriage. God hates 
divorce (Mal. 2:16), divorce was only ever a concession because of the hardness 
of men’s hearts (Mark 10:5), and the ensuing remarriage that typically follows a 
divorce leads to adultery (Mark 10:11-12). Choose wisely.  

Paradox #2 – Adults must become as children. (10:13-16)  

We are constantly striving to get children to act like adults. Jesus said that 
entrance into the kingdom of God necessitates adults becoming as children. 
Obviously, Jesus is referring to adults becoming childLIKE, not childISH.  

Paradox #3 – The first shall be last; and the last first. (10:17-31)  

This passage reveals at least four things that keep people from genuine 
salvation:  

� A distrust in the fact of Christ’s deity (that He IS God!). (10:18; I John 2:22-23) 
� A misguided trust in the purpose of the 10 Commandments. (10:19; Gal. 3:24) 
� A misunderstood trust in our own self-righteousness. (10:20)  
� A misprioritized trust in riches. (10:21-27; I Tim. 6:17-19)   
 
Though not known by name, this “rich young ruler” has become infamous in the 
fact that he is the only man in Scripture who ever came to Jesus, and went away 



worse than he came. Sadly, many through the centuries have been just as close 
to the King and entering His kingdom who followed this young man down the 
same “sorrowful” and “grievous” path of life (and death!).  

Paradox #4 – The greatest of all is the servant of all. (10:32-45)  

It certainly isn’t true in the world’s economy, but it most certainly is in God’s! The 
greatest example of this truth, as the passage reveals, is the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself. “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many” (10:45). Philippians 2:5-11 
provides an incredible explanation of this paradox. Though our Lord Jesus Christ 
has always eternally existed in perfect equality with the Father in the Godhead, 
He humbled Himself and took on the form of a servant. He not only humbled 
Himself by becoming a man, but by dying as a man. But His humility wasn’t just 
that He died, but the fact that He died the most humiliating death of all, “even the 
death of the cross.” It was that very servanthood that caused the Father to exalt 
Him as the absolute greatest of all, and that has caused us to exalt Him to the 
place of Lordship in our lives!  

Paradox #5 – The blind see, and the seeing are blind. (10:46-52)  

The Scribes and Pharisees thought that they could see perfectly in the spiritual 
realm, when in reality they were completely blind. This physically blind man, 
however, had perfect vision in the spiritual realm. Don’t forget to factor into this 
paradox the fact that Jesus said that one of the chief characteristics of Christians 
in our day is that we think we see perfectly in the spiritual realm, when in reality 
we are completely blind (Rev. 3:17-18).  

As we move into chapter 11, recognize that we are already moving into the last 
eight days of Jesus’ life. Again, because this Gospel is written to Gentiles, rather 
than spending time focusing on citizenship in the Kingdom of Heaven like 
Matthew did in addressing the Jews, Mark makes a beeline toward that glorious 
truth that allows Gentiles to become citizens of the Kingdom of God: the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

From a “big picture” standpoint, chapters 11 through 13 record events that 
present Christ, the “servant of all,” in three of His primary offices:  

� The Servant is presented as KING. (11:1-11) 
� The Servant is presented as JUDGE. (11:12-26) 
 � The Servant is presented as PROPHET. (11:27-13:37)  
 



Note that in chapter 13, Jesus prophesies concerning the final week of years (7 
years) from Daniel’s prophecy (Dan. 9:24-27) that we call the Tribulation 
Period.  In this passage He unveils:  

� The first half of the Tribulation in 13:5-13.  
� The middle of the Tribulation in 13:14-18.  
� The last half of the Tribulation in 13:19-27.  

 

Note also the “four watches of the night: in 13:35.   
� 1st watch – “Even” (i.e. “Evening”) – From 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.  

� 2nd watch – “Midnight” – From 9 p.m. to 12 a.m.   
� 3rd watch – “Cockcrowing” – From 12 a.m. to 3 a.m.   
� 4th watch – “Morning” – From 3 a.m. to 6 a.m.  

