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the hike for high schools! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Supporting the 
california school project 

 
 



 
 
 
Thank you so much for your commitment to our 
mission! We’re honored to have you working alongside 
us to reach high schools for Christ. This packet contains 
all you’ll need to be well equipped for raising 
sponsorship for your hike.  
 
Don’t hesitate to reach out to Brian, our event 
coordinator, at any time at (661) 247-9612 or 
brian@californiaschoolproject.com  
 
We’re excited to see you on November 12th and to see 
high school students trained to share their faith because 
of your hard work! We’ll email you last minute details 
before the event, but all logistical info is available at 
hike.nationalschoolproject.com 
 
As you start this process, consider getting a team 
together. It’ll make the day more fun for all, and make 
even more ministry happen. Each member of a team 
will receive 10 extra raffle tickets.  
 
 
 



GETTING STARTED 
 

You’ve signed up, now what? We want to empower you to succeed and 
feel comfortable reaching out for sponsorship. This packet is full of advice and 
sample text you can use. The first step is to read through it 
thoroughly. We’ll check in with you from time to time, as well as send you a 
few emails with additional tips and stories of ministry. After you read through 
this packet, here’s what we suggest for your first steps: 
 

1. Personalize your fundraising page. You get the chance to connect with 
your supporters about why you’re passionate about this cause. 

2. Set your fundraising goal. The minimum for the event is $250, but 
consider setting a higher goal to motivate yourself and your supporters.  

3. Donate to yourself. It’s a great way to build momentum, show your 
commitment to the ministry, and invite others to donate alongside you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Raising sponsorship 
 

Finding sponsors involves sharing what you’re doing and inviting people to 
support you in it. You’ll just send around 50 emails or letters to family and 
friends, follow up with them, and trust God with the results.  
 

The minimum amount each participant should raise is $250. Raising money may 
seem daunting, but participants in similar events we’ve had in the past regularly 
raise well in excess of $1,000 just by sending letters and following them up 
with phone calls or an email or two. In fact, participants in similar events 
receive, on average, one donation every 4 or 5 emails they send out, and those 
donations average about $60. You should be able to raise money in no time, 
funds that will provide training for Christian high school students eager to share 
the gospel on their campuses.  
    
To find sponsors, follow this simple process: 
       
1. Brainstorm 50-75 individuals you know: 
              

• These could be family, friends, your church or small group members, 
people with a heart for high school students, co-workers, clients, 
customers, neighbors, etc.         

• Remember that people support people. If they can, your contacts will help 
you help high school students reach their campuses for Christ simply 
because YOU ASKED THEM, and not necessarily because they feel 
connected to the ministry. 

         
2. Reach out to your potential sponsors by email or letter 
     

• Sample text is provided in this packet, as is a link to our 2-minute 
explainer video. 

• Please send emails or mail letters as soon as possible; the longer you have 
to fundraise the more success you’ll have.  

        
4. Follow up with your contacts by email or phone 

 
• Remind them of the upcoming event and the opportunity to sponsor you.  
• Make sure they received your letter and personally ask them to give. 



• This step is key! Things l ike this get put on the back burner, 
and many people will give if they’re only reminded.  

         
4. Spread the word on social media 
 

• This is a great way to reach people you might not be speaking to 
personally, and it’s an even better way to remind those you are asking 
personally to donate. 

• You can use the share buttons right on your personal page to spread the 
word on Facebook and Twitter. 

• Another great way is to share posts from the CSP Facebook page, 
including a link to your fundraising page as you do. That will help your 
supporters get a feel for the ministry they’re making happen.  

• Posting about the hike several times, especially in the few weeks leading 
up to the event, will help make sure everyone has a chance to consider 
donating. 

• Create blog posts! You can do so right on your fundraising page. Update 
your supporters on your progress, why you’re passionate about hiking, 
and then share those posts on other social media! 

 
5. Collect donations 

 
Online: 
• Include in your email or letter the link to donate to you online. You 

picked the custom URL when you registered.  
      

Check:            
• Include your personal address in your letter and ask your contacts to 

send checks to you (made out to California School Project)     
• Collect checks personally and bring them with you the day of the event. 
• Either way, ask if they’d allow you to pass along their email to us so we 

can follow up and thank them for their gift.     
          

Cash:  
• Ask them to fill out the cash donation form at the end of the packet so 

that they can receive a receipt for their tax-deductible gift.  
 



Sample email 
 
Hey NAME, 
 
I hope things have been going well for you since we last spoke. I wanted to 
share with you about something I’m participating in this fall: the California 
School Project’s Hike for High Schools. 
 
