
WITNESSINGADDITIONAL RESOURCES

COMMON WITNESSING 
MYTHS 
THE L IES THAT KEEP US FROM SHAR ING OUR FA I TH

How do you feel about sharing the gospel 
face to face with your peers? Are you 

afraid? If you are, that’s a very normal re-
action. Most people feel nervous, anxious, 
and fearful when they begin witnessing. 
However, at the core of those emotions are 
often lies that we believe. The devil does 
not want us sharing the gospel with oth-
ers. So he will try to stop us from sharing the 
Good News at any cost, even by lying to 
us about witnessing to keep us paralyzed in 

fear. Ultimately, those deep-rooted lies hin-
der us from stepping out in boldness and ur-
gency to share Christ with those around us. 

It’s time we start believing truth so 
that we no longer live in fear of these myths 
that have become engrained in our culture 
and lives. This training will reveal some com-
mon lies and myths that you and your club 
members may believe, and it will show you 
the real truth about witnessing for Christ.  

Myth one 
THEY ’VE PROBABLY HEARD THE GOSPEL ALREADY .
Truth: Some people may have heard bits and pieces about the gospel and some have 
been introduced to it, but most cannot clearly explain it. Let’s not gamble someone’s 
eternal destiny on the assumption that they already know everything when they may not.

Truth: Most people encounter the gospel several times before making a decision to receive 
Christ. You have the opportunity to bring them one step closer to salvation.  

"for here the saying holds true, one sows and 
another reaps. i sent you to reap that for which 
you did not labor. others have labored, and you 
have entered into their labor" (john 4:37-38).
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Myth two 
PEOPLE DON’T WANT TO TALK ABOUT GOD .

Truth: God has made us so that we are restless until we find rest in Him.1 Nothing else that 
the world offers satisfies (Isa. 55:1-6). Why do we so often assume people do not want to 
hear about the only source of living water, about the most compelling man of all of human 
history? Statistics show that eight out of ten people will come to church if they are simply 
asked.2 

This means that people are open to God and Christianity—they just need to be invited!

Truth: People have questions and often don’t know who to talk to about them. Most peo-
ple are respectful and open to having a conversation about God if they are given the 
opportunity.

Myth three 
TH IS PERSON WILL NEVER GET SAVED .

Truth: Think of all the people in the Bible who would never have been saved if they had 
been written off like this: the city of Nineveh, Nebuchadnezzar, a demon possessed man 
(Mark 5:1-20), a woman who had sinned greatly (Luke 7:36-50), the Apostle Paul who per-
secuted Christians. No one is beyond God’s power and reach. 

“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost” (1 Tim. 1:15).

Truth: Remember we cannot save people—that is God’s job, but we can be used by God 
to share in His work for the Kingdom!  

Myth four 
I  M IGHT NOT KNOW THE ANSWERS TO THE IR QUEST IONS .

Truth: If you don’t know the answer to a question, it’s OK! In fact, your willingness to say 
“I don’t know” demonstrates humility and may help defeat stereotypes they have about 
Christians. Just tell them you’ll research the question and get back to them. Meanwhile, 
use your fear in this area to push you to learn more and really know how to articulate what 
you believe. 

1Saint Augustine of Hippo. Confessions. Book I. trans. Edward Pusey. Web. 4 Sept 2013. <www.sacredtexts.com/chr/augconf/aug01.htm>. 

2Thom Rainer. The Unchurched Next Door, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003).
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“Always [be] prepared to make a defense to anyone who ask you for a reason for the 
hope that is in you” (1 Pet. 3:15). 

Truth: Just because you don’t know everything, doesn’t mean you don’t know anything. 
For conversations with most non-believers, you probably know more than you think.

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were un-
educated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been 
with Jesus” (Acts 4:13).

“Do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say 
will be given to you in that hour. For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father 
speaking through you” (Matt. 10:19-20).

