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Loving Where You Live
Most of you know that Mandy and I are just a few days
away from moving into a new home. As our kids get older,
we are rapidly outgrowing our current home, so we are
excited to be in a home that we can live in for the next 1015 years.
Most of you also know that I’m pretty passionate about
neighborhood ministry—often called Parish Ministry—
where you take seriously the geographical location in
which God has placed you and seek to be good news and a
faithful presence of blessing in that place.
So, naturally, this process of moving to a new
neighborhood has me thinking a lot about parish ministry.
We’ve tried to be intentionally invested in our current
location, through hosting some events for those on our
block and in our vicinity. But I’ve been surprised by the
number of transient folks on our street—college students
and short-term renters. Combined with the fact that we’ve
only lived on our block for 5 years, and that means that we
haven’t been as communal and neighborly as we would
have hoped to be when we first moved in.
Which has me dreaming about what could be as we
move from Annie Street to Mountain Ash Avenue.
Who lives there? What demographic are they? What
will our neighbors be like? Will we like them? What needs
could we help meet? Who will we connect with in deep
ways?
But, more importantly, this move has me dreaming and
scheming about practical and actual ways in which my
family might be intentionally pastoral in our new location.
How will we purposefully engage with our neighbors?
How will we make our presence known and felt in positive

ways? How will we strategically get to know our neighbors
so that we can be the good news and share the good news?
Some of the ladies at our church are currently reading
a book called The Turquoise Table, about a woman who
purposefully placed a turquoise table in her front yard
and intentionally looked for activities and events that
could get her neighbors to her turquoise table in order to
be communal, welcoming, and hospitable with them—the
way Jesus would have been.
And I fervently believe we are all called to this sort of
relational ministry with our neighbors.
So, what’s your ‘turquoise table’ idea for connecting
with, and loving, your neighbors? How could you be more
intentionally and faithfully present on your block this
summer? Who, in your physical proximity, is God inviting
you to connect with that you still never have? What parish
ministry is God calling me and my family into on Mountain
Ash Avenue in this next season of life?
It will take some effort. It will take some creativity. It
will take some time. And perhaps even some money. But
loving our neighbors is at the heart of the gospel, so let’s
commit to taking this part of the Great Commandment
seriously. Let’s commit to this being the summer where
we finally meet our neighbors and seek out ways to be a
loving presence where God has placed us.
			
			

Grace and Peace,

				

Pastor Jason
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ABW Ministries
- Pat Newby
Wed. May 23 @ 1;30
DEDICATION of Love Gift/
Women & Girls Offerings.
Hostess: Sally Hart. LADIES:
PLEASE TURN IN ALL THOSE
SMALL DENOMINATION COINS FOR CASH AT
YOUR BANK FOR THIS EVENT.
We ladies (& Pastor Jason) had such a great party
celebrating Phyllis and Nadine at th Birthday Party
a few weeks ago at Birchwood. It was wonderful
to see Vivian Stiff and Clara Hodges as well. Lots
of visiting with cake! Thanks to Grace, Agnes and
Karen A. as hostesses.

Great day of Easter festivities! Sunrise +
Breakfast + Worship. It was a happy
Resurrection Day!
->

Summer Picnic & Open House
Sunday, May 20 @ 5pm
1003 Mountain Ash Ave.
Join us for our first summer picnic of the year as we celebrate
with the Bowkers at their new home.
Meat and buns will be provided, but bring a salad/side dish to share.
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“Pray without Ceasing”

demand, obedience to which involves a change of self,
however painful.

(1 Thessalonians 5:17)
- Gary Cook

Read that again. Then once more. How wonderful!
Do you see why I hoard words? Since 1980, I have
carried this book with me from Shawnee to Stillwater
to Edmond to Fort Worth to Salt Lake City to Norman
to Bozeman, all so that 38 years later I can share these
good words on prayer with you right now. I do not
collect words in vain. And because I collect words, I
can add another witness to Auden’s understanding of
prayer. Here’s what Søren Kierkegaard wrote in his
journal:

I collect words. More
accurately, I collect collections
of words. That is to say, I
collect books, articles, essays,
poems, stories, blog posts,
quotes, and notes. I collect
bon mots, good words,
maxims, precepts, aphorisms,
meaningful phrases. I seek out
well-articulated, good thoughts
wherever I can find them, and I save them wherever I
can stack, shelve, and store them. I clip articles from
periodicals and journals. I file them in cabinets. I cut
out quotes and paste them in notebooks. I hand-copy
wonderful, startling phrases into the same notebooks.
I collect words electronically on my computer. Frankly,
I am a hoarder of words.
Sometimes—often, honestly—my word collection
overflows. The shelves strain. The stacks of books
grow perilously tall. And the mountains of magazine
clippings threaten avalanche. Desperate measures are
required. A purge or culling must be executed.
So it was that last week I thought that I no longer
needed a paperback copy of Loren Eiseley’s book,
The Star Thrower, a book of “compassionate, probing
meditations on the natural world.” I took it off the shelf
and put it in a box. Then I noted that the introduction
had been written by W.H. Auden.
“I remember that now,” I said to myself. “That’s high
praise. I’d better take a quick look. No need to be hasty.”
I turned to Auden’s introduction and found that
years ago I had marked a paragraph so that I could find
it later. Here is what Auden wrote:

