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America’s Protective Armor
began to have hope of effective body
armor. The genius of Kevlar is a complex
web of thousands of twisted fibers, 5-10
times stronger than steel. These fibers are
interwoven in multiple layers and made
into a bullet proof vest. Upon impact, the
interlocking fibers work together absorbing
the bullet’s power, preventing the bullet
from penetrating the body. Since this
invention, innumerable soldiers and
others have been saved from death or
injury.

St. Michael by Raphael, Year c. 1504-1505, Oil on wood

It only takes one to slay a dragon.

What has gone wrong in America, the

land of the free and the home of the brave?
Here is a story that illustrates our dilemma.
The age of knighthood with men in full
body armor ended in the 16th century
with the development of firearms. One
shot from a rifle could pierce any metal
armor. A bullet could bounce around
inside the metal shell, making mincemeat
out of the human body. As a result, for
the next 400 years, soldiers had no effective
body armor. Millions of men were
mangled and killed before the increasing
perfection of firepower through WW II.
It was not until 1965, with the invention
of Kevlar brand fiber, that modern soldiers

The many threads and layers of the Kevlar
are like the fabric of society. What is the
fabric of society? It is made up of countless
decisions made by individuals every day.
Every choice in every part of life involves
decisions between good and bad, right and
wrong. Each individual decision is made
for or against “the eternal rules of order
and right.” Each decision either strengthens
or weakens the fabric of society.
For centuries, Americans built Kevlar-like
covenants (agreements) which functioned
as armor protecting our freedom and
prosperity. Since our first settlers, an
infinity of oral and written covenants were
developed in families, churches, towns,
counties, and colonies from the grassroots
up. Included were over eighty colonial,
civil constitutions that were written before
the U.S. Constitution. Each family and
each town were little self-governing
republics. This bottom-up, multi-faceted
fabric of society was the driving force

Power of One

"The testimony
of history is
that truth and
the critical mass
sufficient for
cultural change
resides in the
minority,
usually in a
small minority,
and often in
only one
individual."
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behind the development of our Constitutional
republic.

fabric of society together without government
regulation or control.

James Madison, the Father of the Constitution,
explained the decentralized power structure of the
document in the Federalist Paper #45. “The powers
delegated by the proposed Constitution to the
federal government are few and defined. Those which
remain in the state governments are numerous and
indefinite.” This means everything we care about
in our everyday lives is to be dealt with at no
higher than the state level.

But how could we ever recover this freedom?
We have strayed so far. We will be discouraged
and give up if we look only to building a “moral
majority” or “democratic consensus.” The powerful
quote below points to the true “catalysis sufficient
to transform a culture.”

A century ago, the effects of these Kevlar-like
covenants were still observable and central to
America’s success. Note the comparison between
England and America in 1892 given below.
Scottish historian Douglas Campbell saw the fatal
warning signs of top down centralization of power
in government. “In England Parliament legislates
for the whole kingdom. That body takes upon
itself the management of the domestic, the local,
the parochial [religious], the municipal affairs of all
the communities of England, Ireland, Scotland, and
Wales. It arranges for every local gas bill, water
bill, sewage bill, and railway bill for the two
islands.” Within decades after Campbell wrote
these words, the British Empire - the greatest since
Ancient Rome - lay in ruin.
Can we see a clue to a secret of American success
in Campbell’s analysis of America in 1892? “In
America, the Federal Congress legislates only on
matters of national concern, everything else is left
to the separate states … But the difference between
the two countries goes much deeper than this. The
American system is a complete one, reaching down
to the foundations, and the foundations are its
most important portions. At the bottom lies the
township…an infinity of little republics, each
managing its own local affairs.” In this system of
liberty, each family became an educational,
economic and charitable engine that held the

A Brilliant Solution
Distinguished attorney and author, Brent Winters,
says, “[It is the] duty of God’s people to build
God’s Word into the fabric of their nation’s
consciousness, one person at a time. [This process]
does not rest upon superior learning, education,
genius of the human mind or even goodness…
the testimony of Scripture and history reveals
that truth will transform a country only as it
works through the conviction of the individual,
not through notions of democratic consensus.
Further, as the individual follows his conviction of truth, he will walk alone, and eventually,
he will stand alone, and hold God’s ground
alone.
Nonetheless, the well-placed force of conviction
of an individual, or a handful of individuals,
can constitute catalysis sufficient to transform
a culture. Indeed, the testimony of history is
that truth and the critical mass sufficient for
cultural change resides in the minority, usually
in a small minority, and often in only one
individual.”
Even though the fabric has been weakened we
can rebuild – and, one by one, strengthen the
fabric of society. John Knox, the man who freed
Scotland from tyranny and superstition in one
decade, said “One plus God is a majority.”
Marshall Foster
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