Myth five
I  DON ’T KNOW HOW TO BR ING UP THE SUBJECT OF JESUS .
Truth: Sharing Jesus is really quite simple. Jesus is someone we love, so tell people about 
Him like you would about your family, friend, boyfriend or girlfriend. Talk about Him so oth-
ers will want to get to know Him. To start a conversation, talk about your church, something 
you read in Scripture, something God is showing you, etc.  

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were un-
educated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been 
with Jesus” (Acts 4:13).

Myth six
WITNESS ING IS IMPERSONAL AND PEOPLE WILL BE OFFENDED .
Truth: Witnessing is simply having a personal conversation with someone because you care 
about them. Whether you know them or not, because of Christ, you love them and have 
compassion for them. Witnessing is only impersonal if you make it impersonal. 

Truth: When you are filled with the Holy Spirit and are motivated by a heartfelt love for the 
souls of men and women, the people you share with will know you care about them. If you 
ask the Lord to help you boldly and graciously speak the truth in love, He will answer your 
prayer.
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Despite our best efforts to share graciously, some people will always be offended by the 
message of the gospel. Let’s ask God to help us so that if people are offended, it will only 
be because of the message and not the messenger. Then let’s trust Him and leave the 
results to Him.

Application

1 After reading about the myths above, which myths 
have you believed? 

2 Which truths will you remember to help counter myths that have kept you from talking 
about Christ?

3 Ask the Lord to give you a spirit “of power and love” (2 Tim. 1:7) and to “take every 
thought captive to obey Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5).



“I grew up in a non-Christian home with my
only church contact being occasional 

attendance at a liberal Episcopal congre-
gation. The issue that haunted me most 
even as a child was that there appeared 
to be no ultimate meaning to life. Although 
Christianity was intriguing, there were 
significant intellectual roadblocks I wrestled 
with even as a student in high school. 

From my perspective, Christian faith 
did not square with what we knew 
about the real history of the Bible and 
certainly not with Darwinism.

Some of the intellectual roadblocks were 
softened, however, when I saw a compel-
ling Christian life lived in front of me five 
days a week in high school chemistry class. 
This teacher reflected the love and grace 

C R A I G

of Christ and, most attractive to me, ap-
peared to approach life with a purpose and 

meaning to which I did not have access.

Because of the softening effect of this 
teacher, when I heard the gospel preached 
at a local church, I responded to the clear 
urging of the Holy Spirit and went forward 
at an altar call. Soon thereafter, with the 
guidance of some knowledgeable Chris-
tians, the factual issues that held me back 
were answered and my mind and heart 
were satisfied with the truth of the gospel.

I have recently celebrated my 
thirtieth year in the faith and look forward to 
continued growth in Christ for many more.”

 Craig Hazen considered himself a 

stanch atheist before coming to Christ, 

showing us that God can reach anyone. 
Since then, Craig Hazen has trained tens of 
thousands of believers to defend their faith.

Hear it from

H A Z E N
CRAIG HAZEN IS THE fouNdER ANd dIRECToR of THE M.A. PRoGRAM IN CHRISTIAN APoLoGETICS, 
THE DIRECTOR OF THE M.A. PROGRAM IN SCIENCE AND RELIGION, AND A PROFESSOR OF 
COMPARATIvE RELIGION AND APOLOGETICS AT BIOLA UNIvERSITY
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INITIATIVE WITNESSING 

IS BIBLICAL 
Initiative witnessing is taking the initiative 

to share Christ with people you have not 
met. Like all evangelism, it is motivated by 
a deep love for Christ and the sinners He 
came to save. It is a way to share Christ 
that takes intentional effort to meet people 
and share Christ with them, whether in large 
group settings or in one-on-one conversa-

tions, in order that they may know God’s 
forgiveness and not perish without Him. 

