
PILLAR OF FIRE                                                 July 26, 2020 

Read EXODUS 13:17-22 (on next page if you don’t have a bible) 

Have you ever gone out at night when it was really dark?  Like maybe on a camping trip?  
I bet you take a flashlight with you.  And before you go, you check that the batteries 
work.  You do this because you want to see where you are going so you don’t fall and get 
hurt or get lost.  You want to be safe and to also get where you want to go. 

Well, back in Moses’ day, they did not have flashlights.  And Moses was leading 
thousands and thousands of the Jews (God’s people) across the desert to the land that God 
had promised them.  They needed to travel by day and into the night. So without a 
flashlight, how would Moses know where to lead the people so they would be safe and 
not lost?   

God had promised to take care of them.  So God created a pillar of fire, that never burnt 
out.  It gave off a great light so everyone would see at night.  Not only could they see, but 
the pillar of fire MOVED where they needed to go.  It guided them.  

Now, why would Moses and all those people follow a pillar of fire?  Did the pillar of fire 
have any magic powers itself?  Did they think it might be a trick?  NO!  Because God  
promised them He would lead them to the Promised Land.  And God ALWAYS lives up 
to His promises.  When God promises something, it will always happen.  You just need to 
trust God and follow what He tells you to do. God will NEVER tell you to do anything 
that would hurt you or be bad for you. 

Moses knew this.  So when the pillar of fire appeared, Moses told the people this was a 
sign from God and they needed to follow it, no matter how strange and scary it was. 

QUESTIONS: 
1. Has God ever asked you to do something that was scary? (like tell your friends about 

Jesus) 
2. When God tells you to do something, what do you do? 
3. If Moses had not followed the pillar of fire and just went in another direction, what 

do you think would have happened? 
4. How did Moses ‘talk’ to God about what to do? 



EXODUS 13:17-22 
And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not 
through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, 
Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt: 
But God led the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red sea: and 
the children of Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Egypt. And Moses took 
the bones of Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn the children of Israel, 
saying, God will surely visit you; and ye shall carry up my bones away hence with 
you. And they took their journey from Succoth, encamped in Etham, in the edge of 
the wilderness, And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to 
lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day 
and night: He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, not the pillar of fire by 
night, from before the people. 
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