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merica is in a life and death struggle for the survival of freedom. Many people are
losing hope that we can ever restore our inalienable rights. What are we to do
when faced with unconstitutional power grabs by our own government? What most
people do not know is that the historically proven answers to this question have been
documented by our Christian ancestors for over 700 years.
The solutions to questions of power grabs are almost forgotten today. They are embedded
in documents such as Magna Carta (1215), Vindiciea Contra Tyrannos (Defense of
Liberty Against Tyrants) (1579), Lex Rex (The Law and the Prince [ruler]) (1644), over
80 American colonial charters and constitutions, thousands of founding era sermons, as
well as in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the
United States.
All nations in all of history – except for those in the Christian law tradition
– have been dominated by despots or oligarchs who have impoverished
their people, stolen their land, and denied their liberty. This has been
true on every continent in every century since Ancient Babylon.

Tiananmen Square June 1989. Millions of Chinese longing for freedom,
looking to America's Statue of Liberty for hope.

The world
hungers for the
freedom in
America's
founding
documents.
Will we shred
them or share
them?

Christians for the first millennium after Christ created a civilization
known as Christendom. From the beginning, they followed the Bible as
the foundation of civil society. They developed the compact (covenant)
theory of government taught in Scripture. They knew that God holds all
the people responsible for upholding justice in a nation as well as the
ruler or leaders. (Deut. 16:18-20; 2 Sam. 3:21; 5:13; 1 Sam. 12:24)

However, as Christendom grew in success and power, it faced the age
old problem of the rogue state or out of control tyrannical rulers. In 1080, the Christian
scholar Manegold wrote regarding the Christian compact (covenant) theory of government:
“If he [the ruler] violates the contract (pactum) [covenant with the people] under
which he was elected, disturbing and confounding that which he was established
to set in order, then the people is justly and reasonably released from its obligation
to obey him. For he was the first to break the faith
that bound them together.”
The biblical solution of how to deal with rogue
governments was then refined through intense
human dramas and sealed in documents over
the next 700 years. Magna Carta, the Great
Charter, was penned in 1215 by Archbishop
Steven Langdon. It codified the Christian
common law of England.
The key themes of Magna Carta were: the Church
in England shall forever be free; the king had
Millions of Iranians rally for freedom - June 2009
limited jurisdiction (boundaries); he could not
steal the peoples’ wealth or liberties; and the people had the right and responsibility to
hold the ruler accountable to the rule of law.
Throughout the 16th century Protestant leaders and nations were faced with genocide
by emperors and kings throughout Europe. John Calvin, intellectual engine of the