Believers throughout the ages 
have taken the initiative to share Christ 
with people they had never met. Listen 
to three incredible men describe what 
drove them to go outside of their com-
fort zone to reach people for Christ. 

c.t. studd C.T. Studd was a Cambridge-educated athlete who left
fame and wealth in England to give his life in missions to
China, India and Africa. He famously said,

“Some want to live within the sound of church or chapel 

bell; I want to run a rescue shop within a yard of hell.”1 

william booth William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, frequently
preached outdoors to reach as many people as possible 
with the gospel of Christ. Many people criticized him for his 
methods of preaching. His reply was,

“No sort of defense is needed for preaching outdoors, but 

it would take a very strong argument to prove that a man 

who has never preached beyond the walls of his meeting-

house has done his duty. A defense is required for services 

within buildings  rather than for worship outside of them.”2

John wesley John Wesley shared that his love for men’s souls caused
him to preach in ways that were out of his comfort zone. 
He said,

“It is no marvel that the devil does not love field preaching! 
Neither do I; I love a [comfortable] room, a soft cushion, a 

handsome pulpit. But where is my zeal if I do not trample 

all these underfoot in order to save one more soul?”3

1C.T. Studd - Christian Quotations - Echoes from Glory." Wholesome Words Christian Website. N.p., n.d. Web. 30 Aug. 2013. <http://www.
wholesomewords.org/echoes/s>.
2"Quotes About William Booth, Sermon Illustration Quotes on William Booth, SermonCentral.com. "SermonCentral.com - Free Sermons, 
Illustrations, Videos, and PowerPoints for Preaching. Outreach Inc., n.d. Web. 30 Aug. 2013. <http://www.sermoncentral.com/illustrations/
quotes-about-william-booth.asp>.
3Preaching Christian Quotes, Page 3."Christian Quotes. N.p., n.d. Web. 30 Aug. 2013. <http://christian-quotes.ochristian.com/Preach-
ing-Quotes/page-3.shtml>.
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the ministry of Jesus
We want Jesus to be our example in everything, especially in our evangelism. Jesus not 
only came to earth to live a perfect life and die for our sins, He also had a God-given 
mission to preach while He was here on earth. Notice two aspects of Jesus’ ministry.

Believers throughout the ages have 
taken the initiative to share Christ with 
people they did not know because this is 
a method of evangelism that is rooted in 
examples and principles from Scripture. 

Many examples of initiative witnessing 
can be found in the Old Testament. Jonah is 
just one example of someone who took the 

1 Jesus was a travelling preacher  (Mark 1:14-15). 
Jesus went throughout the cities and villages of Israel preaching the gospel. He preached 
to thousands of people he had never met. Because Jesus was faithful to preach to 
them, these were able to hear the good news of salvation.

2 Jesus was a personal evangelist (John 4). 
Jesus took the initiative to personally reach people He had never met. A great example 
of this was His conversation with a Samaritan woman. Because this individual was both 
a woman and a Samaritan, Jesus never would have had a relationship with her. In fact, 
Jesus never saw this woman again in His life. Yet He was able to minister in a personal 
way even though He did not know her personally. And because of His faithfulness to do 
the will of God, this woman’s life was changed and everyone in her village came to 
Christ as well!

initiative to share the Word of God with peo-
ple outside his normal sphere of influence.  

Examples of initiative witnessing are 
also all throughout the New Testament. 
We see this in The Ministry of Jesus Christ, 
The Disciples’ Training, and The Apostles’ 
Ministry.



Copyright © 2021 National School Project

WITNESSINGADDITIONAL RESOURCES

the disciples’ training
Sharing Christ is one of the most overlooked aspects of discipleship today. Too often we 
think of discipleship only as growing in our relationship with Christ. That is one aspect of 
our discipleship. But Jesus’ discipleship program had two goals – growth in a relationship 
with Him and telling others about Him. Notice three aspects of Jesus’ discipleship program.