 
In terms of church history, the appropriate dates that coincide with these “four 
watches of the night” are as follows:  

� 1st watch – “Evening” – From c. 33 A.D. to c. 500 A.D. 
 � 2nd watch – “Midnight” – From c. 500 A.D. to c. 1000 A.D. 

 � 3rd watch – “Cockcrowing” – From c. 1000 A.D. to c. 1500 A.D.  
� 4th watch – “Morning” – From c.1500 A.D. to c. 2000 A.D.  
 

We are living in the very final minutes (and maybe even seconds!) of the final 
watch of the night. Take special note of Jesus’ final words in chapter 13: “And 
what I say unto you I say unto all, WATCH”!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday – October 25, 2017 
 

TODAY’S READING: MARK 14-16  

OVERVIEW:  

The Servant’s suffering (chapter 14:1-15:20); the Servant’s death (chapter 15:21-
41); the Servant’s burial (chapter 15:42-47); the Servant’s resurrection (chapter 
16:1-18); the Servant’s ascension (chapter 16:19-20).  

HIGHLIGHTS & INSIGHTS:  

Chapters 14 through 16 in today’s reading break down into two neatly formed 
sections:  

� The last six PLACES in the Servant’s WALK. 
 � The last four EVENTS in the Servant’s WORK.  

 

First of all, let’s make our way through   
� The last six PLACES in the Servant’s WALK.  

 

Place #1 – In the town of Bethany. (14:1-11)  

It was here that Jesus was WORSHIPPED.  This account lets us know that Jesus 
appreciates worship that is “out of the box” (14:3)! Jesus has already revealed 
the events of the His suffering and death, and nobody seemed to care (10:32-
34). Nobody appeared to have been compassionate enough to even question 
what He meant! The only question in the disciples’ minds was where they would 
be sitting in the kingdom (10:35-41). But, then there was Mary. Rather than wait 
to use her precious ointment to anoint the body of her Savior after His death 
(14:8), Mary is passionate to lavish her love, adoration, and worship on Him now. 
Do recognize that when your worship is “outside of the box” and out of the 
“mainstream,” it will cause the “mainstream” to have the same response toward 
you that they had toward Mary: “And they murmured against her” (14:5).  

Place #2 – In the upper room. (14:12-26)  

It was here that Jesus was BETRAYED.  What an incredible contrast! Coming off 
of the heels of this glorious act of worship in 14:1-11, Mark records the most 
hideous act of treason! One of His very own disciples would betray Him. What 
must have been going through our Lord’s mind and heart as He spent these final 
hours with His disciples, knowing full well that as He handed the bread that 



represented His body to Judas, the hands that reached out to receive it were the 
very hands that in only minutes would reach out to receive the money for offering 
the body of Christ to be crucified.  

Place #3 – In the Garden of Gethsemane. (14:27-52)  

It was here that Jesus was FORSAKEN.  Peter is a classic example of the old 
adage, “Talk is cheap.” Again, knowing full well what Peter would do in the next 
few hours, Jesus invites him, James and John to go further than the rest of the 
disciples (14:33), allowing them to enter not only another level of information, but 
another level of intimacy with their Lord. At the time our Lord in His humanness 
most needed the love and support of His friends (14:34), He was forsaken. First, 
the “intimate three” slept through His deepest sorrow (14:37), then verse 50 
adds, “And they all forsook him, and fled.”  Note that the real battle Jesus faced 
was won before He ever got to the cross. It was the battle fought in Gethsemane 
for “my will” vs. “thy will.” It is likewise in the “Gethsemanes” of our life, that 
battles are won or lost.   

Place #4 – In the High Priest’s Palace. (14:53-72)  

It was here that Jesus was REJECTED.  Not only was Jesus plotted against by the 
chief priests and the council, lied about by the very ones He had come to 
redeem, but vehemently denied by the very one who vehemently vowed that he 
would die himself before denying Him!  

