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Getting Back to Our Roots
This article is meant to be equal parts confession and
challenge. When I started as senior pastor about two and
a half years ago, we were sort of stuck. We loved Jesus and
each other, and had a close, little community, but we had
also gotten comfortable with things staying the same…
myself included. We had become a bit too isolated from
the world.
So, I challenged us to reach out to our community. I
preached mission and vision for month after month. We
talked about loving our neighbors, and even made lists
of who they were and committed to praying for them. We
hosted events that would help us engage with the broader
Bozeman population—from parenting workshops to
picnics in parks. We talked about being a welcoming and
inviting church—that both extends out into our city and
extends a hand to those who walk through our doors.
And you all beautifully rose to the occasion!
I wasn’t sure you had it in you at times. And even more
so, I wasn’t sure that I had it in me. But you really did what
I asked and taught me so much about faithfulness and
courage in the process. We actually started ministering
outside the walls of our building and made connections
with un-churched folks. And our church actually grew.
I hate to say I was surprised…but I sort of was! It was
incredible! You were incredible!
And then, for better or worse, the next stage of our
church’s life became management and organizational
development. We suddenly had new people, so we needed

to create new ministries and employ our new people in
those ministries. Instead of having people over for dinner
in my home, I found myself substituting that time with
meetings and ministry planning sessions.
It was a fantastic problem to have, but the result was
that I found myself and our church beginning to neglect
the original calling of Jesus and the very thing that had
helped us grow—outreach and relationship-building in
the community. So, that’s my confession: after months
and months of preaching outreach and evangelism, when
that process actually reaped some success, I failed to stay
committed to the process.
So, the challenge for myself and our church, then, is
to return to the discipline of outreach, evangelism, and
mission. Spring is on its way and you’ll soon be rubbing
shoulders with your neighbors once again, so this is a
perfect time to commit anew to a spirit of outreach. Who
in your life could desperately use the good news of Jesus?
Who would benefit from a church family like ours? What
handful of people in your life could you be praying for that
they might come to know Jesus? Who could you invite to
our Easter service in a few weeks?
I promise you I’m challenging myself to have this same
spirit. I need this reminder as much as anyone. So, let’s
re-commit to being outwardly focused Christians and an
outwardly focused church. Let’s take the risk of evangelism
and mission in our community and see how God chooses
to bless our efforts.
			
			

Grace and Peace,

				

Pastor Jason
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Dinner at Fork & Spoon

ABW Ministries
- Pat Newby

Wednesday, March 28 @ 6pm
302 N. 7th Ave.

AMERICAN BAPTIST WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES are planning a
Scottish Potluck! on Sunday,
March 18th following church.
We’re excited to take ‘A Trip to
Scotland’, narrated by Will “Mac” Moore who traveled
there last year. Bob & Robin Moore and Grace Holiday
were co-travelers with Will and are willing to share
their journey with us. PLEASE join us for food and a
show. Bring Scottish food if you can, but of course, ANY
food will do! I’m looking forward to castles and moors!

Instead of a Lenten
Simple Supper that
evening, join us for
dinner at the Fork and
Spoon Kitchen. It’s a
great opportunity to
be in community, see
the restaurant firsthand, and support an
incredible cause. They always need more diners who
can afford to pay for their meal!

Palm Sunday Parade
March 25 before Worship
The
downtown
churches are currently
planning a combined
Palm Sunday parade.
The details aren’t quite
finalized, but it will
probably start at Holy
Rosary and include walking down Main Street before
being dropped off at our respective churches. Stay
tuned for more info on this fun event!

Family Promise
- Grace Holiday

We will be hosting Family Promise
at our church starting March 25
through April 1. I want to thank all of
our volunteers that help with meals or
overnights. We partner with E Free
and Venture and everything has been going great. This
is such a wonderful way to serve those in need so if you
want more information on how you can help, just let me
know.