1 Initiative witnessing was part of their discipleship (Mark 6:7- 12; Luke 9:1-10, 10:1-17; 
Matt. 10:1-16). Part of Jesus’ plan of discipleship was to systematically send His disciples 
out to preach in the cities and villages of Israel. On at least two occasions, Jesus sent 
His disciples out on extended journeys to preach about Him. Their orders were to enter 
a town and immediately begin telling people they had never met the good news about 
the kingdom of God found in Jesus Christ. If you believe in biblical discipleship, you have 
to believe in initiative witnessing.

2 Initiative witnessing was part of their call (Mark 1:17; Matt. 4:19). 
“Come follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men” (Mark 1:17). The 
disciples were called to be fishers of men. This means they would have to take the 
initiative to go where people are, just like they did to fish. Fish don’t just hop in your 
bucket while you sit on shore. To get them, you have to take the initiative to go out 
where they are and pursue them. This is what we see the disciples doing as they were 
sent out to preach (see point above) and what we will see them do in the book of Acts 
(see next page).

3 Initiative witnessing was part of their name. 
“And he appointed twelve, whom he also named apostles, so that they might be with 
him and he might send them out to preach” (Mark 3:14). The disciples were called 
“apostles,” which means “ones who are sent.” Part of their name, part of their identity, 
part of their DNA was the mission Jesus gave them to preach the gospel. Being sent 
implies going beyond the area you live and the people you know. Being sent requires 
taking the initiative to preach the gospel to people you’ve never met.
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the apostles’ ministry
There is nothing more convicting or inspiring than studying the way the Holy Spirit worked 
through the apostles. Ordinary men like Peter became bold, faithful and fruitful workers for 
Christ. God honored their obedience and miraculously brought thousands to faith in Christ 
through their preaching of God’s word and through the power of the Holy Spirit. The train-
ing they received from Jesus in evangelism paid off. Notice the following three examples 
of initiative witnessing in the Apostles’ ministry.

1 The Apostles preached in public places to enormous crowds (Acts 2:1-5:40; 17:16-34). 
When the Apostles got busy obeying Jesus’ commands in the Great Commission, the 
first thing they did was publicly proclaim the name of Jesus. They preached to crowds 
big enough to hold Jews from “every nation under heaven” and for three thousand 
people to convert in one day (Acts 2:5, 41). This was not a method of evangelism that 
they made up, but was in direct obedience to a command from the Lord (5:20). They 
were so committed to sharing Christ through this method that they continued 
preaching daily in spite of rulers telling them not to (Acts 2:46, 5:40-42). 

2 The Apostles preached immediately after they entered a new city (Acts 13:5-14; 14:1; 
17:1-10). The Apostle Paul took the initiative to travel city to city to tell people about 
Jesus. He did not wait until he had established personal relationships. When he arrived in 
a new city, he immediately got busy preaching about Jesus. Paul’s methodology in a 
new city was to first go into the synagogue to preach to the Jews. Then, he began 
preaching publicly to as many people as possible. Throughout his time in a city, he also 
personally shared Christ with individuals he encountered along the way.

3 The Apostles preached to people they had never met and whom they would never see 
again (Acts 8:26-40). One day, the Holy Spirit took Philip to a divinely appointed 
witnessing encounter. A eunuch from Ethiopia, who likely served in the royal courts of his 
country, was sitting in his chariot reading Isaiah 53. Though Philip would never see him 
again, or even be able to follow up with him, the Holy Spirit sent him to explain to this 
man who Jesus was and how to be saved. Philip baptized him and was immediately 
taken away. On his way back home, he preached in every village along the way.
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God was doing an amazing work in the world. He is still doing this work today. When we 

take the initiative to share Christ, we enter that work and we too can see people we are 

meeting for the first time place their faith and trust in Christ.

What is stopping you from 
answering the call and witnessing 
just as believers have for 
thousands of years?

Ask Yourself...

The people we just encountered in the Bible shared Christ the way they did because they 
were driven by biblical principles. Consider the following statements which helped to 
establish the authority of believers.

