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A New & Exciting Year
Since our culture is pretty tied in with the school
calendar, September is a perfect time of the year for new
ventures and rekindled routines. September signals a time
for change. Vacations are over and worship attendance is
back to normal. College students are back on campus and
in our pews. Small groups kick off again. And it’s always a
good time to begin new ministries.
So, I’m really excited about a new year of ministry at
our church. I’m ecstatic that Godly Play is back—that our
kids get a second go-around with these incredible stories
of scripture and get to continue to learn how to worship.
I’m thrilled that Youth Sunday School will be ramping up
again this week—now with Gary at the helm. It’s great to
have some of our normal programs kick back into gear.
And I’m so glad that some of our long-running groups
like our Adult Sunday School and Tuesday Morning Bible
Study continue to offer incredible ministry to folks in our
church.
I’m also excited that we have a fantastic slate of small
groups beginning this week. It’s so great that we are
offering a Men’s Bible Study on Tuesday nights—thanks
to the leadership of Ken Mottram and Ed Schmidt. It’s
incredible that Elizabeth Wickland will be leading a group
of people through conversation and prayer around the
lectionary’s passages and prayers. It’s phenomenal that
we have two great Sunday evening small groups—led by
the Peterson and Bowker families, respectively.

But, most of all, I’m really excited for a few brand-new
ministries we are launching at our church. For the first
time in a long while, our church will be offering Children’s
Sunday School! Thanks to the leadership of Eva Wendell,
Bobbi Miller, and Mandy Bowker, we will once-again be
helping to guide our kids in Christian education—helping
them grow and mature as followers of Jesus. I’m also
thrilled that our church will be once-again offering a
College-Age Ministry for young people. There are suddenly
a lot of them…and I’m really excited to start eating and
meeting with them weekly here in September.
So, the point is: JUMP IN AND PARTICIPATE! There
are tons of ways for you to get involved—to grow in
relationship with God and one another—so don’t miss
out!
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Jason
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The Times They Are
A-Changin’

for them, to hold them accountable when necessary,
and to support them when needed. Most of all, to love
them and serve them, one and all.
It’s difficult to know how to sum up eleven years at
The Rock. I feel a like the elderly Amish gentleman
who was asked by a journalist if he was a Christian.
After thinking about it for a moment he replied, “I’m
not sure. Ask my neighbors.” I think I’ll leave it at that.
Ask our neighbors.
And again, thank you. Thank you. Thank you. And
profuse apologies to Bob Dylan.

- Gary Cook

For the past eleven years,
every August has meant it
was time for Tammy and me
to prepare The Rock for the
new school year. But not this
year. For a number of reasons,
Tammy and I have decided not
to return to The Rock this fall.
As we take our leave, we want
to thank everyone—students,
families, BHS faculty and staff, donors, volunteers,
churches, pastors, youth pastors, Young Life leaders,
co-workers—all who have made our time at The Rock
rewarding and fulfilling.
Sure, there have been difficult and challenging times,
from the initial vision until this very hour. But to walk
with students through joy and sorrow, laughter and
tears, birth and death, marriage and divorce, good
days and trying days—in short, to become members of
this community—has been an honor and a privilege.
Or, to use the biblical term, we’ve been blessed to
share our lives with each of you and to have you so
generously share your lives with us. We are humbled
by your faithfulness to us, by the trust you placed in us
over the years, and we hope we have honored you all.
When we began our work, first on the board and then
on the staff, The Rock was a ministry of First Baptist
Church funded by The Gilhousen Family Foundation.
So special thanks go to the church and the Gilhousens
for their vision and commitment (which, by the way,
are on-going). To give you an idea of how long that’s
been, we started when Lynn Baker-Dooley was still
pastor at First Baptist. Since then First Baptist has had
four interim pastors and three senior pastors. Now,
as it moves into its second decade of ministry, The
Rock Youth Center is an independent nonprofit, so we
wish the new board and staff all the blessings we have
experienced through the first decade.
By loving all and serving all we have tried our best
to model Christian community, the essence of which
we believe is right relationship with God and others,
as obedience to the two greatest commandments
requires: love God, love neighbors. So, along with our
co-workers over the years—Bob and Renee Sabo,
Becca Syme, Scot McKoutz, Chris Dooley, Emily Chant,
Alison Curry, Jason Bowker, John Kawlaski, Katrina
Fife, and Jessica Millimen—we have endeavored to
stand by students, to stand with them, to stand up

ABW Ministries
- Pat Newby
Wed. Sept 12 1:30
First
American Baptist Women’s
Ministries meeting of our new
year. Planning session. What is
important to you? What is your
passion? What would you like to see us do, continue,
start anew?
Our women are hosting a Fall Retreat for Big Sky
Area ABW Ministries November 9-10.