Inviters for Easter
- Pastor Jason

I mentioned this briefly in a recent weekly
email, but Easter is a fantastic time to invite your
friends, family, co-workers, and fellow students to
worship. People are often interested in church on
Easter Sunday, even if just for sake of nostalgia,
and can be blessed with hearing the good news of
Jesus. So, who could you invite? Who doesn’t go to
a church already? Who doesn’t have a relationship
with Jesus and would be blessed by hearing about
the resurrection? Let’s be courageous inviters this
year!
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Lent and the Power of Death

that we must protect ourselves at whatever sinful
cost, even if that means we must cooperate with Death
by becoming killers ourselves. Thus, though we may
feel free to defend ourselves, we are in fact bound in
slavery to Death’s power. Such is our predicament.
And we cannot free ourselves.
But now, hear the gospel, the good news: “Since the
children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their
humanity so that by his death he might break the
power of him who holds the power of death—that is,
the devil—and free those who all their lives were held
in slavery by their fear of death.” (Hebrews 2:14-15,
NIV.)
Did you hear that? Do you believe it? Jesus, by his
death, has broken the power of Death and the devil. To
trust Jesus is to be free from our fear of Death and thus
free from our slavery to Death’s power. The perfect,
sacrificial love of Jesus has cast out fear. We need no
longer fear the power of Death. But that is hard to
remember.
So, we practice the disciplines of Lent not merely
to deny ourselves, but to remember that Death is not
in charge, to remember that Jesus is Lord, not Death.
We practice the disciplines of Lent to remember that
though Death seems ascendant, Death’s power to
rule our lives with fear has been broken by Jesus. We
practice the disciplines of Lent to be transformed by
the Spirit from fearful slaves of Death into free and
fearless children of our good Father. We practice the
disciplines of Lent to remember that we are dust and
to dust we shall return, but—Fear not!—that is not the
end of our story.

- Gary Cook

On Ash Wednesday we were
called to remember that we
are dust and to dust we shall
return. In other words, we will
die and our bodies will decay.
Each of us. All of us. No matter
our efforts to ignore, prevent,
or deny it, we all live under the
power of Death. As the macabre
children’s rhyme reminds us,
“Ashes, ashes, we all fall down.”
This Ash Wednesday—perhaps just to remind us of
who’s in charge—Death took seventeen healthy lives
at Florida’s Stoneman Douglas High School in the
afternoon before we heard Pastor Jason tell us “from
dust you came and to dust you shall return.”
I have been waging a relentless battle with Death for
over a year now, and I’m not doing too well. A year ago
in January I spent two weeks in a hospital room with
my father and Death. Not unexpectedly, Death took him
while I watched. In April last year Death took a close
college friend, but Death didn’t let me know about it
until December. This January the mother of two of my
close friends from high school died. Death used age and
cancer to take her, and courteously kept me informed
via Facebook. Two weeks ago I went to Denver to be
with my college friends Richard and Jane Anne as they
memorialized their twenty-seven-year-old son. Death
took young Colin by suicide. Unexpectedly, out of order.
And yesterday, Sunday, I learned that Death took one
of my oldest friends on Saturday, a friend who was my
football teammate, my fellow musician, and my college
roommate during our freshman year. Death took him
with an unexpected massive stroke. Just like that.
Gathered him up like a spider with its long legs winds
it’s prey in a web shroud. And he’s gone.
I don’t like any of this. Don’t like it at all. It’s painful,
sorrowful. But none of it compares to Death’s work at
Stoneman Douglas High. Senseless, random killing:
that’s the dark work of Death that strikes fear in us.
That’s Death sowing fear and chaos and discord,
dividing us, driving us into Sin as we respond to
Death’s work by attacking and blaming each other.
And as we do so, Death enslaves us. We come to believe
that the fear of Death is the beginning of wisdom, and

We want to thank all of you for your
kind and generous gift at Christmas.
We are humbled by your care for us
and honored to be a small part of this
congregation. We love you.
Tammy & Gary Cook
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Leadership Team Meeting Report
- Robin Moore, Secretary