1 The Apostles knew that Jesus Christ had given them the right to be heard.
Jesus had been given all authority and the Apostles carried His authority with them 
when they obeyed His commission. They were Jesus’ ambassadors. They knew that they 
had the right to be heard by the tens of thousands of people in the temple courtyard, 
by pagans in their worship places and marketplaces, by fellow Jews in synagogues 
throughout the world, and even by the ruler of the Roman Empire. This was not a right 
they earned but a right that was given by the one who earned it for them. Regardless
of  the opinion or response of the authorities and citizens, the Apostles ministered as 
people who knew the One who gave His life for the sins of the world, He who entrusted 
them with the right to be heard by people throughout the whole world. 

2. The Apostles knew that their mandate was to tell people the Word of God.
The Apostles were like the prophets of old who constantly proclaimed, “Thus says the 
LORD.” Because God wanted to speak through them, they got busy speaking. They 
spoke God’s Word in new towns and cities from day one. They told people that 
“God...commands all people everywhere to repent” (Acts 17:30). God was giving that 
command to people through the Apostles’ ministry, initiative witnessing. 

3. The Apostles knew that they could fruitfully share Christ with people everywhere 
because God was already working in people’s hearts.
As they preached and witnessed for Christ, the Apostles expected people to turn to 
Christ. They were prepared for people to turn their hearts to the Lord because the Holy 
Spirit was at work. Even if they were meeting people for the first time, they knew that 
God had met these people long before. Look at the following passages for examples of 
the Apostles seeing people turn to Jesus on their first interactions: Acts 10:47; 16:13, 15, 
31-34.

biblical principles

Remember?
Look back to page 74 at “Who Should We 
Talk to About The Lord” to review what 
you’ve already learned about witnessing.
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THE VALUE OF
A GOSPEL BOOKLET 
W

hen you are sharing your faith with 

someone, do you ever wish you could 

share the gospel with more clarity?  Does 

the conversation ever wander off track?  

Do you ever forget what you wanted to 

say?  Are you afraid that you won’t be able 

to remember key verses within the gospel 

message?  Gospel booklets were creat-

ed to address each of those tendencies.  

Think of gospel booklets as notes for your 
conversation. Gospel booklets will pro-

vide depth to your conversation, help 

you stay on track, and guide you to-

ward providing the person with an op-

portunity to accept Christ into his/her life!  

why Nsp uses gospel booklets
1 They help you walk through the gospel message in a few minutes.

2 They help you clearly share the gospel point by point.

3 They contain key verses from Scripture.

4 They naturally lead into asking the person to make the decision to receive Christ. 

5
They let you leave the gospel message with them, so they can refer to your conversation 

again after you leave.

6
They are great teaching tools for you when you are teaching someone else how to 

share the basic gospel message with someone. 
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aDDressing a misconception
There is a misconception that using a booklet in a conversation is impersonal.  

But it’s not.  It is only impersonal if you are impersonal.  It does not take the place of the 

conversation you will have with someone.  It should only enhance your conversation by 

adding pictures, verses, and diagrams for you to show them.  

key component to using a 
gospel booklet
Know the booklet like the back of your hand! Have it not only in your head, but also in 

your heart so that you won’t need to read it word for word when you’re talking to some-

one. You want your conversation to be natural and personal.  

1Would You Like To Know God Personally? ©2009 The Bright Media Foundation (BMF) and Campus Crusade Christ International (CCCI). 

All rights reserved. A version of Have You Heard of the Four Spiritual Laws?  written by Bill Bright, ©1965-2009  BMF and CCCI.  Available for 

purchase at www.cru.org. Used with permission.

2Satisfied? ©2007 The Bright Media Foundation (BMF) and Campus Crusade for Christ International (CCCI). Formerly Copyright 2001-2007 
Campus Crusade for Christ, Inc. Adapted from Have You Made the Wonderful Discovery of the Spirit-filled Life? written by Bill Bright, © 1966. 
Available for purchase at www.cru.org. Used with permission.
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I
n January Ben and Kellee, NSP college 

students, met Jose, a Fremont High School 

student, when they were sharing about 

Jesus with students after school. Jose was 

very interested in the gospel but not yet 

ready to make a decision for Christ. After a 

long conversation, Ben and Kellee left Jose 

a gospel booklet and Kellee gave him her 

own Bible. That night Jose went home and 
accepted Christ based on the conversation 
he had with Ben and Kellee.

