
The Advent of Advent
The season of Advent begins this Sunday, December 2, 
initiating a month of confusion and ambivalence. The 
days are shorter and darker, yet we fill our yards and 
homes with glistening light. The temperature has 
drastically dropped, yet the cold air offers us the 
glorious opportunity to sit by the fire, sip a hot drink, 
and curl up with a blanket and a good book. This 
season is a time for family and friends, yet sadly reminds 
us of those who we have lost 
and can no longer embrace. 
It’s a confusing season: dark 
yet light, cold yet warm, 
festive yet isolating. 

But into this 
ambivalence, Jesus 

emerged.  

Caesar was enthroned. God 
wa s s eem i ng l y ab sen t . 
Corruption and greed ran 
amok . Opp re s s i on and 
margina l izat ion re igned 
supreme. Violence and fear 
were wielded as weapons. 
Darkness prevailed. 

But into this ambivalence, Jesus emerged.  

Advent literally means a coming into view; an arrival. 
And things had definitely gotten murky and dark—a new 
view desperately needed. And this arrival had been 
prophesied and anticipated. Malachi, himself, promises 

that “the day that is coming shall set them ablaze…the 
sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings…
you shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.” 

Jesus enters into our dark, lonely, isolated, broken world
—through a birth canal and into a feeding trough—to 
bring light, life, connection, hope, and healing. As a 
man named John once said it, “The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.” 

So, this Advent, don’t run and 
hide from the darkness, pain, 
and confusion of the season.  

Let the Light of the World meet you 
in the ambivalence of the season 
and overwhelm you with his 
blazing presence of goodness and 
blessing. Let the Hope of the World 
remind you that all is not lost. Let 
the Prince of Peace spur you on 
toward love and good deeds. Let 
the one who is the very definition of 
Love wrap his arms around you and 
whisper words of blessing, value, 
and worth in your ear.  

Let this be a season where Jesus emerges anew, with a 
fresh vision of hope, peace, joy, and love. 

Pastor Jason



Advent: 
Action in 
Waiting 

An Advent reading I return to year after year is Action in Waiting by Christoph Blumhardt, a German pastor who 
lived from 1842-1919. Following are a few selections for your Advent meditations—and action! 

  

Blumhardt wrote, “This is what it means to prepare for Advent. Jesus says, ‘Be ready for action, and have your lamps 
lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet…blessed is the slave whom his 
master will find at work when he arrives.’ (Luke 12:35-48)” 

“Take note that God’s kingdom is not formed by any human discovery or intention, however daring  and noble, but 
by the coming of Christ.” 

“It is remarkable [however] that not only God, creator of heaven and earth, but also God’s people must be part of 
this plan. There need to be men and women who give themselves up for God’s kingdom and its justice…. We can even 
read between the lines that if there is no one to watch out, God’s coming will be delayed.” 

“There have to be people who have dressed themselves for action and have lit their lamps…. Workers, not slackers, 
are dressed for service. Slackers wear their Sunday best. A person getting ready to work with his hands takes off his coat 
and rolls up his sleeves so that he can get after the matter without further ado…. As long as God’s kingdom has to be 
fought for, it is more important to be dressed for work—ready for action—to make an effort to do something in keeping 
with God’s plan, often against the weight of the world. A practical way exists and we must be ready for this with our 
whole being.” 

In other words, Advent is more than a time of dressing up and waiting to celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus while 
eating fudge and cookies. It is more than a season of warm, sentimental feelings. Advent is not sentimental; Advent is a 
call to action. Advent is “prepare ye the way of the Lord” time. Advent is John the Baptist time. 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall 
be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways 
shall be made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” (Luke 3:4-6, quoting Isaiah 40:3-5) 

As I drove to and from Oklahoma for Thanksgiving I had many hours and miles of highway to observe the filling of 
valleys and the bringing low of mountains and hills, the straightening of the crooked, and many miles of construction 
zones where the rough ways were being made smooth. I never saw anyone in their “Sunday best” working on these 
roads. All were in work clothes, literally moving the weight of the world. 

