
Reformation, restated the balanced 
compact (covenant) theory of resistance 
to tyrants. As Gary Amos states, 
“John Calvin’s influence … was felt 
over all of Europe and later in the 
American colonies as well.  In his 
Institutes of the Christian Religion 
(1536), Calvin says that while private 
individuals cannot resist tyranny with 
a mob uprising, lower magistrates who 
represent the people have a duty to 
resist.  The people may appoint ‘popular 
magistrates … to curb the tyranny of 
kings.’  The people may then act at the 
direction of the magistrates.  These 
representatives have a duty to ‘restrain 
the willfulness of kings,’ even if it means 
they must ‘overturn … their intolerable 
governments.’  
In 1572, French Protestants called 
Huguenots, were faced with annihilation.  
Using the cover of a royal wedding, 
the king of France ordered the massacre 
of all Protestants in Paris while they 
were disarmed for the wedding 
celebration.  Whole cities were wiped 
from the map in the ensuing holocaust.  
Brutus (pen name) wrote Vindiciea 
(Defense of Liberty Against Tyrants) 
in response to this ongoing massacre.  
His extensive treatise and biblical 
exegesis was the masterpiece of the 
proper Christian response to tyranny 
which was studied throughout America’s 
Founding era.  For example Brutus says,

In the 1630’s the English Parliament was 
faced with a rogue, out of control king, 
Charles I.  He shut down Parliament 
for eleven years, killed and tortured 
and dissenters and ran roughshod      

over the laws of England (the rule of 
law).  Parliament raised an army.  In 
the midst of the ensuing civil war, the 
eminent scholar and minister, Samuel 
Rutherford, wrote Lex Rex (The Law 
and the Prince [ruler]).  This was the 
finest, in-depth biblical exegesis of the 
English Reformers concerning the 
proper response to out of control 
governments.    
These great documents of liberty were 
the moral and legal foundation of 
American liberty.  Richard Perry, editor 
of the classic book Sources of our 
Liberties, says that all of the documents 
of liberty from Magna Carta (1215) to 
the American Constitution (1787) were 
“part of a single long political process.”
In our struggle to maintain our constitu-
tional liberties under God, our choices 
today are now clear.  First we can 
continue to remain passive, confused 
and compliant as our Constitution 
continues to be shredded before our 
eyes, which will result in the end of 
America as we know it.  Second, we 
can tolerate “mob uprisings” and “class 
warfare” which are unbiblical and have 
always lead to tyranny. Third, we can 
actively apply the powerful, peaceful 
weapons of the Constitution and our 
freedom documents to roll back the out 
of control power grabs of government. 
But we cannot wield our constitutional 
powers if we do not know them.  “We 
the People” must face our individual 
and collective ignorance not only of the 
Constitution but of the Bible and the 
documents that birthed its principles.  
It was this ignorance that Thomas 
Jefferson warned against when he said, 
“If a nation expects to be ignorant – and 
free – in a state of civilization, it expects 
what never was and never will be.”  
May we be given the conviction, courage 
and wisdom to do the right thing. 
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This is the nineth in a series on the must-know 
landmark documents of liberty that led up to 
the U.S. Constitution.

We can wield 
our powerful, 

peaceful,
 constitutional 

powers to 
roll back 

out of control
power grabs.

”If a prince [ruler] purposely ruin 
the commonwealth, if he presump-
tuously pervert and resist legal 
proceedings or lawful rights, if he 
make no reckoning of faith, 
covenants, justice nor piety, if he 
prosecute his subjects as 
enemies; briefly, if he express all 
or the chiefest of those wicked 
practices we have formerly spoken 
of; then we may certainly declare 
him a tyrant [a leader who has lost 
his authority to rule].”