That summer Ben was back at Fre-

mont sharing the gospel with students after 

school and he ran into Jose again. Not rec-

ognizing him, Ben asked if he had ever seen 

the gospel booklet before. Jose said, “Yes, 

you showed it to me in January.” Thrilled to 

meet Jose again, Ben asked how he was. 

Jose shared about his new faith and ex-

plained that his faith in Christ helped him 

through the hardest part of his life when his 

mother had a heart attack. 

When Ben asked him how his life had 
changed, Jose said he was reading 
his Bible every day and that “now my 
life has meaning.”

Even though Ben and Kellee didn’t have 

the opportunity to follow up with Jose after 

their first conversation, the gospel booklet 
and the Bible they gave him pointed him to 

Christ and helped him grow in his faith.

Jose : A Changed L ife

Believe it can happen



“A
s the Lord began to remove the scales

from my eyes to see His world through 

His eyes, two little gospel booklets—How To 
Know God Personally and Satisfied?—were 

crucial to the beginning of my journey as 

His son.

My spiritual father at the University of 

California introduced me to the first book-

let after many months of wandering in my 

own spiritual journey. The booklets used 

Scripture and rooted truth I had already felt 

building inside of me. As my heart had been 
numbed for some time, the examples inside 
the booklet gave me visuals which aided 
in Him defibrillating my heart. I will never 

forget the example of the airplane listed 

in the Satisfied? booklet. When we fly we 

A N T H O N Y
trust that the plane will take us to our desti-

nation; control is out of our hands. We can 

only control how much we enjoy the ride. 

Thank you, Holy Spirit, for being the best ride!

The Satisfied? booklet taught me a 

lot about the idols I had formed in my life: 

my sport, gaining the approval of others 

through performance, food, power, etc. 

and it showed me how to ‘lay ‘em down’ 

and, step by step, live and walk in His free-

dom and my best. I love these booklets, 

and I love what Jesus does through them. 

I pray over every booklet handed out. May 
they help all of us remember that seeds are 
planted, we just need some Living Water 
and Light to experience the freedom and 
the thrill of our growth.”

Hear it from

M A C H I
HOW GOSPEL BOOKLETS HAVE 
IMPACTED MY LIFE
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1 We believe that evangelism is a primary purpose of the Church and that all 

Christians are called to be Christ’s witnesses (Isa. 43:10; Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8).  
	 Our	evangelism	is	motivated	by	God	Himself,	who	was	the	first	evangelist	and	has		

been seeking and saving lost people since the Fall (Gen. 3). It is also motivated by 
	 a	deep	desire	for	God	to	be	glorified	in	the	lives	of	people	He	desires	to	turn	from		

worshipping idols to worshipping the one true God. We are further motivated to  
value evangelism as we share God’s love for the lost (2 Pet. 3:9; Matt. 9:36, 23:37).  
Finally, we share the gospel in obedience to Christ’s commands (Matt. 28:18-20;  
John 4:35).

2 We believe the gospel is the message that God, the holy creator and ruler of the  
	 world,	sent	His	only	Son	to	live	a	perfectly	righteous	life,	die	as	an	atoning	sacrifice	

for our sins and rise from the dead, so that sinful men and women who repent of  
their sins and trust in Christ as their Savior and Lord, though deserving death and  
hell, can be forgiven, have peace with God and live eternally as children of God  
(John 11:25-26, 12:44-50; Luke 9:21-22; Mark 10:32-34; Matt. 28:5-10).