The earthly-minded person thinks and imagines that
when he prays, the important thing—the thing he must
concentrate upon—is that God should hear what he is
praying for. And yet in the true, eternal sense it is just
the reverse: the true relation in prayer is not when God
hears what is prayed for, but when the person praying
continues to pray until he is the one who hears—who
hears what God is asking for.
Also startling, challenging, collectible words about
prayer, don’t you think?
When my Abbey was a wee one, she liked to talk—a
lot. She talked when she played. She talked during
meals. She talked in the car. She talked at bedtime. Once
when I had taken her with me to a teacher training
workshop she decided to ride home with my coworker, Lisa. When we arrived home three hours later
I asked Lisa how it went. She replied, “Abbey talked all
the way until she fell asleep about 30 minutes ago.”
Abbey literally talked herself to sleep. I can’t recall the
exact context, but I do remember at least once telling
Abbey that it was OK not to talk all the time.
I think our Father in heaven would say the same
to us. When you pray, it’s OK not to talk all the time.
Prayer is a conversation, not a monologue. Listen: to
pray without ceasing is not to talk without ceasing; it
is to listen without ceasing. If I could leave you only
one word on prayer for your collection it would be
this: listen. Are you listening?
P.S. I put Eiseley’s book in the donate box, but not
before I photocopied Auden’s introduction and put it
on one of the piles on my desk. Naturally.

More importantly, [Eiseley] reveals himself as a man
unusually well trained in the habit of prayer, by which
I mean the habit of listening. The petitionary aspect
of prayer is its most trivial because it is involuntary.
We cannot help asking that our wishes be granted,
though all too many of them are like wishing that two
and two may make five, and cannot and should not be
granted. But the serious part of prayer begins when we
have got our begging over with and listen for the Voice
of what I would call the Holy Spirit, […who] always
says something new and unpredictable—an unexpected
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Mission Moment
that green space for ministry in better ways than
we have been. The community garden is a fantastic
project, but we have also considered adding a
number of other communal elements to that space,
including a play structure for our own kids and kids
in the neighborhood, and a few picnic tables to serve
as a community gathering space for our church and
the surrounding community. So, if you have leads on
cost-effective ways to secure these items, please let
us know.
And finally, I recently spoke with the pastors of our
ABC church in Lodge Grass while at the Big Sky Area
Celebration, and they are always open to mission
teams coming to help with projects for their church
and local community. So, I’ll be following up further
with them about putting together a very short-term
mission experience for our church at the end of the
summer.

A few weeks ago, the Mission Ministry Team
presented a proposal to the church about how to help
reframe the mission ministry at our church moving
forward. Along with that proposal were a number
of action steps, and some of those are already being
put in motion. One of those initiatives involves our
annual summer picnics.
In a joint effort between the Community and
Mission Teams, we will be slightly altering the way
we do summer picnics in order to further expand
our reach in the community. Three of our picnics will
still happen at the homes of our members, one of our
picnics will once-again happen at Bogert Park (like the
last 2 summers), but two of our picnics will happen
on our church lawn during big events downtown. Our
church building sits at a perfect location to connect
with the larger Bozeman community, so we are
seeking to be intentional about doing so. The dates
for these picnics are set but the details still need to
be ironed out, so watch for more information in the
coming weeks.
Speaking of our church lawn, we think we can use
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Leadership Team Meeting Report
- Robin Moore, Secretary