CSP coaches high school students to reach their campuses with the gospel. 
What God has done so far is incredible. Over 115,000 students have heard the 
gospel through outreach events, right at schools during the school day. Over 
4,500 students have said they want to follow Christ as a result.  
 
On November 12th, I’ll be joining others committed to this mission on a hike, 
overlooking the L.A. basin and the thousands of lost students who live there.   
 
Will you please consider sponsoring me as I do so? My goal is to raise at least 
AMOUNT, money that will provide training for the students boldly reaching 
their schools. 
 
To make your tax-deductible donation, simply go to “YOUR CUSTOM URL”. 
Or, you can make a check out to “California School Project” and mail it to me 
at my home at […]. 
 
Thank you for helping me reach students for Christ! 
 
-Your name 
 

 
P.S. Here’s a link to the 2 minute CSP explainer video or our blog to help you 
get a feel for what the ministry is all about: vimeo.com/65108390 and 
blog.californiaschoolproject.com 

 
 
 
 

 



following up 

 
Follow up might just be the most important step in this process 
 
This doesn’t need to be complicated, feel free to follow up with an email, just 
by replying to the email you sent and saying something like  
 
“I wanted to follow up with you about this and to see if it might be something 

you’re interested in partnering with me in.” 
 
If you’d like, a phone call can yield even better results. Here’s a sample script 
for how a call could go.    
      
       
Hi (Name), 
 
It’s (your name), how are you doing? How are Sarah and the kids doing? 
       
I wanted to call about the Hike for High Schools I’m participating in.  
 
On November 12th, I will be hiking for a ministry called the California School 
Project. They train Christian university students to coach and mentor Christian 
high school students how to reach their campuses for Christ! They’re doing 
great work, and I’ve signed up to help them keep reaching lost students with 
the gospel.  
       
I sent you a letter because I think it would be great to have you as one of my 
sponsors for this event to further that ministry! My personal goal is to raise 
AMOUNT. Do you think you can help? 
   
 
    
 
 
 
 



Possible Closes:            
  

• Great! Thanks so much, (name)! I’ll send you the link to donate online. 
              

• Great! Thanks so much, (name)! Just mail me a check made out to the 
California School Project and I’ll turn it in the day of the event.   
              

• Great! Thanks for considering this. I will call you back next week to find 
out what you’ve decided. 

   
• I completely understand. Thanks anyway, I’ll see you next Sunday!  

 
Note: If someone asks for time to think about it, ask to call them back yourself 
after a set amount of time. You’ll be more focused on this than they will be, 
and otherwise you may not receive a response.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
PRIZES 

 
Your partnership drives this mission forward, and we want to thank you for 
your hard work. Here’s a list of some of the tokens of our appreciation you’ll 
receive as your total rises: 
 
$250 (minimum goal) - Hike for High Schools T-shirt 
 
$350 - 10 raffle tickets and your choice: a CSP mug, 6-pack cooler or T-shirt 
 
$500 - 10 additional raffle tickets and your choice: a CSP mug, 6-pack cooler or 
T-shirt 
 
$750 - 10 additional raffle tickets and your choice: a CSP mug, 6-pack cooler or 
T-shirt 
 
$1,000 – Special recognition at the event, and afterwards our California 
Director will take you to lunch.  
 
Each member of a team will receive 10 additional raffle tickets.  
 
 

Raffle Prizes Include 
 

2 tickets to Disneyland 
LSTN headphones 

Gift certificates to local restaurants 
Much more! 

 
 

 
 
 

 



resources 
 

CSP Explainer Video: vimeo.com/65108390 
 
NSP Vimeo:	  vimeo.com/nationalschoolproject/videos 
 
CSP Website: NationalSchoolProject.com/csp 
 
CSP Facebook: facebook.com/californiaschoolproject 
 
CSP Blog: blog.californiaschoolproject.com 
 
Hike for High Schools Website: hike.NationalSchoolProject.com 
 
CSP Contact: Brian Ritzi  

Cell: (661) 247-9612  
Email: brian@californiaschoolproject.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 cash donation sheet 
 

Name________________________________________________________  

Street Address________________________________________________ 

PO Box_____________ City ___________________ State ________  

ZIP ________________ Cash Amount:____________________________ 

Phone (_____) _______________ 

 
 

Name________________________________________________________  

Street Address________________________________________________ 

PO Box_____________ City ___________________ State ________  

ZIP ________________ Cash Amount:____________________________ 

Phone (_____) _______________ 

 

Name________________________________________________________  

Street Address________________________________________________ 

PO Box_____________ City ___________________ State ________  

ZIP ________________ Cash Amount:____________________________ 

Phone (_____) _______________ 