3 We believe the gospel’s main demand on unbelievers is to repent of their sins and 

trust Jesus for forgiveness of sins and newness of life (Isa. 30:15; Jer. 15:19; Ezek.  
18:32; Mark 6:12; Luke 13:3; John 1:12, 20:31; Acts 3:19; 16:31). We keep this the  
focus in our evangelism as well. While Christians living in light of the gospel should  
impact every area of society, we believe that the focus in evangelism should be  
on the need for faith in Christ, turning from sin and turning one’s life over to Christ  
(i.e., repentance).

4 We believe that everyone’s deepest, most basic need is forgiveness of sins and 

a restored relationship with God. We believe that God has put NSP in a position to 
help meet this need in high schools across California and around the country. As a 
ministry organized for the purpose of sharing the life-changing message of Jesus  
Christ in public high schools, we single-mindedly focus our time and energy on 
fulf i lli 	ng this	mission	to	which	God	has	called	us	(Matt.	6:33).

ON EVANGELISM

National School Project’s  position on
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5 We believe that sharing the gospel necessarily involves using words. The Bible 
teaches that people must believe in order to be saved, but before they can 
believe, they must hear, and before they can hear, someone must tell them (Rom. 
10:14-17). Living a godly life is essential for all believers and can serve as a validation 
for	our	message.	Yet	it	 is	not	sufficient	for	one’s	lifestyle	alone	to	be	one’s	evange-
lism, and living out the gospel must not be confused with sharing the message itself.

6 We believe that relational contexts are rich platforms for sharing the gospel. If we 
are to truly love our friends and neighbors, then we must tell them about their 
need  for Christ. Much of the evangelism that happens in NSP occurs in a relational 
context. The high school student leaders we train have extensive networks of 
friends for whom they have modeled godly Christian lives. We equip these student 
leaders to share the gospel with the friends God has already placed in their lives.

7 We believe that having a relational context is not necessary in order to meaningfully 

share the gospel with another person. In fact, much of the evangelism we see in 
the Bible took place through the initiative of a believer outside of a relational 
context. We see this in the Old Testament (Jon. 1:1-2), in Christ’s example (John 4; 
John  8; Mark 1:14-15), in Christ’s training of His disciples (Mark 6:7-12; Luke 9:1-10, 
10:1-17; Matt. 10:1-16) and in the Apostles’ ministry after Christ’s ascension (Acts 
4:8-31; 6:5-10; 7:54-60; 8:26-38; 17:1-33).

8 We believe that we should have great confidence in sharing the gospel because 
of the power of Christ, the Spirit, and the Word. Christ has been given all authority 
(Matt. 28:18- 20), is actively drawing all men to Himself (John 12:32), and has given 
believers authority to preach the gospel. The Holy Spirit convicts people of their sin 
(John 16:8-11), draws them to faith in Christ (John 15:26-27), and empowers 
believers for fruitful proclamation about Christ (Acts 1:8, 10:38). The Word of God is 
alive, active (Heb. 4:12), and accomplishes God’s purposes in people’s lives (Isa. 

	 55:11).	Therefore,	our	hope	and	confidence	in	our	evangelism	is	not	in	our	method-
 ology, a relational context, or ourselves but in the power of Christ, the power of the 

Spirit, and the power of the Word.

9 We believe that we are being faithful to Christ when we take the initiative to share 

the gospel through the power of the Holy Spirit and leave the results to God. While 
our goal in evangelism is to help people become lifelong followers and 
worshippers of Christ, we also recognize that the fruit of our efforts is outside of our 
control and in God’s hands (Matt. 10:19-20; Eph. 6:18-19).

10 We believe the local church is the primary context God has established for helping

 believers grow. We believe it is vital that students who hear about Christ at their 
schools connect with a local church where they will grow and be equipped for 
fruitful lives as disciples of Christ. We train student leaders to follow up with new 
believers in a way that helps them get established in a church. We also encourage 
Bible-teaching church leaders to come alongside student leaders in such a way 
that will help facilitate the transition for students from hearing about Christ on cam-

 pus to growing in Christ in a local church (1 Cor. 12:21-27).




