
Resisting Counter-Cultural Shame
Much of what we’re striving for at our church is 
different and counter-cultural—a different way to 
behave, forgive, treat our neighbors, respond to 
our enemies, spend our time and energy, and use 
our money. Even now, in this Advent season, we 
are attempting to do Christmas differently—worship 
fully, spend less, give more, and love all. 

Often, however, the counter-cultural way of life into 
which Jesus invites us is met with enough criticism or 
misunderstanding that we feel embarrassed and 
ashamed. It’s not normal to live that way. It’s weird 
to spend our time, energy, and money investing in 
Jesus’ kingdom and not the world’s kingdom. And 
so, whether it comes from others or ourselves, the 
odd nature of this new way of life can easily induce 
shame. We feel so strange that we assume we’ve 
done something wrong. 

For example, my family has slowly meandered our 
way to a pretty beautiful, peaceful, life-giving 
rhythm. We eat meals together, walk to school 
together, read books together, sing together, and 
have fun together. Heck, Mandy and I even work 
together. We don’t overwork or overstress. Our life 
is slow and quaint, healthy and whole. There’s a 
nice cadence to our existence…at least for now.  

But when people ask me how I am, I’m suddenly 
lost for an answer. My cultural training tells me that 
the correct answer is something about being ‘busy’ 
or ‘stressed’ or ‘successful’ or ‘working hard.’ There 
are supposed to be fires to extinguish or ladders to 
climb or problems to solve. I’m supposed to be 
working myself to the bone. So, because I don’t 

feel any of those things, suddenly I feel shame—like 
I’m doing something wrong or not living the way I 
should or not doing my job right or not working 
hard enough. Because I have no dramatic response 
to the ‘how are you?’ questions of life, I suddenly 
feel less-than.  

But why is that? Isn’t that what we’re striving for? 
Aren’t we trying to live in such an upside-down, 
counter-cultural way that our answers to those 
frequently-asked questions are anything but typical? 
I should boldly answer those questions with the 
truth—knowing that the way of Jesus has slowly 
been taking root within me and my family and is 
finally bearing some fruit in the way we live. And 
it’s doing the same for you all too. I see it. I see the 
beautiful lives you are living. I see your kind and 
generous actions. I see you engaging your 
neighbors and loving your enemies.  

So, don’t feel shame that you’re living differently. 
Don’t feel weird for wanting the Christmas season 
to look different. Don’t shrink when there’s the 
opportunity to speak with bold humility about the 
transformation that’s taking place in your life 
through the upside-down power of Christ. Because, 
deep down, people want what you have. They 
want a different life. They want the peaceful, 
patient, generous, loving life you are slowly coming 
to embody. So own that beautiful way. Publicly 
embrace this strange, counter-cultural path. And 
allow others to do the same through your 
unwillingness to shrink when the world says you’re 
crazy. Pastor Jason



Advent Conspiracy 
“Enemy-occupied territory—that is what this world is. Christianity is the story of 

how the rightful king has landed, you might say landed in disguise, and is calling us  
all to take part in a great campaign of sabotage.” — C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

How did we arrive here? Long, long ago, in the beginning, God created and reigned as King of the world. 
We, created in the King’s image, were appointed to be the King’s ambassadors, to steward and rule the 
world as the King intended. Instead, we rebelled. Thinking we knew better than the King, we disobeyed. But 
in reality, our disobedience of the true King was obedience to false kings—pretenders, usurpers of the King’s 
throne. We thought we were ruling, but our treason against the true King opened the gates of creation for 
false kings, false gods, to enter the world and compete for our allegiance. These false kings (The Bible calls 
them by many names: rulers of this age, powers and principalities, Sin, Death, and the Devil, to name a few; 
they are legion.) demand that we follow them rather than the true, rightful King. They are enemies of the 
King, at war in an attempt to usurp the throne and to rule the world in God’s place. Look around: they have 
been remarkably successful. 

That, according to scripture, is how the world became “enemy-occupied territory.” Against these enemies, the 
scriptures attest: 

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; 
	 for he founded it on the seas and established it on the waters. 

Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, 
    that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is he, this King of glory? 
    The Lord Almighty—he is the King of glory.  (from Psalm 24, NIV) 

During this season of Advent and Christmas we both remember and await the coming of the King of glory 
who first came “in disguise” as a helpless infant who grew up to be crucified by the false kings, and who will 
come again as the unmistakable King of glory. But we do not remember and wait passively. As we wait, we 
are called to conspire to benevolently sabotage the rulers of this age, the powers and principalities who have 
usurped the rightful King’s throne. We do this by repenting. That is, we do this by disobeying the usurpers and 
obeying the true King. And by doing so, we “lift up the gates and ancient doors that the King of glory may 
come in.” We conspire with John the Baptist to “prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.” (Matthew 3:3) We even dare to conspire with Jason (both the Jason in Acts 17 and our Pastor!) to 
be accused of “turning the world upside down” and “acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there 
is another king, Jesus.” 

So this Advent/Christmas, join the conspiracy! Sabotage false kings. Follow King Jesus. Turn the world upside 
down—or more accurately, turn it right side up. And have fun doing it. Joyfully conspire. Have a Merry 
Christmas! 

P.S. Fun fact: I wrote this little essay on November 29, C.S. Lewis’s birthday.  
He was born on this day in 1898. 

