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In a world in which one rogue missile or dirty bomb could paralyze our civilization,
what hope is there? The answer to questions of this magnitude are found in the Holy
Scriptures and in the lessons of history.
Wise leaders throughout the ages have seen beyond the moment to gain direction from
the lessons of history. They have thrown open the windows of their age to what C.S.
Lewis called “the clean sea breeze of the centuries.”
Patrick Henry, perhaps the most eloquent voice of the American Revolution, was
inspired by his love of God’s providence in history. He said, “I know of no way of judging
the future but by the past.” Facing impossible odds as they stood against the world’s
most powerful empire, Henry spoke to the Virginia Assembly in1775: “Three millions of
people, armed in the holy cause of liberty … are invincible by any force which our enemy
can send against us. There is a just God who presides over the destinies of Nations … Is
life so dear and peace so sweet as to be purchased with the price of chains and slavery?
Forbid it Almighty God! I know not what course others may take, but as for me, give me
liberty or give me death.” His faith in God’s providence inspired a nation to stand and see
victory!
In the 20th century, C.S. Lewis was one of the brilliant Christian
leaders who had lived in England through the terror of the Nazis
as they nearly bombed London into oblivion in WWII. Many of the
English had lost hope, just as many Americans have today. But
Lewis spoke about God’s providence and power in his radio broadcasts throughout the war. Lewis taught that Jesus, the Lion of
Judah, is the Lord of History who has defeated the Evil One—much
like Aslan, the victorious Lion in his classic novel, The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe.
G.K. Chesterton, contemporary of C.S. Lewis, also found hope in
history. Chesterton wrote that “the long ago and far away may
very well open our eyes to the here and now— perhaps better than
the events that swirl about us with every passing day.”
These leaders echoed the great historian Lord Acton, who said,
“History must be our deliverer, not only from the undue influence
of other times, but from the undue influence of our own—from the
tyranny of the environment and the pressures of the air we
breathe with every passing day.”
Harvard professor George Santayana said, “Those who do not
remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” Commenting on
this famous axiom, the premier Russian novelist Alexander
Solzhenitsyn said, “If we don’t know our own history then we
G. K. Chesterton
simply have to endure all the same mistakes, all of the same
sacrifices, all of the same absurdities over again—times ten.” Solzhenitsyn spent many
years imprisoned and tortured in the Soviet Gulag. His book, The Gulag Archipelago,
exposed the Soviet genocide of the Russian people.
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President Ronald Reagan, like Solzhenitsyn, saw the Soviet
Union as “the evil empire” and hastened its collapse in 1991.
Reagan himself was inspired by his love of America’s Christian
history. In his Farewell Address in 1989, President Reagan
spoke of history. He asked, “Are we doing a good enough job
teaching our children what America is and what she represents
in the long history of the world? …We have got to do a better
job of getting across that America is freedom…and freedom is
special and rare. We’ve got to teach history based not on what’s
in fashion, but what’s important: Why the Pilgrims came here....
If we forget what we did, we won’t know who we are. I am warning of an eradication
of that—of the American memory that could result, ultimately, in an erosion of the
American spirit.”
God’s providential history inspired the above leaders to keep their own focus and faith.
They then inspired their people to prevail over the evils of their time. Unfortunately,
most Christians today have not been taught their true history. Instead, they have been
taught to divide their study of God’s Word from an understanding of history. This is a
fatal mistake. The teaching of “the mighty deeds” of God throughout history should be
taught in tandem with the Bible.
Dr. George Grant summarizes the link between the Bible and history. He says of history,
“It is the stuff of life and it is the stuff of faith as well; in fact the Bible puts a heavy
emphasis on historical awareness…. When Moses stood before the Israelites at the end of
his long life, in Deuteronomy 32, he did not exhort them with polemics or moralisms.
He reminded them of the mighty works of God in space, in time, in history. He reminded
them of their duty to remember. Similarly, David standing before his family and friends,
following his great deliverance from his enemies, in 2 Samuel 22, did not stir them with
sentiment or nostalgia. He reminded them of the great and mighty works of God in
space, in time, in history. He reminded them of their duty to remember. Solomon, again,
standing before his subjects at the dedication of the newly consecrated temple in 1 Kings
8, did not challenge them with logic or rhetoric. He simply reminded them of the works
of God in space, in time, in history. He reminded them of their duty to remember.
Nehemiah, standing before the consecration of the families at the new city walls.
Stephen, standing before his accusers, the Sanhedrin. Again and again and again
throughout the Scriptures we see this standard. Remembrance and forgetfulness are
often the measuring rods of faithfulness and unrighteousness throughout the entire
canon of Scripture. That’s why the psalmist sends forth a booming phrase in Psalm
88:12 when he says, ‘Shall your Wonders be known in the dark? And your righteousness
in the land of forgetfulness?’”
Let’s work together to Remember, Repent and Return (Rev. 2:5).
—Marshall Foster, D.D.