Family Camp!
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Leadership Team Meeting Report
- Robin Moore, Secretary

The
Leadership
Team
reviewed the First Baptist
Church (FBC) financial report
for July at our meeting on August
2. The Non-Designated General
Fund balance was $89,922
as of 7/31/18. The Pledge &
Plate giving for July was $5,924.
July expenses (General Fund + Escrow Fund
contribution) were $4,566 (No Sr. Pastor). The
July Pledge & Plate giving covered these monthly
expenses. The July expenses including the Sr. Pastor
were $12,431.
The current American Baptist Churches (ABC)
special offering is the World Mission Offering which
will be collected through September. Informational
material and donation envelopes are on the back
table in the sanctuary.
Congratulations to Agnes and Chris Miller who
were married in the church on 8/22. It was such
a privilege and pleasure to share in the celebration
of this special occasion at their reception at the
church on 8/24. May the Lord continue to bless
their marriage and the new home they will create.
After a summer break, FBC will be hosting Family
Promise again the week of 9/30-10/7. Please see
Grace Holiday if you are interested in helping with
this worthwhile ministry to homeless families.
The various ministry teams have been meeting
throughout August to make preparations for
fall programs and activities. The Discipleship
Ministry Team is planning for fall programs for all
ages, including a new Sunday school class for the
elementary-age children. The Community Ministry
Team meets regularly to discuss and plan upcoming
activities such as the summer picnics and to review
the effectiveness of these activities.
The Leadership Team also took time at our
meeting to discuss and review the effectiveness of
our summer picnics. The picnics were very effective
at bringing our church together and allowed the
public to see a vibrant and active church community
when we met in parks or on the church lawn.
Part of our goal was to reach out to the Bozeman
community and, with that in mind, perhaps we can
make a better effort to engage outside people when
we have picnics on the church lawn. However, these

picnics provide excellent opportunities to invite
our friends which is often a highly effective way of
introducing new people to the church.
Family Camp at Templed Hills is scheduled for the
Labor Day weekend, 8/31-9/3. FBC is in charge of
planning the camp again this year, and Pastor Jason
and others have been busy organizing the weekend
activities. Gary Cook will be the featured speaker
this year, so participants are sure to have interesting
and worthwhile discussions.
Pastor Jason finished up his sermon series on
Colossians on Sunday, 8/26. He will be starting a
new 12-week series in September on the minor
prophets which will take us up to the Advent season.
The Mission Northwest regional Leadership TuneUp will be held in Post Falls, Idaho, on 9/23-9/25. At
his time, Pastor Jason, Gary Cook, and Austin Beard
plan to attend.
Linnea Skoog, our Administrative Assistant for the
past year or so, begins her student teaching this fall
and will no longer be available to work in the office.
Beginning the last week of August, Mandy Bowker
will be serving as our new Administrative Assistant
with office hours on Monday and Friday mornings
from 9-12.
On September 1, 2018, Pastor Jason will have
served as FBC’s Senior Pastor for three years. The
Leadership Team conducted a three-year review
of Pastor Jason’s job performance based on his job
description and identified no areas of concern. In
fact, the Leadership Team was more than pleased
with Pastor Jason’s job performance over these past
three years and looks forward to his continuing
ministry with FBC.
Remember to keep Pastor Jason and his family,
the church, and The Rock Youth Center in your daily
prayers. Pray that the Lord will help to meet our needs
and that we will be a faithful church in all that we do.
Praise God for His many blessings, which include the
new friends who have joined us on mission and who
willingly share their diverse gifts with the church
and community. Also pray for your Leadership
Team as they seek God’s wisdom and guidance for
FBC. If you have any questions or comments, please
feel free to speak with Pastor Jason or members of
the Leadership Team. Leadership Team members
are: Gary Cook, Grace Holiday, Austin Beard, Robin
Moore, Carl Fahlstrom, and Bobbi Miller.