A quick overview of Peter’s track record through Mark’s Gospel reveals that 
Peter:  

� Argued when he should have submitted. (8:32-33)   
� Talked when he should have listened. (9:5-7)   
� Slept when he should have prayed. (14:37-38)  
� Fought when he should have surrendered. (14:47)  
� Denied when he should have witnessed. (14:66-71)  

 
We read that and are tempted to “dis” Peter out, until we realize that he sounds 
an awful lot like us! Note also, that Peter was remorseful and repentant (14:72) 
and forgiven (John 21).  

Place #5 – In Pilate’s Hall. (15:1-20)  

It was here that Jesus was CONDEMNED.  In order to be condemned to death, 
the Jewish council recognized that they had to find some way to convince Pilate 
that Jesus had been guilty of a capital offence (John 18:31-32). There was only 



one possibility, and that was to spin Jesus’ claim to be King as a statement 
against Rome’s authority, making Him appear as a political revolutionary. Pilate 
recognizes, however, that the accusations of the chief priests were all bogus and 
born out of envy (15:10). Pilate, hoping to avoid having to make a controversial 
decision concerning Him, offers to release one prisoner, either Barabbas or 
Jesus, thinking that the people certainly would never choose to release the likes 
of Barabbas! The chief priests, however, had “worked” the people ahead of time 
(15:11), and they cry out for the release of Barabbas, and for Jesus to be 
crucified (15:12-14). Verse 15 is tremendously revealing: “And so Pilate, willing to 
content the people.” Mark it down, being a people-pleaser will invariable lead to 
unbelievable and unthinkable compromise!  

Place # 6 – On Golgotha. (15:21-41)  

It was here that Jesus was CRUCIFIED.  Mark provides us a time sequence of the 
crucifixion:  

� “The third hour” (15:25) – 9 a.m.  
       Jesus was nailed to the cross.  
 
� “The sixth hour” (15:33) – 12 noon  
       Darkness for the next three hours.  
 
� “The ninth hour” (15:34-37) – 3 p.m.   
     Jesus’ final words and then He “gave up the ghost.”  

 

The last section of Mark’s Gospel presents  � The last four EVENTS in the 
Servant’s WORK.  

Event #1 – The Servant’s DEATH. (15:21-41) 

 Event #2 – The Servant’s BURIAL. (15:42-47)   

Event #3 – The Servant’s RESURRECTION. (16:1-18)  

Event #4 – The Servant’s ASCENSION. (16:19-20)  

 

 

 



Thursday – October 26, 2017 

TODAY’S READING: LUKE 1-3  

OVERVIEW: The introduction of Theophilus (1:1-4); the conception of John the 
Baptist in Elisabeth, wife of Zacharias (1:5-25); the conception of Jesus in Mary 
(1:26-38); Mary and Elisabeth’s meeting (1:39-56); the birth of John the Baptist 
(1:57-66); the prophecy of Zacharias (1:67-80); Christ, the baby (2:1-20); Christ, 
the child (2:21-28); Christ, the youth (2:39-52); the testimony of John the Baptist 
concerning Christ (3:1-20); the testimony of God the Father and the Spirit 
concerning Christ (3:21-38).  

HIGHLIGHTS & INSIGHTS:  

Today we move into the third of the four Gospels, the Gospel of Luke. Whereas 
Matthew was written to Jews to present Christ as King, and Mark was written to 
Gentiles (specifically Romans) to present Christ as a Servant, Luke was written 
to Greeks to present Christ as a Man.  

