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America’s Choice: Liberty or Tyranny?
their godly charters and constitutions,
beginning with the Mayflower Compact.
The kings piled on regulations and would
not allow the colonies to manufacture
their own products, but forced them to
send raw natural resources to England.
The British would then sell back the
finished products at a premium to the
colonies. England grew rich on this
unjust scheme.
By the 18th century, the colonies continued
to be incredibly productive, even under
the burden of English bureaucracy and
arbitrary regulations. Imagine! The fact
is that in about 70 years the Christian
self-government and free enterprise of the
colonists added as much wealth to England
as the English empire had accumulated in
over 1700 years!
A passionate Patrick Henry exposes the tyranny
of the Stamp Act to the House of Burgesses, 1764.
(painting by Peter F. Rothermel)

Did you know that our current meltdown
of the free enterprise entrepreneurial system through regulation, taxation and the rapid
increase in centralized government - is much
like what our colonial founders faced in
the 1760s? If we are to understand how
to solve the desperate concerns of our day,
it is vital that we learn the answers from
our history.

Shortly after our first settlers came to
New England, the Stuart kings of England
attempted to thwart the freedom and
self-governing success of the American
colonies. But the colonists held on to

As England progressively turned away
from Christianity in the 18th Century,
they rang up an enormous national debt
through overspending, wars and huge
government salaries. Its leaders, both
king and parliament, often drunk in their
deliberations, began to plunder the
productivity and freedom of the colonies
through direct arbitrary taxation without
representation to pay this debt. Does this
sound familiar? This was a frontal attack
on their colonial charters and rights as
Englishmen guaranteed in the hard-won
documents from Magna Carta through
the English Bill of Rights. As George
Washington said, “I think the Parliament
of Great Britain has no more right to put
their hands in my pocket, without my

"You shall
choose able
men from all
the people God-fearing
men who hate
unjust gain..."
Jethro speaking
to MosesExodus 18:21
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