3

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH BOZEMAN

SEPTEMBER 2018

4

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH BOZEMAN

SEPTEMBER 2018

Children’s Ministry Mission
- Mandy Bowker
- Pastor Jason

Fall Kickoff for Godly Play
and Kids Sunday School begins
on September 9th and we are
so blessed to have a growing
children’s ministry. Godly Play
will continue during the worship service at 10:30am
for children ages 4-10 (older kids may come if they
wish). Our Montessori based children’s church begins
with the stories of Creation, Noah’s Ark, and Abram.
We need snacks for this ministry! If you would like
to donate crackers, pretzels, cheese sticks, popcorn,
etc., that would be great. Or if you would like to
make a monetary donation, please do so by writing
“Godly Play” in the memo line. Besides snacks, we are
always looking for new, good quality art supplies, like
markers, paints, and play dough.
September 9th will mark the start of our kids
Sunday school program at 9:15am for children ages
4-12. Eva Wendall will be leading that program until
the end of October and I know she would love some
help with music, crafts, skits, etc. Please talk with her if
you are interested in helping this important ministry.
Kids will meet in the Fellowship Hall for music, Bible
stories, and various activities. Beginning Sunday,
November 4th, the children will begin practice for
our annual Christmas program happening on Sunday,
December 16th.
We are so blessed to have two great nursery workers,
Ali Fetveit and Tiffany Miller. Nursery is available for
children 3 and under during Sunday school at 9:15am
as well as during the worship service at 10:30am.
Continue to pray for our children as they learn the
beautiful stories of Jesus and encounter a God who
loves them deeply. Pray that God would raise up
leaders with a passion for sharing the good news
with these young, eager hearts. What an honor it is
to be part of molding a young life in the way of Jesus!

Moment

There’s a bit of an interesting convergence happening
at our church right now. First, over the next 12 weeks,
I’m going to be preaching through the Minor Prophets
of the Old Testament. We’ll be exploring the main
stories, themes, verses, and lessons from each of these
ancient books—and trying to learn and grow together
as followers of Christ.
But simultaneously, it feels like our church is at a
crossroads when it comes to our missional involvement
in our community. For over a decade our church has
hung our ‘missional hat’ on our involvement with
The Rock—and you all have done some AMAZING
ministry there! And, to be clear, some of us are still
involved there and the ministry of The Rock continues
to make a difference in the lives of teenagers. But your
Leadership Team and I are all sensing that God may
be on the move, preparing us for the next chapter of
mission in the life of our church—that, perhaps, God
might have a new, exciting adventure waiting for us in
our next season of ministry.
It seems like this convergence may be providential.
What better to be studying and praying through at this
time than the prophets—at a time when we are longing
to hear the prophetic voice of God speak boldly and
clearly to us as a church.
So, we as a Leadership Team, and I, as your pastor,
are inviting you into a 12-week journey of reading and
praying the Prophets with us. We have put together
a reading guide that will be available in hard copy in
the sanctuary or on our website under the “Connect”
heading. Each week you will be guided to read the
book that will be preached on the following Sunday.
Use this weekly rhythm to prepare yourself for the
coming sermon and to refresh your memory about
these oft-neglected books (or maybe read them for the
first time).
But also, read these prophetic books prayerfully—
asking God to speak anew for our congregation, our
community, and our generation. Pray that God would
give you insight about what we are supposed to do as
a congregation moving forward—how to love, how to
serve, and who to love and serve. And if that insight
comes, please share it with me and our Leadership
Team. Here’s to a wonderfully enlightening 12-week
journey!

Blessings!
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9:15 - Adult, Youth, & 23
Kids Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
9:15 - Adult,
Gary Cook
Youth, & Kids
Preaching
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
30 Family Promise begins

Worship Leaders; Pastor
Jason, Mandy, Zoe, &
Peyton
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9:15 - Adult, Youth, &
Kids Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

Homebound & Nursing
Home Members; Hallie,
Louis & Chris Kronebusch,
Linnea Skoog

The Rock: Gary & Tammy
Cook, The Rock Board and
Volunteers

1:30pm - ABW Meeting
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12pm - Interfaith Forum 5
at Resurrection Parish
6:30pm - Leadership Team
Meeting

4:30pm Cancer Prayer 27
Group
6:30pm - College-Age Small
Group

Leadership Team: Gary,
Grace, Austin, Robin, Carl, &
Bobbi, Ministry Teams

Abbey Cook

4:30pm Cancer Prayer 20
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Group

4:30pm Cancer Prayer 13
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Group

Bauerle

ABW & Women’s Ministries;
Family Promise; Cancer
Support Group
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Agnes Chamberlin

Mottram

Matt Green

Community Groups; College
& Young Adult Ministries
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Our Church: the future
mission & vision of FBC

Susan Mottram

Outdoor Ministry:
Boiling River and Elk
Bugling at Mammoth

Leadership Tune Up Conference

Edie Welch

Don Rudberg

Wendell

Nick Woods
Templed Hills Camp Closing
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Templed Hills Family Camp

Barnett
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4:30pm Cancer Prayer
6
Group
6:30pm - College-Age Small
Group

Daily Prayer Points

9:30am - All Church
25
Bible Study
7pm - Men’s Bible Study @
Barnes & Noble
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7pm - Men’s Bible Study @
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9:30am - All Church
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Bible Study
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Jennie Leubeck
Jim Kistler
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9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

Kathryn Green
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9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
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