To really understand God’s mindset through Luke in this Gospel, it is important to 
understand something about Greeks. I Corinthians 1:22 says that just as the 
Jews require a sign, the Greeks seek after wisdom. That is why historically, the 
Greeks are synonymous with “philosophy.” The word “philosophy” actually means 
the “love of wisdom” (philos = love; sophia = wisdom). The Greeks loved wisdom 
and were consumed with the desire to discover the real meaning of life and one’s 
morality. This entire Gospel is written from the vantage point of revealing to the 
Greeks the fact that Jesus Christ, God in human flesh, is the true meaning of life 
and the ultimate standard of morality. Interestingly, the name Luke means “light-
giver” (much akin to the Hebrew name Lucifer, meaning “light-bearer”). The 
Gospel of “Luke” shines as a “light to lighten the Gentiles” (2:32). Because every 
generation has been mightily influenced by the philosophical mindset of the 
Greeks, this Gospel “gives” tremendous “light” to every generation.  

Note to whom this Gospel was actually written: Luke writes in 1:3, “It seemed 
good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very 
first, to write to thee in order, most excellent Theophilus.” Obviously, it was 
written to Theophilus (a Greek word meaning “lover of God”). Note also that the 
purpose for which Luke says he wrote this Gospel in 1:4, “That thou (Theophilus) 
mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed.” 
Theophilus is obviously a believer. Back in 1:1, Luke talks about “those things 
which are most surely believed among US.” Luke says that because he “had 
perfect understanding of all things from the very first” (1:3), he wanted to write to 



Theophilus, to lay any questions or doubts in his mind to rest (“that thou mightest 
know the certainty of those things, wherein thou has been instructed” – 1:4). That 
is why you will find that this Gospel is given to facts, and is a much more detailed 
account of the life of our Lord. (See 1:5; 2:1-4; 3:1-2 in today’s reading for some 
great examples of Luke’s emphasis on facts!) This is, no doubt, why Luke is the 
longest of all four Gospels. (Though it doesn’t have as many chapters as 
Matthew, it has about 2,000 more words.) Note also in that same train of thought, 
that the Gospel of Luke is actually the first volume in a two-volume set. Note how 
the Book of Acts begins, “The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all 
that Jesus began to do and teach” (Acts 1:1).  

But not only is Luke’s Gospel written to the Greeks, it is written to present Him as 
a man. That is why the phrase “Son of man” is found 26 times in this Book. It 
focuses our attention on Jesus’ humanity, and all through this Book, Luke’s 
account will highlight the human element of the Lord Jesus Christ. We will see 
Him weeping over those who rejected Him (19:41); touching the untouchable 
(5:13); being touched by the unthinkable (a prostitute) — (7:39); and seeking the 
lost (5:31-32; 9:56; 19:10). In fact, seven different times in this Book Jesus asks 
someone to follow Him.   

Because this Gospel is written to present Christ as a man, it is also reflected in 
Luke’s record of His genealogy. Remember, Matthew is a Jewish Gospel, so His 
genealogy begins by identifying Christ with David, but runs His family line 
beginning with Abraham, the Father of the Nation of Israel. Luke, however, traces 
Christ’s genealogy through His “human” mother, but takes it back to Adam, the 
first “man” (Luke 3:38).  

Though Luke presents Christ as 100% man, don’t fail to realize that at the same 
time, He is 100% God. This, of course, is a major hang-up for Jehovah’s False 
Witnesses. They like to throw out verses like Luke 2:40 in today’s reading as 
proof that Jesus wasn’t and couldn’t have been God. All they do, however, is 
prove that they don’t believe the Bible, and that they do not have the Spirit of God 
in them so they can even understand the Bible (I Cor. 2:14)! I Timothy 3:16 calls 
it the “mystery of godliness” (no wonder they can’t get it! Not because it is a 
“mystery,” but because it has to do with “godliness”!). “God was manifest in the 
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed 
on in the world, received up into glory.”  