When John the Baptist called the crowd to “bear fruits befitting of repentance,” some of the crowd asked him, “What 
then shall we do?” What action shall we take to prepare the way of the Lord, to cut and fill and straighten and smooth 
the way for Jesus’ coming? 

John replied, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do 
likewise.” Then Herod, the weight of the world, put John in prison. 

This, John says, is the unsentimental, practical way of “action in waiting,” the way of Advent, the way of preparing 
the way of the Lord, the way that we may be among those workers, those blessed slaves whom the master will find at 
work when he arrives. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

Cook’s  
Corner

Gary Cook



WHAT’S 
COMING 

THIS SPRING 
Children’s Sunday School 
Sunday School is on a brief 
hiatus while the kids spend 6 
weeks practicing for their 
Christmas Program, but they will 
continue with Sunday School in 
the new year. 

College Ministry 
Praise God that we have 
college students at our church! 
They are meeting at Jason’s 
house (1003 Mountain Ash) on 
Tuesday nights at 6:30pm for 
dinner and study. 

Lenten Simple Suppers  
Just a reminder that during Lent 
(which begins on March 6), we 
celebrate with 6 Wednesday 
nights of Simple Suppers — a 
time of food and a short 
devotional thought. 

Lenten Sermon Series 
Jason is currently planning to 
lead us through 7 weeks 
unpacking and learning to 
practice the Lord’s Prayer 
during the season of Lent. 

CHILDREN’S  
MINISTRIES

Mandy Bowker

Playing Than Raking!!Our Kids Did More

Throughout the month of November and now continuing into 
December, our kids are working hard on our upcoming Children’s 
Christmas Program. On Sunday, December 16, our kids will help lead us 
in worship through a program called “For the Glory of the King.” It is a 
funny and uplifting skit about a children’s ministry that is rehearsing for 
their own Christmas Program, and includes both original and familiar 
songs. We know you will enjoy it! 

Our Godly Play children’s church ministry continues to thrive, thanks 
to the incredible ministry of our storytellers and doorkeepers. Please 
keep these volunteers in your prayers as they lead our kids. 

Again, we are so thankful that God brought Tiffany Miller back to us 
to serve as our childcare worker. Tiffany spent a couple of years in 
Taiwan and is now back in Bozeman and we are so lucky to have her at 
FBC! 

Please continue to be in prayer for our kids and the leaders that 
serve them in these various capacities. We are so fortunate to have such 
a vibrant children’s ministry and such dedicated adults to mold these 
young lives.  



The Leadership Team reviewed the First Baptist 
Church (FBC) financial report for October at our 
meeting on November 8.   The Non-Designated 
General Fund balance was $96,101 as of 
10/31/18.  This balance reflects the $19,500 
quarterly transfer from the FBC-ABF Endowment 
Fund to the General Fund to cover Sr. Pastor 
expenses.  The Pledge & Plate giving for October 
was $6,393 (includes the fifth Sunday offering on 
9/30).  October expenses (General Fund + Escrow 
Fund contribution) were $2,616 (No Sr. Pastor).  
The October Pledge & Plate giving covered these 
monthly expenses.   The October expenses 
including the Sr. Pastor were $8,596. 

The current American Baptist Churches (ABC) 
special offering for December is the Retired 
Ministers & Missionaries Offering (RMMO). 
  Informational material and donation envelopes 
are available at the back of the sanctuary.  Our 
other mission projects for December are the Mitten 
Tree and the Angel Tree.  We are collecting mittens 
for children in the Head Start program.  Please 
bring new mittens or gloves for preschool-age 
children and place them under the Mitten Tree by 
December 9.  We are planning to participate in the 
Salvation Army's Angel Tree project again this 
year to help provide for the needs of individuals 
and families at Christmastime.  Be watching for 
more information about this worthwhile mission 
opportunity in December. 

