
�e Divine Origins of the American Republic

What gave the early immigrants to the American 
wilderness the courage, independent spirit, and 
audacious will to defy the hierarchal structures of the 
tyrannical nations of Europe and write their own 
documents of liberty?

How did these English yeomen accomplish what had 
never been done in 6,000 years of human history?  
Understanding the answers to these questions is crucial 
to the preservation of our liberty in the coming years.  
�e reason that they were able to create self-governing, 
successful governments is that they were dedicated 
students of the “divine constitution” given to Moses.  
�eir own written words and actions reveal that they 
were following a speci�c model. �ey knew that the 
God-ordained blueprint for true liberty had been given 
to the Ancient Hebrews on Mt. Sinai and codi�ed in 
the Torah (the �rst �ve books of the Bible.)  

Contrary to popular belief, the root of America’s 
governmental genius did not begin in the minds of 
the Founding Fathers. �e Founding Fathers built on 
a continuum of divine truth that was tried and tested 
in towns and colonies for 150 years before the consti-
tutional period.
 
Samuel Langdon was prominent in securing the 
adoption of the U.S. Constitution. Speaking before 
�nal rati�cation in 1788, he said, “�e Israelites may 
be considered as a pattern to the world for all ages and 
from them we may learn what will exalt our character, 
and what will depress and bring us to ruin as a 
nation.”1 

John Adams, America’s second president and foremost 
legal scholar knew that the biblical precepts of the 
Hebrews were the �nest in all of human history.  
Responding to an author who had praised the Greeks, 
Adams says, “As much as I love, esteem, and admire 
the Greeks, I believe the Hebrews have done more to 
enlighten and civilize the world.  Moses did more than 
all their [Greek] legislators and philosophers.”2

What was so uniquely di�erent about the society and 
government laid down at Mt. Sinai?  Legal Professor 
John Eidsmoe says, “In chapter 18 [of Exodus] Moses’ 
father-in-law, Jethro, the Midianite, proposed that 
Moses decentralize the judicial system by selecting 
various tiers of judges, laying the groundwork for the 
Hebrew Republic.” 3
 
�e people gave voluntary consent in choosing God as 
their King and choosing Moses as their commander 

and chief executive. God directed Moses to establish a 
senate or council of elders as well as a popular assembly 
similar to America’s House of Representatives. �is 
assembly was called the congregation, all the assembly, 
and other titles.
 
�e Israelites voluntarily chose  to be subject to God’s precepts 
and loving ways.  �ey elected their judges, and followed 
this same pattern of decentralized representative government, 
concentrating all civil government at the local level.  In 
Israel all people were equal before the law.  �ere was 
no caste system, no special privileged class, and no 
tyrant claiming to be God as was the practice of the 
ancient Pharaohs of Egypt. �e national government, as 
long as the Hebrews followed God’s ways, was limited 
and reserved for speci�c national priorities such as 
national defense.  All other powers and decisions were 
reserved for the local tribes as they held themselves and 
their leaders accountable to the just and merciful laws 
of God. 
 
Rev. E. C. Wines, a renowned authority on the Hebrew 
Scriptures, explains how America had emulated Moses’ 
divine national plan.  He says, “�e Hebrew Constitution, 
in its substance and its form, in its letter and its spirit, 
was eminently Republican [a republic].  �e power of 
the people was great and controlling….Whoever attentively 
considers the…Hebrew and American constitutions 
cannot but be impressed with the resemblance between 
them.  �eir fundamental principles are identical; and 
many of the details of organization are the same or 
similar.”4  �is is the primary reason why America 
became the freest and most prosperous nation in 
history.  Our forebears tapped into the eternal plan of 
God for men and nations.  �ey understood that the 
laws of the universe are unchanging and that God 
knows best how His world works.  Our loving God has 
not left us in the dark as to the only way of freedom. 
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America's biblical government was forged in hundreds of town hall meetings 
like the above Old South Meeting House in Boston, MA. 

1Political Sermons of the American Founding Era, ed. Ellis Sandoz 
Indianapolis: Liberty Press, 1991), p. 945-946.
2 John Eidsmoe, Historical and �eological Foundations of Law: Vol. 1 
(Powder Springs, GA: American Vision Press and Tolle Lege Press, 2011), p. 397.
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�ese colonial settlers also had a great advantage when 
it came to implementing God’s ways.  �ey were, for 
the most part, devout believers in Jesus Christ, the God 
of heaven made �esh, for whom Moses was but a prophet.  
�is faith made our early settlers “more than conquerors 
through Christ” and able to govern themselves with 
moral power and clarity.  �ey also had the “mind of 
Christ” and the Geneva Bible in their own language to 
give them the insights needed to create a worldwide 
example for all nations to experience God’s blessings 
and liberty.5

Can we not see the miraculous con�uence of the 
revealed truths of civil order and the opening up of a 
new continent for discovery and settlement some four 
centuries ago?  We are the heirs of this American 
miracle that has led to the political liberty of half of 
the world! We are more accountable than ever to 
reapply and obey God’s principles as individuals and 
as a nation. �ere is no other way of restoring our 
national liberty.  �is one of a kind matrix of liberty is 
sustained through the faithful, loving lives of Christian 
believers and guided by the eternal principles laid 
down 3,500 years ago by God at Mt. Sinai.  

Langdon’s �nal words to the colonial legislators ring 
down to us as a divine warning.  He declared, “If you 
neglect or renounce that religion taught and com-
manded in the Holy Scriptures, think no more of 
freedom, peace, and happiness; the judgments of 
heaven will pursue you.”  Can we see what is at stake 
here?  We are �ghting not just for a �ag or document 
but for the Glory of the Lord of Heaven and Earth.  
Judgment or blessing will pursue us depending on the 
path we choose.

- Dr. Marshall Foster

How is it that Uganda remembers the pattern for 
godly life, when Americans have largely forgotten? For 
students of providential history, President Museveni’s 
speech should ring familiar. His speech traces the 
same path our forbears followed in founding America. 
For example, the Pilgrims �rst repented of their 
personal sins. �en they established their church 
covenants, committing themselves to live together in 
obedience to Christ. When they founded Plymouth 
in 1620, they made the world's �rst governmental 
Compact (or Covenant) with God to found their 
colony. �e Pilgrim in�uence quickly expanded to 
their neighbors.

Later colonists in Massachusetts and Connecticut built 
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