 

 



Friday – October 27, 2017 

TODAY’S READING: LUKE 4-6  

OVERVIEW: The testimony of Satan concerning Christ as the Son of God (4:1-
13); the testimony of the Scriptures (4:14-30); the testimony of demons (4:31-44); 
Jesus is the difference between failure and success (5:1-11); Jesus is the 
difference between guilt and forgiveness (5:17-26); Jesus is the difference 
between the old and the new (5:27-39); a new kind of Sabbath (6:-11); a new 
kind of nation (6:12-19); a new kind of blessedness (6:20-49).  

HIGHLIGHTS & INSIGHTS:  

If you were to be asked who it was that God used to provide the most content in 
the New Testament, that would be a no-brainer, right? The OBVIOUS answer is 
Paul. But though Paul is the obvious answer, the only problem is, he just doesn’t 
happen to be the RIGHT one! That’s right! Though Paul was used of God to write 
more BOOKS of the New Testament than any other writer, it is actually Luke who 
is the one God used to provide the most actual content. (Note: This is based on 
the amount of words and verses written by Luke in Luke and Acts, compared with 
the words and verses in the 13 Books known to be authored by Paul. A great 
case could be made that Paul may have authored the Book of Hebrews during 
his 40 days and 40 nights in Arabia, but it would be impossible to be dogmatic 
about it since the Holy Spirit did not inspire its human author to include his 
name.)  

In yesterday’s comments we spent most of our time providing information to help 
us keep our bearings as we move through the Gospel of Luke. But who is this 
“Luke” anyway? Colossians 4:14 refers to him as “the beloved physician.” It 
should be noted, that God’s choice of words concerning him is very specific. It is 
NOT, “Luke, the beloved doctor,” but “Luke, the beloved physician.” Why make 
such a “to-do” about such a seemingly insignificant observation? Well, above 
everything else, because “every word of God is pure” (Prov. 30:5). God chooses 
His words very carefully. There are no indiscriminate or random words in the 
entire Bible. He specifically calls Luke a “physician” because He wants to make a 
distinction between his occupation and the “doctors” of his day. When God refers 
to “doctors” in the Bible, (Luke 2:46; 5:17; Acts 5:34), they were actually 
theologians who were so engulfed in head knowledge about God, that they 
actually missed God when He was right in front of them! It is amazing how many 
people know all kinds of things about God and the Bible, but in the midst of all of 
their knowledge, never really get to know Him. Perhaps the reason for such a 
strange divergence is that the Bible is not an end in itself. It is a means to an end. 



The end, however, is not to get to know the BIBLE, but to get to know GOD! Why 
do we read the Owner’s Manual in the glove box of our cars? To get to know the 
manual, or to get to know the car? Obviously, the car! In that same way, God 
provided us with His “Owner’s Manual” (the Bible) for the purpose of getting to 
know HIM!  

It is also interesting to note that there are only two physicians who are actually 
mentioned in the entire Bible. Luke is obviously one of them, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ is the other. Though they both possessed the ability to heal physically 
(Jesus through miracles, and Luke through medicine), both were more concerned 
about the spiritual healing needed in the souls of those who have tested S.I.N. 
positive, than the healing needed in men’s bodies.) Jesus is, in fact, both the 
Physician and the Cure Himself! Luke, the beloved physician, pointed men to the 
Great Physician and His glorious cure.  

As we have provided for both Matthew and Mark’s Gospel, the following is a 
basic summary of the Gospel of Luke:  

1. Information About The Author  

• His name: Luke  
• His name means: Light-giving   
• He was a Physician. (Col. 4:14)   
• He wrote this gospel to Theophilus. (Luke 1:3)  
• He also wrote the book of Acts. (Acts 1:1)   
• He joins the 2nd missionary team in Troas. (Acts 16:1-10)   
• He stays behind in Philippi. (Acts 17:1)   
• He rejoins the missionary team on their 3rd journey. (Acts 20:1-6)  
• He journey’s with Paul to Rome. (Acts 27:12)   
• He is also referred to in scripture as Lucas. (Phm. 1:23, 24)  

2. Facts About The Gospel   

• Approximate date of writing: 60 A.D.   
• Written from: Philippi   
• Dates of the recorded events: 6 B.C. – 33 A.D.  
• Theme: Christ as the ideal man   
• Christ is seen as: Son of man   
• Key verse: Luke 19:10   
• Key word: Man (131 times)   
• Chapters: 24   



• Verses: 1,151   
• Words: 27,090  

 
3. Features of This Gospel   

• The only gospel that records the parable of the Good Samaritan.  
• The only gospel that records the cleansing of the 10 Lepers.  
• The gospel that shows Christ ministering to women.   
• Contains 9 fulfilled prophecies.  