Cook’s Corner

Gary Cook



CHILDREN’S  
MINISTRIES

Mandy Bowker

Throughout the month of November and now continuing into 
December, our kids are working hard on our upcoming Children’s 
Christmas Program. On Sunday, December 15th, our kids will help 
lead us in worship thought a program called “Shepherds, Sheep 
and a Savior.” This musical tells the story of the shepherds who 
were the first to hear of our Savior’s birth in Bethlehem. With fun, 
energetic songs and witty narration, you’re sure to love hearing 
the Christmas story from the perspective of the shepherds. 

As of yet, we have not filled our open childcare position, so if you 
know of anyone that loves working with kids and doesn’t already 
have a church they attend on Sunday mornings, we would love to 
have them join us. Talk to Jason or Mandy if you have someone in 
mind. 

Please continue to bring your kids to Sunday School. On 
December 22nd and 29th, we will explore the Advent Conspiracy 
Themes and then in January we will continue learning the books of 
the Bible. February will be a new Sunday School theme, so stay 
tuned for more information. 

Our Godly Play children’s church ministry continues to thrive 
thanks to the incredible ministry of our storytellers and 
doorkeepers. These kids are exploring the themes of advent as 
they journey to Bethlehem. Please continue to pray that God 
would bring more young families into our community to experience 
His love and blessing in their lives.

WHAT’S 
COMING 

THIS SEASON 
Children’s Ministry 
Our kids have been working 
hard getting ready for the 
Children’s Christmas 
Program and are excited for 
their performance on 
Sunday, December 15. 

Small Groups 
Small Groups are on hiatus 
until the new year, but have 
been an awesome source of 
good conversation about 
Following King Jesus. Let us 
know if you’d like to join a 
group. 

Future Sermon Series 
Pastor Jason is preaching 
through the Advent 
Conspiracy themes this 
month but then will be 
preaching through the 
Lectionary during the time 
between Christmas and Lent.

   MANY THANKS! 
Dear Pastor Jason & Church Family, 

Thank you so much for all of your prayers, kind thoughts, and visits during Jim's recent surgery 
and recovery.  This has been a difficult ordeal, and it was a comfort to know that you were all 
praying for us.  We are grateful that Jim is recovering at home now, and he looks forward to 
being able to see you all at church again in the future.  We all deeply appreciate the love and 
support you have shown us at this time. 

	 	 	 Jim & Nadine 
	 	  	 Robin, Bob & Will 



The Leadership Team reviewed the First 
Baptist Church (FBC) financial report for 
October at our meeting on November 7. The 
Non-Designated General Fund balance was 
$111,320 as of 10/31/19. This balance 
included the $17,500 last quarter transfer from 
the FBC-American Baptist Foundation (ABF) 
Endowment Fund on 10/29/19 to the FBC 
General Fund. The Pledge & Plate giving for 
October was $6,377.25. October expenses 
(General Fund + Escrow Fund contribution) 
were $5,582 (no Senior Pastor). The October 
expenses including the Senior Pastor were 
$11,198. 

The FBC-ABF Endowment Fund balance 
was $309,610 as of 11/7/19. The Leadership 
Development Fund balance was $4,520 as of 
11/7/19. 

	The main focus of the November 
Leadership Team meeting was developing the 
FBC 2020 budget proposal. The team 
completed a line by line analysis of the 2019 
expenses and looked at potential expenses 
moving into 2020. Pastor Jason and Robin 
Moore, Treasurer, presented the draft budget 
at the potluck/business meeting held after 
church on Sunday, November 17. Forty people 
were present for the business portion of the 
meeting. The 2020 draft budget, which 
contained few major changes from the 2019 
budget, was reviewed and discussed.  The 
Leadership Team recommended modest pay 
raises for the Senior Pastor and the Office 
Administrator, and there was also a brief 
discussion of several upcoming building and 
m a i n t e n a n c e n e e d s f o r 2 0 2 0 . T h e 
congregation unanimously approved the draft 
2020 budget as presented. Copies of the 

approved 2020 FBC budget are available on 
the back table in the sanctuary for your 
information. If you have any questions about 
the 2020 budget, please ask Pastor Jason or a 
Leadership Team member. 

Big Sky Youth Empowerment has been 
using the church basement in the evenings 
while their building is undergoing renovations. 
This is a wonderful community organization 
that provides opportunities and mentorship for 
at-risk teenagers. They originally forecasted 
construction would be completed by the end of 
the December. Due to delays in construction, 
the group requested their lease be extended 
to March 7. The Leadership Team approved 
the request. We are glad that we can share 
our building with an organization committed to 
serving the community in such a meaningful 
way. 

We appreciate your prayers and 
support. Please remember to pray for Pastor 
Jason and his family. Pray that we will be a 
church that is faithful to Christ’s call to serve 
and love those around us.  Ask God to give us 
eyes to recognize the needs of our neighbors 
and a willingness to meet those needs. Thank 
God for the many ways that he provides for 
our church both financially and through the 
unique giftings of those who attend FBC. 
Please pray for the Leadership Team as we 
seek to understand God’s will for our church. 
If you have any questions, comments, or 
suggestions, please do not hesitate to talk to a 
member of the Leadership Team. The 
Leadership Team includes: Robin Moore, Gary 
Cook, Austin Beard, Carl Fahlstrom, Elizabeth 
Wickland, and Bobbi Miller. 

Leadership Team Report
Bobbi Miller, Secretary // Robin Moore, Treasurer



Major Events  
in December  

Children’s Christmas 
Program 

Sunday, December 15 
during worship 

Dinner & Christmas 
Caroling 

Wednesday, December 18 
at 5pm at the Bowkers 

(1003 Mountain Ash Ave) 

Christmas Eve 
Candelight Service 

Tuesday, December 24 at 
6pm

REHEARSING FOR THE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

BOB & BLAKELYNN
JIM HANGING TVS
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