The primary focus of the Leadership Team in 
November was the preparation of the proposed 
annual budget for 2019.   The Leadership Team 
reviewed the expenses for 2018 and considered 
the goals for 2019 and made adjustments to the 
proposed 2019 budget accordingly, increasing or 
decreasing some budget lines as appropriate. 

  One a rea o f 
s i g n i f i c a n t 
i n c r e a s e w a s 
Maintenance & Repairs which was increased from 
$4,800 in 2018 to $7,000 in 2019 to allow for the 
replacement of radiators in the sanctuary and the 
resealing of the front steps.  Both of these needed 
projects were delayed in 2018 as they were not 
part of the 2018 budget. 

The proposed 2019 budget was presented to 
the congregation at a potluck and business 
meeting which followed worship on Sunday, 
November 11.   The 2019 budget was approved 
unanimously by those present, so FBC is ready to 
begin the new year with its budget in place.  If 
there are any questions in regards to the budget or 
other financial matters, please feel free to speak 
with Pastor Jason or any member of the Leadership 
Team.  We are always available to help answer 
questions if possible. 

Remember to keep Pastor Jason and his family, 
the church, and The Rock Youth Center in your 
daily prayers.  Pray that the Lord will help to meet 
our needs and that we will be a faithful church in 
all that we do.  Ask God for guidance and insight 
into what missional path FBC should follow.  Praise 
God for His many blessings, which include the new 
friends who have joined us on mission and who 
willingly share their diverse gifts with the church 
and the community.  Also pray for your Leadership 
Team as they seek God's wisdom and guidance for 
FBC.   If you have any questions or comments, 
please feel free to speak with Pastor Jason or 
members of the Leadership Team.  Leadership 
Team members are:  Gary Cook, Grace Holiday, 
Austin Beard, Robin Moore, Carl Fahlstrom, and 
Bobbi Miller.

Leadership Team 
Meeting Report

Robin Moore, Secretary/Treasurer



Events This 
Month 

Christmas Blessing 
Wednesday, Dec. 5 @ 6pm 
Fellowship Hall at FBC 

Dinner & Caroling 
Wednesday, Dec. 12 @ 5pm 
Elizabeth Wickland’s Home  
(335 Clifden) 

Kids Christmas Program 
Sunday, Dec. 16 during 
Worship 

Christmas Eve Service 
Monday, Dec. 24 @ 6pm 

Upcoming 
Mission Projects 
Mitten Tree 
We are currently collecting 
mittens and gloves for students 
in the Head Start Program, so 
please help contribute to this 
awesome cause. Mittens and 
gloves should be for 3-5 year 
old kids and we need to collect 
over 100 pairs! 

Angel Tree 
Last year we tried a new 
Christmas mission project by 
contributing to the Salvation 
Army’s Angel Tree project. We 
adopted and provided for 
families both individually and 
collectively, and will plan to 
participate in this fantastic 
service opportunity again this 
year.

WOMEN’S  
MINISTRIES

Join Us For Our Annual Christmas Blessing 
Wednesday, December 5 at 6pm 

This event for women in our church and community is always a 
fantastic, festive way to ring in the Christmas season! Join the 
ladies of our church for a night of food, special music, and a 
devotional thought. Bring a hot or cold salad to share…and 

bring a friend as well! 

Pat Newby

A Note from Phyllis
To my friends at First Baptist, 

I am thankful for my church family and  
wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving! 

Love, Phyllis

Another notice: All-Church Christmas Caroling on 
Wednesday, December 12. We’ll meet for soup supper at Leif & 
Elizabeth Wickland’s home at 5:00pm and sing out from there! 

Please let Pat Newby (pnewby@littleappletech.com or 586-2804) 
know of those you’d like for us to serenade. 

mailto:pnewby@littleappletech.com
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