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America’s T
True
Identity

he American people, especially
in recent months, have become
uncomfortable with the direction of their
nation and their government. It seems
that a foreign way of life is being thrust
upon them and they are longing for their
true identity.
Francis Schaeffer, a leading Christian
philosopher of the 20th century, said
that America varies from Europe
in that we have a Christian
conscience that lies just beneath
the surface of our identity as a
people.
The search for America’s identity
and heritage is not a difficult one
to tackle. Millions of people have
begun to search for the “original
intent” of the Founding Fathers
as a start in tracking this lineage.
That is a good start. But the full
story goes back even further.
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“...with firm
reliance on
the protection
of Divine
Providence..."
Declaration of Independence
July 4, 1776

Our Founders constructed our
documents and launched this
freest and richest
nation ever created on
one foundation. That
foundation was the
biblical Christianity of
the Reformation that
had swept through
Europe in the centuries
before.

He said, “When Protestant Christians
came to this country they possessed
and subdued the land. They worshipped
God, and His Son Jesus Christ as the
Savior of the World, and acknowledged
the Scriptures to be the rule of their
faith and practice. They introduced
their religion into their families, their
schools and their colleges.
They abstained from all ordinary business
on the Lord’s Day, and devoted it to
religion. They built churches, erected
school houses, and taught their children
to read the Bible and to receive and
obey it as the Word of God.
They formed themselves as Christians
into municipal and state organizations.
They acknowledged God in their legislative
assemblies. They prescribed oaths to
be taken in his name. They closed their
courts, their places of business, their
legislatures, and all places under the
public control, on the Lord’s Day. They
declared Christianity to be part of the
common law of the land.
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Hodge lays it out. The foundation of
our most cherished liberties and the
legacy that all Americans share,
regardless of their faith or lack thereof,
is the loving personal commitment of
our ancestors to biblical Christianity.
If we were to believe the historical
revisionist textbooks of our day, this
“Protestant Christianity” produced little
except for prudes, witch hunters and
moralists who put an “A” on women’s
chests if they were judged to be immoral.
This perversion of the central theme
and identity of America is perhaps the
greatest historical slander of all time,
next to the Pharisees whitewash of the
Resurrection of Christ. Is our heritage
pure and without sin? Of course not.
But the distortions and outright lies about
our true identity that are perpetrated in
academia and the media are unbecoming
a people who claim to process integrity.
What is the true fruit of this biblical
heritage? First, these believers created
the first and greatest constitutional
republic modeled after the Hebrew
Republic and the incredible model of
the early church polity as seen in the
New Testament. This unequaled
governmental system drove power
back down to the individual and his
conscience and away from a centralized state. Second, beginning in
Jamestown and in Plymouth the
settlers modeled the biblical work ethic
and the free enterprise system that
made America the entrepreneurial
capital of the world. Third, they
created colonial charters for each of
the 13 colonies that based their society
on a voluntary faith in the God of the
Bible and the Ten Commandments.
Fourth, they formed Christian schools
and all the colleges for 200 years.
These schools were so excellent that
by the time of the Revolution the
Americans were by far the most literate
people on earth. Then these “Protestant

believers” birthed the great trio of
liberties that had never before been
protected in a nation. Our political,
religious and economic liberties
created and funded the greatest
missionary movement of all time and
charity that reaches every country in
the world.
These are just a few of hundreds of
accomplishments that must be laid at
the feet of America’s unified heritage
of biblical Christianity. Charles Hodge
continues with his insightful challenge
that is as true today as when he said it
134 years ago.
Hodge continues, “No man is molested
for his religion or for his ant of religion.
No man is required to profess any form
of faith, or to join any religious association.
More than this cannot reasonably be
demanded. More however is
demanded. The infidel demands that
the government should be conducted
on the principle that Christianity is
false. The atheist demands that it
should be conducted on the assumption
that there is no God, and the positivist
on the principle that men are not free
agents. The sufficient answer to all
this is that it cannot possibly be done.”
He speaks truth to us if we wish to
survive and prosper as a free country.
There is no neutrality. One religion
or secular religious ideology will give
direction to our country into the future.
Americans, as they search for a foundation
to rebuild our faltering civilization, do not
need to “change our system” through
revolution. We just need to have the
fresh wind of God’s Spirit blow new life
first into us as the church and then into
our biblically reasoned documents as a
people. Christ will not force us to go
back and place our firm reliance upon
Divine Providence as our Founders did
in 1776. We must choose.
Dr. Marshall Foster
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“PRESERVE ME
O GOD, FOR IN THEE
DO I PUT MY
TRUST.”
Psalm 16:1
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