There is a sign-up sheet at the back of the sanctuary
for help in three areas - Prelude Music, Children’s
Prayer, and Communal Prayer. If you feel called to
assist in one or more of these ways, please sign up
for the Sunday of your choice. See Pastor Jason if
you would like some resource material.
The Lenten season activities are well underway.
Pastor Jason is preaching a Lenten sermon series on
ancient spiritual disciplines, such as prayer, study,
fasting, silence, etc. On Wednesday evenings we
are meeting at 6:00 pm for Simple Suppers, a meal
of soup and bread followed by a devotional time
centered on the spiritual disciplines introduced by
Pastor Jason at Sunday worship. The theme for the
Lenten mission project this year is food. We are
invited to thoughtfully examine our meal practices
and relationship with food and to prayerfully
commit to a meaningful change during the Lenten
season. At the same time, we can think about those
in our community who do not have enough food, and
we can contribute to the special offering to support
the Fork & Spoon Kitchen, a pay-what-you-can
restaurant run by HRDC. There is a special table at
the back of the sanctuary with information about the
Fork & Spoon Kitchen and a can for your donations.
Please make checks payable to First Baptist Church
and write “Fork & Spoon” on the memo line.
Remember to keep Pastor Jason and his family,
the church, and The Rock Youth Center in your daily
prayers. Pray that the Lord will help to meet our needs
and that we will be a faithful church in all that we do.
Praise God for His many blessings, which include the
new friends who have joined us on mission and who
willingly share their diverse gifts with the church
and the community. Also pray for your Leadership
Team as they seek God’s wisdom and guidance for
FBC. If you have any questions or comments, please
feel free to speak with Pastor Jason or members of
the Leadership Team. Leadership Team members
are: Gary Cook, Grace Holiday, Austin Beard, Robin
Moore, Carl Fahlstom, and Bobbi Miller.

The
Leadership
Team
reviewed the First Baptist
Church (FBC) financial report
for January at our meeting on
February 1. The Non-Designated
General Fund balance was
$85,634 as of 1/31/18. The
Pledge & Plate giving for January was $6,156 which
included the fifth Sunday offering on 12/31/17.
January expenses (General Fund + Escrow Fund
contribution) were $5,920 (No Sr. Pastor). The
January Pledge & Plate giving covered the January
General Fund expenses. The January expenses
including the Sr. Pastor were $13,662.
We have finished collecting donations for the ABC
Retired Ministers & Missionaries Offering (RMMO).
We are currently collecting donations through
March for the ABC America for Christ (AMC)
offering. Donation envelopes and informational
material are available on the table at the back of the
sanctuary.
Annual FBC Commitment Cards for 2018 were
handed out in January. If you still need to sign your
card and turn it in or if you need a new card, please
see Pastor Jason or Robin Moore.
FBC hosted Family Promise the week of 1/28
through 2/4 with three single moms and four
children. The week went well with a good group
of volunteers from FBC and our partner churches,
E-Free and Venture. We will be hosting Family
Promise again during Holy Week, 3/25 through 4/1,
so if you missed helping out with Family Promise
last time, you will have another opportunity coming
up in a few weeks. See Grace Holiday if you are
interested in being a part of this rewarding ministry.
The Children’s Ministry program is going well
with Godly Play for the young children and the 12week program Echo the Story for the Youth Sunday
School. The Leadership Team discussed ideas for
the children moving out of Godly Play next fall.
This includes the need for a 4th-6th grade class
and a teacher or teachers to meet during the Adult
Sunday School time on Sunday mornings.
Pastor Jason would like to incorporate more
people to help during Sunday morning worship.

5

Worship Leaders; Pastor
Jason, Mandy, Zoe, &
Peyton

Homebound & Nursing
Home Members; Hallie,
Louis & Chris Kronebusch,
Linnea Skoog

26

25

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

19

5

9:15 - Adult & Youth
18
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship
ABW Potluck and Scotland
Presentation

12:30pm - Mission
Ministry Team Meeting
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4

11

9:15 - Adult & Youth
Sunday School
10:30 - Worship

Denotes Birthday

Denotes Anniversary
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14

Family Promise at FBC

Pat Newby

6pm - Dinner at Fork and 28
Spoon

6pm - Lenten Simple
Supper

Grace Holiday
Yulia Newby

6pm - Lenten Simple
Supper

12pm - Interfaith Forum 7
at Congregation Beth
Shalom
6pm - Lenten Simple Supper

Leadership Team: Gary,
Grace, Austin, Robin, Carl, &
Bobbi, Ministry Teams

1

ABW & Women’s Ministries;
Family Promise; Cancer
Support Group

29

7am - Community
22
Ministry Team Meeting
7pm - College and
Young Adult Small Group

15

5pm - Worship Ministry Team
8
Meeting
7pm - College and Young
Adult Small Group

Daily Prayer Points
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The Rock: Gary & Tammy
Cook, The Rock Board and
Volunteers

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

9:30am - All Church
Bible Study

First Baptist Church
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9

Community Groups; College
& Young Adult Ministries

12pm - Downtown Good
Friday Service at Holy Rosary
7pm - FBC Good Friday
Service

Millie Gordon

Chris Rose
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Our Church: the future
mission & vision of FBC

10am - Creative
Community Art Event

Stephanie Skoog
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