
JACOB and ESAU                                                             August 9, 2020 

Read Genesis 33:1-11 (on next page if you don’t have a bible) 
Esau and Jacob were twins.  Esau was born first.  Back in their time, ONLY the oldest 
son inherited from their father.  He would have inherited many slaves, cattle, sheep and 
land as their father, Isaac, was very rich.  But Jacob was jealous of Esau and wanted all of 
the inheritance for himself.  So he tricked their father into giving it to him.  Once Esau 
found out, he was VERY VERY angry and threatened to kill Jacob.  So Jacob had to run 
away with nothing. 
Now many years passed.  Both Esau and Jacob were older.  Both had been blessed by 
God and wanted for nothing.  Esau commanded a large army.  Jacob had wives and many 
children and sheep. So Jacob traveled back to his homeland. Jacob was concerned that 
Esau would still want to kill him.  So he sent gifts ahead of him to Esau hoping this 
would make Esau happy.  Jacob and his family also prayed to God that all would go well. 
Esau meets them along the way with a large army.  Jacob had with him his wives and 
children and slaves.  No one was a warrior.  Jacob knew he had committed a sin against 
Esau when they were younger.  So he bowed down 7 times to show that he respected 
Esau and was sorry for what he had done.  At this point, Esau could have just told his 
army to go kill Jacob and his family, but he did not!!  God had changed his heart.  He 
realized that Jacob was still his brother and he loved him.  Esau ran to Jacob and they 
embraced.  They probably talked about all that had happened to them during the many 
years apart.  Jacob introduced Esau to his family and Jacob’s family bowed to Esau, just 
as Jacob had done.  Since Jacob was the head of their family, they would respect 
whomever Jacob respected.  Jacob had to convince Esau to accept his gift as Esau had 
everything he needed.  He told Jacob God had provided for him.  But he did finally 
accept the gift to show he had forgiven Jacob. 
God changed both their hearts - Jacob to not be jealous and to steal from his brother; 
Esau to forgive his brother for taking his inheritance. Both of these are sins.  Both Esau 
and Jacob had asked God for forgiveness, which He gave them, and they forgave each 
other. 

QUESTIONS: 
1. Have you ever been jealous of something your brother or sister has that you didn’t? 

How should you handle those feeling? 
2. Did you ever take anything from a brother or sister that did not belong to you?  How 

did they react?  Should you have done that? 
3. Have you ever sinned against a brother or sister?  What should you do then? 
4. If a brother or sister sins against you, what should you do? 



GENESIS 33:1-11 
And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him four 
hundred men. And he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two 
handmaids. And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah and her 
children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindmost. And he passed over before them, and 
bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. And Esau ran 
to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept. And 
he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children; and said, Who are those with 
thee? And he said, The children which God hath graciously given they servant. Then the 
handmaidens came near, they and their children, and they bowed themselves. AndLeah 
also with her children came near, and bowed themselves: and after came Joseph near and 
Rachel, and they bowed themselves.  And he said, What meant thou by all this drove 
which I have met? And he said, These are to find grace in the sight of my lord. And Esau 
said, I have enough, my brother; keep that  thou hast unto thyself. And Jacob said, Nay, I 
pray thee, if now I found  grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand: for 
therefore I have seen thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast 
pleased with me. Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee; because God hath 
dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. And he urged him, and he took it.
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