September 2009
Dear Friend,
Decades in the cultural trenches have convinced me that the battle for
America is, foremost, a battle for the minds and morale of the people. Like
the Roman legions of the first century, no physical army is our equal. But also
like the Romans, we may collapse in a sea of bureaucracy, taxes, spending and morale-weakened
citizens.
On December 7, 1941, the United States was brutally attacked at Pearl Harbor by the Japanese,
destroying our Pacific Fleet. But within three and a half years we were able to rally and defeat
the two greatest war machines in history (Germany and Japan) in a worldwide campaign.
The key to victory was not superior weapons, but the internal factors of morale (vision, commitment
and esprit de corps) and purpose. We knew our objective was victory and our army had the
internal morale to sustain the attack to a victorious conclusion.
In contrast, our failure to obtain victory in Korea (1950-53) and Vietnam (1964-75) was caused
by a lack of vision for victory. America’s lack of moral clarity as exemplified in President Johnson,
inevitably led to poor morale in the troops and the people at home.
In the all important spiritual war that pervades God’s world in our time, we can see many of
these same principles of warfare at work. America’s spiritual and cultural decline in recent
generations can be traced, at a fundamental level, to a lack of unified purpose and morale in
the people of God.
We have a constitutional republic that allows us to vote for representatives to lead us back to
the godly principles of our founders. We have numbers on our side as over 40% of all adult
Americans claim to be “born again” Christians and 82% claim to be Christians. And most
importantly, we have truth on our side to give us biblical, workable solutions to our personal
and cultural dilemmas.
However, we find ourselves often overwhelmed by an inferior ideological force with fewer
people, failed cultural experiments, and an unlikable cast of leaders. What is the answer to this
outrage? Improve our morale. Here are some of the strategies that we have found successful
in turning the tide of battle.
First, we can focus our minds upon the orders and commission of our Commander-in-Chief,
Jesus Christ. He told His disciples, “All authority is given me in heaven and on earth.” Based on
this reality, He said, “Go and make disciples of all nations. ” To accomplish this task we are to
teach the “nations” to obey all the He has commanded.
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History proves that when the church obeys this whole commision, not only are millions of
souls saved, but entire cultures are transformed into virtuous and successful civilizations
through the application of God’s eternal laws to all of society.
Second, we can refuse to allow ourselves to focus upon the doomsayers, or the conspiracy
theorists. Not that we do not acknowledge evil and its plans when we see them unfold. But
we take our teaching and our students past the negative possible outcome to see the magnificent
plan of the real King. Isaiah takes us behind the battle lines of history to what is really happening.
He says, “Do not say, ’A conspiracy,’ Concerning all that this people call a consiracy, Nor be
afraid of the threat, nor be troubled. The Lord of hosts, Him you shall honor, let Him be your
fear... .” (Isaiah 8:12)
Third, we encourage people all around the globe to remember that the power mongers of
history do not control events or even their own fate. The God of history used a tiny group of
disciples of Jesus Christ, people of undaunted morale and purpose to overthrow Roman
paganism that had ruled the known world for 600 years! This was the inauguration of Christendom.
The Lord used simple believers and missionaries and overthrew all of the pagan empires of
Europe and built cathedrals for the ages. He shined the light of His Word through the Reformers
of the 16th Century, and brought down the “divine right” kings, which in time led the way to
liberty and prosperity for billions of people. It is true, but bears ever repeating, that “Covenant
Keepers Win and Covenant Breakers Lose.” You just have to survey the “big picture” over time!
After sharing these unchanging, liberating truths for decades, we see many changes in lives
and communities. Jay, one of our seminar participants from the Midwest writes:
“I wanted to send you some encouragement on how your efforts are making daily as well as eternal changes in
those of us who hear your messge. I often remember your description of the stadium full of the great cloud of
witnesses. When I need to focus in a crisis, I think, ”I’m not playing the whole game in the move - I’m just going to
do this one play with excellence.”
“Every time your newsletter comes, along with being so wonderfully filled with information, it gives us a window
to the world of Spirit led Christians throughout history who have changed their world against all odds. Just
think, before your seminar our county had a whole cluster of believers who were acting defeated by the world, as
if God was not big enough to reverse America’s increasing decadence through us. Be encouraged.”

Our free gift offer to you this month is a DVD special message of encouragement entitled,
Hope For Our Time, which I recently gave to the largest church in Denver. (Please see the
enclosed reply card.) Working together as partners, you and I have a nation to teach and
encourage.
Thank you for co-laboring with us.

Marshall Foster