The
Leadership
Team
reviewed the First Baptist
Church (FBC) financial report for
March at our meeting on April
5. The Non-Designated General
Fund balance was $75,088 as
of 3/31/18. The Pledge & Plate
giving for March was $4,845. March expenses
(General Fund + Escrow Fund contribution) were
$4,895 (No Sr. Pastor). The March Pledge & Plate
giving was short $50 in covering these expenses for
the month. The March expenses including the Sr.
Pastor were $11,545.
Several payments were made from the Escrow
Fund in March - property & liability insurance,
Big Sky Area contribution, Salvation Army annual
donation, and a Workers Comp. payment. There
was also a large maintenance/repair bill for the
boilers for work done this winter ($3,315.55). This
was an unbudgeted expense and was covered by
extra money available in the Escrow Fund.
During May we will be collecting donations
for the ABC One Great Hour of Sharing offering.
Donation envelopes and informational material are
available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.
We collected $268.36 for our special Lenten
mission project, the Fork & Spoon Kitchen. We have
collected $450 for The Rock Youth Center through
April.
FBC will again be hosting Family Promise the
week of 4/29 through 5/6. If you are interested
in learning more about this ministry opportunity,
please talk with Grace Holiday.
Pastor Jason will be attending the ABCNW Region
LLC Mentor Pastor Event in Ross Point, Idaho, the
week of May 1. He began preaching a sermon series
on Colossians on 4/15 and will continue this series
through the next month or so.
The congregation gathered for a potluck meal
after worship on 4/15, followed by the Quarterly
Congregational Meeting. A financial report through
March was presented and discussed briefly. The
main focus of the meeting was a presentation by
Ephie Risho of potential mission ideas proposed by
the Mission Ministry Team. The active members of

the Mission Ministry Team are Carl Fahlstrom, Nate
Peterson, Ephie Risho, and Pastor Jason. This group
has been praying about and discussing ways to
refocus and reshape mission at FBC going forward.
The plan presented attempts to integrate our
strengths with the FBC mission to follow the way of
Jesus through loving God, knowing each other, and
serving the world, to result in community-oriented
missional efforts. We want to strengthen our
community as we reach out to the broader Bozeman
community, and we want to be relational in our
mission - to each other and to those we serve.
Potential action ideas include adding a Sunday
morning mission/outreach element to our service
as a way to strengthen our community together and
to engage visitors. We might want to organize events
with each other outside of Sunday mornings - shared
meals in homes, inviting others to lunch after church,
or expanding on our summer picnics to make some
of them more outreach oriented. We might look for
ways to serve the broader community by working
together as a church with other groups such as
Love INC or Thrive. And, at the end of the summer,
we might consider a mission trip such as working
with Baptist churches on the Crow Reservation
near Hardin, Montana. These are just a few ideas to
ponder and pray about in the coming months, and
there may be more opportunities arise as we look to
God for missional guidance and direction.
Remember to keep Pastor Jason and his family,
the church, and The Rock Youth Center in your daily
prayers. Pray that the Lord will help to meet our needs
and that we will be a faithful church in all that we do.
Praise God for His many blessings, which include the
new friends who have joined us on mission and who
willingly share their diverse gifts with the church
and the community. Also pray for your Leadership
Team as they seek God’s wisdom and guidance for
FBC. If you have any questions or comments, please
feel free to speak with Pastor Jason or members of
the Leadership Team. Leadership Team members
are: Gary Cook, Grace Holiday, Austin Beard, Robin
Moore, Carl Fahlstrom, and Bobbi Miller.
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9:15 - Adult & Youth
20
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
5pm - Summer Picnic
& Open House @ the Bowkers
Sophie Hale, Bobbi Miller

Worship Leaders; Pastor
Jason, Mandy, Zoe, &
Peyton

9:15 - Adult & Youth
27
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
Jana Peterson Preaching

Homebound & Nursing
Home Members; Hallie,
Louis & Chris Kronebusch,
Linnea Skoog

Austin Beard

28

14

13

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
Gary Cook Preaching

Frantz

12:30pm - Mission Ministry 7
Team Meeting

6

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

22

15

8

1

The Rock: Gary & Tammy
Cook, The Rock Board and
Volunteers

Bowker

9

2

Ellie Bowles

Zoe Bowker

Lauren Woods

30

23

16

Leadership Team: Gary,
Grace, Austin, Robin, Carl, &
Bobbi, Ministry Teams

ABW & Women’s Ministries;
Family Promise; Cancer
Support Group

Asher Skoog

7am - Community
24
Ministry Team Meeting
7pm - College and
Young Adult Small Group

17

7pm - College and
10
Young Adult Small Group

6:30pm - Leadership Team 3
Meeting

Moving Days for the Bowkers

Family Promise at FBC

12pm - Interfaith Forum
at Congregation Beth
Shalom

Daily Prayer Points

9:30am - All Church
29
Bible Study
7pm - Baccalaureate
Service at BHS South Gym

Janet Dulin

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

First Baptist Church
Bruce Gourley

25

18

11

Community Groups; College
& Young Adult Ministries
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Our Church: the future
mission & vision of FBC

Denotes Birthday

Denotes Anniversary

26

10am - Creative
19
Community Art Gathering

10am - Liz Vandree & 12
Eric Wright’s Wedding
11am - Wedding Reception

Bowker Family on Vacation
Templed Hills Cards & Gamers Camp

3:30pm - Wedding
Rehearsal

Templed Hills Camp Opening
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