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A quintessential example of America’s current 
crisis is the Bell, California scandal that broke in 
July.  �e little town of Bell, population 38,000, 
discovered that their city manager was being paid 
$800,000 per year and their �re chief was taking in 
over $450,000 a year.  �ese salaries are ten to 
twenty times the income of the average citizen that 
these men were hired to serve.  

Americans across the nation are waking up to 
corruption at all levels of government.  �ey are 
recognizing that we, as a people, will either govern 
ourselves or be driven into poverty and servitude 
by an all powerful state. �ose who know history 
and the biblical view of mankind’s fallen nature 
know that corruption and waste in civil govern-
ment is the universal plague of all nations through-
out history.  

�e Secret of Local Power
Town meetings were held in each community of 
New England beginning with America’s �rst 
settlers in the 1600’s. Localism with town meetings 
became the most powerful force for freedom and 
prosperity that had ever entered civil government 

in all of history.  Careful, local oversight by citizens 
is the only solution to the plague of “political 
tricksters” that has enslaved virtually all peoples 
since Nimrod.  Historian Robert Fiske records 
how this antidote to corruption in government and 
in all institutions worked for centuries in America.  
Writing in 1890 he says:

 “Within its proper sphere, government by 
town-meeting is the form of government most 
e�ectively under watch and control.  Everything 
is done in the full daylight of publicity.  �e 
speci�c objects for which public money is to be 
appropriated are discussed in the presence of 
everybody, and anyone who disapproves of any 
of these objects, or of the way in which it is 
proposed to obtain it, has an opportunity to 
declare his opinions. 

Under this form of government people are not 
so liable to bewildering delusions as under other 
forms. I refer especially to the delusion that ‘the 
Government’ is a sort of mysterious power, 
possessed of a magic inexhaustible fund of 
wealth, and able to do all manner of things for 
the bene�t of ’the People.’  Some such notion as 
this, more often implied than expressed, is very 

common, and it is inexpressibly dear to demagogues.  
It is the proli�c root from which springs that 
luxuriant crop of humbug upon which political 
tricksters thrive as pigs fatten upon corn.  

In point of fact no such government, armed 
with a magic fund of its own, has ever existed 
upon the earth.  No government has ever yet 
used any money for public purposes which it 
did not �rst take from its own people, - unless 
when it may have plundered it from some other 
people in victorious warfare.”

Accountability & Transparency 
�e solution to corruption, overspending, debt 
and crushing taxes is e�ective, citizen oversight, 
especially at the local town meeting.  �e town 
meeting has been revived in the last few years in 
America, largely by the Tea Party movement. Only 
with local citizen involvement can the deception of 
the above great lie be exposed and dealt with 
successfully. �is may sound simple. But for the 
town meeting to be e�ective the people must agree 
that leaders cannot be trusted beyond their limited 
and stated constitutional jurisdiction and civil 
leaders must be required to give an account to 
informed and engaged citizens.  

Your Local Republic
Over the last century, Americans lost sight of the 
importance of local, accountable government.  A 
hundred years ago every community owned, managed 
and funded their own schools and libraries, both 
public and private.  Private charity and churches 
funded all welfare, medical care and were the soul 
of the community.  All utilities, roads and protection 
against �re and crime were local a�airs. �ey did 
this without any state or federal funds or involvement.  
�ey were small, strong republics. Great leaders 
were trained at the local level. �is self-government 
was the key to America’s freedom and prosperity.
But our generation has not been taught to be 
concerned with local a�airs.  We have been taught 
to look to the federal government for largesse and 

“Government by Town Meeting”

We Can Restore America - One Family,
 One Town Meeting at a Time.

Citizens engaged in correcting corruption in Bell, CA. 


