
Freefall of American Education

Lingering visions of ivy-covered prestigious 
institutions of higher learning and academic 
excellence still remain a part of the American 
Dream. Parents mortgage their homes and, 
together with students, indenture themselves 
with loans of more than $100,000 to finance a 
single bachelor’s degree which they hope will 
ensure success.

However, on the billion dollar, tree-lined campuses 
and behind the ivy-covered walls is a “shadow 
university” that is hidden from parents and 
students, but which is harming their lives and 
futures.  Many authors including Professor Jim 
Nelson Black uncover the façade of this shadow 
university. He says “It’s in this arena, where 
administrators exercise absolute control over 
students, that one finds the enforcers of political 
correctness, the mandatory sensitivity classes, 
the seminars on race and gender, and the encounter 
sessions through which students are indoctrinated, 
often by invasive and manipulative means, including 
various kinds of role-playing, in the dogmas of 
“diversity” and “tolerance” that are a mask for 

the anti-American and hyper-sexualized agenda 
of the universities.  The doctrines being forced 
on students are distinctly countercultural and 
contrary to any interpretation of traditional 
morality, and it is easily the most sinister 
element of what’s happening today.” 

Authors and professors Alan Kors and Harvey 
Silverglate powerfully expose the shadow university 
calling it “a hidden, systematic assault on liberty, 
individualism, dignity, due process, and equality 
before the law.”  They say, “The ultimate force 
of the shadow university is its ability to punish 
students and, increasingly, faculty behind closed 
doors, far from public and even campus scrutiny.”  
They say that the universities “have become the 
enemies of a free society.”

Not only is modern education a faith-killer; it is 
an intellectual disaster.  “Ninety-five percent of 
the kids who go to college in the United States 
would not be admitted to college anywhere else 
in the world” states Albert Sanker, head of the 
nation’s second largest teacher’s union, the 
American Federation of Teachers. American 
education has left over forty million American 
adults illiterate and over fifty million more have 
only survival level academic skills.

Truth is “whatever your colleagues let you get away 
with,” according to Professor Richard Rorty at the 
University of Virginia.  Rorty, one of the icons 
of the Left, admits openly that “the power base 
of the Left in America is now in the universities.”  
He is not alluding to a playground game of “king 
of the hill.”  The souls of America’s youth are the 
prize and parents are paying “big time” to place 
their most precious resource into professors’ hands, 
only to see them stripped of their beliefs and 

secretly reprogrammed.  Today, only 3% of the 
Ivy League faculties identify themselves as 
conservatives.  

The president of the Heritage Foundation, Ed 
Feulner, says that America’s best colleges have 
totally failed at their fundamental responsibility.  
The core curriculum of a liberal arts education, 
the standard of America’s colleges for 300 years, 
has been ripped out and forcible purged from 
higher education.  This hidden agenda includes 
the dumping of the historical, cultural, political 
and scientific foundations of our society. From 
kindergarten thru graduate school entire genera-
tions of young people don’t know the essential 
facts of our history or culture. 

Legendary Yale professor, Dr. Donald Kagan, 
one of only two conservatives on the Yale faculty, 
laments the destruction of our society caused by 
the universities’ cynical trashing of America and 
her history.  He says, “The terrible thing about 
the disappearance of a focused program of some 
kind that tries to teach you the heritage of Western 
civilization is that it hasn’t been replaced by 
anything….The university is telling students that 
ours [America’s] is a terrible civilization, and 
the less they know about it the better.  Except, 
of course, that they need to know that it’s 
wicked, chauvinistic, racist, and all that.”

What is being taught in college curriculum? 
Thousands of “elective” courses are mandated in 
order to alter values, facts, and social behavior.  An 
example includes the ever-so-popular “Homosexuals, 
Heretics, Witches and Werewolves” at Stanford.  
Other typical classes at various first tier colleges 
and universities include “Feminist Critique of 
Christianity,” “Sorcery and Magic,” and “Queer 
Theory, Queer Texts.”  Or for history buffs there 
is “Love and Eros in Japanese History” or 
“Fetishism, Gender, Sexuality, Capitalism.”   
Even courses that may sound traditional or 
beneficial have a hidden meaning.  Longtime 
USC professor, Dallas Willard, warns that these 
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For centuries, American education was parentally controlled at the 
local level. The Bible was the basic textbook from which every subject 
was taught. 
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names are simply a cover for the unyielding agenda 
of the humanist ideologues that dominate the 
schools.

*  *  *
The good news is that Americans are awakening 
to the truth as the above deceptions are being 
exposed. Throughout Scripture the mandate is 
clear: education is the responsibility of the 
parents. Consider the words of Moses:                                                               

"Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one! You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your strength.

And these words which I command you today 
shall be in your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, when you 
walk by the way, when you lie down, and 
when you rise up.” (Deut. 6:5-7)

Here is our hope – the ultimate, no-fail plan that 
is given by God throughout Scripture. (Gen. 1:26-28; 
9:1-5; 18:17-19; Deut. 6:4-10; Eph. 6:4; Ps. 78:1-10; Prov. 1:7; 
9:10; Col. 2:3; 2 Cor. 6:14; 2 Tim. 3:14-17).
 
Noah Webster, the Founding Father of Education, 
said, “The education of youth [is] an employment of 
more consequence than making laws and preaching 
the gospel, because it lays the foundation on which 
both law and gospel rest for success….Education 
is useless without the Bible.”

For centuries parental, biblical education of 
children was the central pillar of our republic. 
Once again in our generation, millions of young 
minds are being trained by godly parents, especially 
in home schools and private schools. They are being 
taught to apply the cause and effect principles of 
Scripture to family, economics, government, and 
all areas of life and society. Doing all we can to 
prepare these covenant children is the sure way 
to reverse the freefall of education. 

-Marshall Foster 

February 2014Freefall of American Education

 

WORLD HISTORY INSTITUTE teaches the liberating lessons of historically-proven biblical principles to bene�t people of all nations. 
Resources, conferences and tours have been provided since 1976. WHI is a 501(c)3 non-pro�t ministry. Your involvement and 
tax-deductible contributions are encouraged. © Copyright 2014 World History Institute, PO Box 4673, �ousand Oaks, CA 91362, 
805.523.0072, www.WorldHistoryInstitute.org.


