
Freedom or Tyranny?

As we face increasing crises, history proves that we 
can either choose tyranny working through force or 
liberty working through love. Toward the end of his 
life Napoleon Bonaparte �nally discovered the greatest 
Emperor of all. 

He said: “I know men; and I tell you, Jesus Christ is 
no mere man. Super�cial minds see a resemblance 
between Christ and the founders of empires, and the 
gods of other religions. �at resemblance does not 
exist… Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and myself 
have founded empires; but upon what foundation did 
we rest the creations of our genius? Upon force. But Jesus 
Christ founded His Empire upon love; and at this hour, 
millions of men would die for Him.” 

Napoleon Bonaparte rose to power from the rank of 
corporal in the French revolutionary guards in 1795. 

�e people of France had just su�ered untold misery at 
the hands of Robespierre and the guillotine of the 
French Revolution. Forty thousand Frenchmen had 
lost their heads, literally, to the giant knife. �ey faced 
economic chaos and were looking for someone to o�er 
them stability and hope.  Napoleon came along promising 
the young men of France a return to prosperity and 
gave them dreams of World Empire if they would 
follow him. As a result the little general took the men 
of France to war for almost two decades. Napoleon 
proved to be a brilliant �eld commander and propa-
gandist.  He covered his thirst for power in a cloak of 
populism, appealing to the middle class, the common 
man.

By 1804, following the plan of the ancient Caesars of 
Rome, Napoleon had himself enshrined as the �rst 
consul of the new Holy Roman Empire and the 
Emperor himself for life. He drove his enemies before 
him capturing nation after nation. Finally he sacri�ced 
400,000 French soldiers as he forced them into an 
invasion of Russia. Napoleon was driven into exile.

But ultimately, after escaping his island exile and 
regathering his army in 1814, Napoleon was defeated 
for the last time at Waterloo by the British Duke of 
Wellington. He probably would have won the battle 
that day, but a torrential rain drenched the roads 
prohibiting the general from putting his canon on the 
hill overlooking the battle�eld. For this reason he 
delayed his attack on the British until the afternoon the 
next day. �is gave the Prussian army the time needed 
to reach the �eld and attack Napoleon from the �ank.  
By the time the Scottish Calvary galloped into the 
center of the French phalanx, Napoleon had no more 
weapons in his arsenal.

By the time he was in his �nal exile on the island of St. Helena 
he saw his folly for what it was. In the revealing words 
quoted above we see Napoleon’s unique historical vision. 
But this great leader not only saw the brutality of tyrants 
like himself, he perceived the unstoppable nature of the 
Kingdom of the real Emperor of the world, Jesus Christ.

What this defeated leader acknowledged was that a 
carpenter from Nazareth, who was cruci�ed in 29 A.D., 
had inaugurated a kingdom that could not be defeated. 
Jesus Christ had grounded His Empire not on force, but 
on the power of love and liberty working through His 
transformed army of believers. 

Napoleon Bonaparte lived out his �nal months reading 
the Bible, especially what he called the Royal Book, the 
book of Hebrews. Napoleon had come to fully believe in 
the Deity and Kingship of Christ.  In our time, so many 
Christians have given lip service to Christ, but have 
relegated His Kingship, His rule, to a di�erent age. 
Because believers have not actively participated in the 
leadership of our institutions as they once did, unbelieving 
humanists have �lled the vacuum. Now it appears we are 
being lead toward a welfare state. 

Author R.C. Sproul de�nes how the social welfare state 
is slowly morphing into tyranny. He says, “�is [the 
welfare state] eventually becomes statism, where the state 
becomes the goal of life. �e state becomes the reason 
for us to live.” 

What can we do now to restore our national liberty and 
avoid going the way of France into a forced tyranny? We 
can fall back to reality. We can realize, as Napoleon did, 
that the way of forced tyranny is no match for the 
Kingdom unleashed upon the world by the King of kings.

And what does the history of the growth of Christ’s 
Kingdom teach us about the way to liberty? It teaches us 
that Jesus Christ unleashed an army of loving, trans-
formed believers into the world armed with the power of 
God, the protection of God and the Word of God. 
�eir mission, stated in Christ’s Great Commission, was 
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to “disciple the nations” and o�er, as “ambassadors” of 
King Jesus, reconciliation to the rebels of the world. 
�e unstoppable force of history is the liberation of 
men and nations by the great truth that, “If the Son 
shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”

�is army of God faced o� with the Roman Legions 
but it was an unfair �ght. �e Christians had an armor 
that the Romans could not see. �ey had the armor of 
God and Christ in their hearts. �ey grew and perme-
ated the empire, saving babies from pagan infanticide, 
caring for the poor, and taking in the widows. Within 
three centuries they made up 20% of the empire. 
When they were captured by the Roman army and 
thrown to the lions, they o�ered up their lives as 
martyrs knowing that their Commander had given 
them eternal life and had eternal rewards waiting for 
them. 

�e frustrated Roman legions were then faced with the 
conversion of much of their own army to the Christian 
faith. As a result Rome and its tyranny fell, while 
Christianity has now spread to the entire world.

Napoleon, two centuries ago said that there were 
millions of Christ’s followers who would die for Him 
out of love. Two centuries later there are now over two 
billion people in the world who claim to be followers 
of Christ and Christianity is the fastest growing 
religion in the world.

Jesus stated the way things are and will be when He 
told His disciples, “�e gates of hell will not prevail 
against [the church]. We, the church, must once again 
see ourselves as we are: “more than conquerors” beating 
down even “the gates of Hell”. A hundred million 
evangelical believers in America can certainly “bind 
down the tyrants with the chains of the Constitution”, 
as Je�erson said we should do (based on God’s Word, 
Ps. 149:6). �en we can get about the exciting task of 
reconciling God’s world to Himself. 

-Marshall Foster
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