4. A Simple Outline Of This Gospel Four Periods  

• Period #1 - A time of Preparation. (Chapters 1-3)  
• Period #2 - A time of Identification. (Chapters 4-8)  
• Period #3 - A time of Instruction. (Chapters 9-18)  
• Period #4 - A time of Culmination. (Chapters 19-24)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday – October 28, 2017 
 

Reflection 

Reflecting over the past week, the Lord allowed us to finish the book of Mark, and 
the presentation of the Lord Jesus Christ as a “servant”. Again, Philippians 2 
reiterates this theme in verses 5-8 as Paul writes, “Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross.” It’s almost impossible to wrap our finite minds around the 
fact that God Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth, took upon Himself “flesh” 
(John 1:14; 1 Timothy 3:16), to the intent of living a life of service on this earth 
(the one He created).  

Upon completion of Mark, we immediately entered the book of Luke. The book of 
Luke, in and of itself, seems to mirror the book of Matthew. Yet, as Matthew 
presented Christ as King, Luke presents Him as the “Son of man”. The distinction 
is discovered in the differences between the genealogies of Christ found within 
the two books. In Matthew we find the genealogy traces the life of Christ back 
through the lineage of King David, while Luke traces Him back through the 
lineage of Joseph.  

Although we haven’t yet spent much time in the book of Luke, what we were able 
to read is Luke’s account of the temptation of Christ. Both Luke’s and Matthew’s 
account were found in the fourth chapter of each book. Within each account, in 
verse 4 of chapter 4 of both Matthew and Luke the following phrase is recorded: 
“And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word of God.” Matthew’s gospel records a slight variation of 
the phrase by stating, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” As we learned in our earlier devotionals, 
God’s way of turning up the volume on a subject or principle is by repeating 
Himself. Therefore, based on the accounts we have of this passage, God has 
definitely taken the time to emphasize this principle. Throughout the entire Bible, 
God has emphasized the importance of a regular diet of the written word of God. 
Job recorded it like this, “Neither have I gone back from the commandment of his 
lips; I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food.” 
(Job 23:12) As we read through our Bible, we can easily see how God compares 
His word to actual food such as: apples, honey, bread, milk, or meat. That being 
the case, God’s desire is that we see His word for what it is. He even uses the 



record of the temptation of Christ to, yet again, emphasize the importance of the 
word of God. Again, “man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of 
God.” Therefore, we can conclude that the word of God is our source of life. It is 
our source of health (both physically and spiritually). It is essential to salvation, 
walking in the Spirit, and therefore, being a disciple of Christ. Sadly, Amos 8:11 
teaches us that, “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a 
famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the 
words of the LORD:” Considering the necessity of the word of God, truly, what a 
sad day this will be.  

As we continue our journey throughout the last weeks of Daily in the word, may 
the realization of the importance of a relationship with the word of God, be more 
real to us now than the day we started this journey. If, as we learned, Christ was 
the “fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9) and the word of God was 
essential to Him, how much more essential should it be in ours. Praise the Lord 
for the gift of His Word, and the gift of His word.  

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION:  

Mark 8:29 “And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter 
answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ.”  

Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.”  

Mark 14:38 “Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is 
ready, but the flesh is weak.”  

Luke 1:35 “And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore 
also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”  

Luke 4:1 “And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was 
led by the Spirit into the wilderness,”  

 


