
You Can’t Railroad Revival
I’ve been pretty transparent, throughout my 
four years as your pastor, about our need to 
grow and my self-doubt about my ability to 
help make that happen. On my good days, I 
trust that God is the One who will grow our 
church if He wants it to grow. But on too many 
days, I put unneeded pressure on myself to 
make this happen—to somehow conjure up 
growth through my own relational skills and 
determination.  
It’s a constant battle. I want our church to grow 
to sustainability. And I certainly want God’s 
kingdom to grow and for more people to 
experience the good news of Jesus. But I too 
of ten behave and think as if i t ’s my 
responsibility to change people’s hearts and 
get them through our doors. I need to be 
reminded often that all we can do is plant the 
seeds—and that God is ultimately responsible 
for growth. 
And praise God that He is faithful to keep 
reminding me of this truth. The most recent 
reminder came in the form of a Facebook post 
from David Fitch, a professor at Northern 
Seminary in Chicago. Fitch said this:  
	 “Pastors must resist the temptation to make 	
	 a 'revival' happen in a congregation. We 	 	
	 cannot control the Spirit. All we can do is 	 	
	 listen to, discern, follow the Spirit's 		 	
	 movements as best we can, cultivate 	 	
	 spaces, open spaces for the Spirit to work, 	
	 and then get out of the way.” 

How fantastic is that?! It is not my responsibility 
(or any of our) to create revival. We can’t 
force people through the doors. We can’t twist 
the Spirit’s arm. We can’t manipulate or 
manufacture spirituality. All we can do is pray, 
reflect, be guided by God’s Spirit, make spaces 
for God to operate, and then set aside our 
own agendas and efforts and let God do His 
thing. 

We are not responsible for church growth or 
discipleship or spiritual maturity. I’m not either. 
We have a role to play, sure. We can work 
with God to bring about all these things. We 
can be catalysts of Kingdom growth, curating 
discipleship through creating healthy ministry. 
But at a certain point, our efforts are futile if 
God is not on board. We must simply step out 
of the way and faithfully trust that God is at 
work and will bless what is meant to be blessed 
and let die what is supposed to die.  

We are ultimately not in control—which is 
terribly hard to admit. But if we can get to the 
point of surrendering our power and desire, 
allowing our all-powerful God to see His 
desires to fulfillment, we will be amazed at 
what God can and will accomplish in and 
through our church for the sake of God’s 
Kingdom. 

Pastor Jason



Christ the King 
“Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from 

David—that is my gospel….” (2 Timothy 2:8) 

November 24 is “Christ the King” Sunday in this year’s liturgical calendar, the final Sunday 
of the liturgical year. Everything in the church’s yearly calendar has been pointing and 
leading us toward the proclamation of this Sunday: that Jesus is King of kings, Lord of lords, 
and reigns over all creation. This special Sunday in November is the church’s affirmation that 
the King Jesus Gospel we have been studying together for the past couple of months is the 
same as the church’s gospel proclamation: Jesus is Lord of all. 

Lesson 6 in our Following King Jesus study asked “How do we create a gospel culture?” 
Because culture is basically a collection of stories we tell about who we are—stories that, in 
fact, tell us who we are as individuals and as a people—then creating a gospel culture 
requires remembering and retelling and re-enacting the gospel story of “Jesus Christ, raised 
from the dead, descended from David.” Creating a gospel culture is, as we sing, telling the 
story of Jesus, writing on our hearts every word, sweetest story that ever was heard. That 
retelling and remembering is what the church’s calendar is designed to do. It is designed to 
help us remember who Jesus is and who we, his people, are by retelling the story of Jesus 
every year, beginning “with Advent, then Christmas, then Epiphany, then After Epiphany, 
then Lent, then the Great Triduum (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Paschal Vigil on 
Saturday evening), then Easter, and then After Pentecost—with Ordinary Time shaping the 
calendar until Advent,” when we begin again at the beginning.  

That retelling and remembering includes all the creations, stories, prayers, poems, histories, 
biographies, prophecies, sermons, meals, travels, journeys, epiphanies, revelations, 
blessings, curses, sacrifices, rituals, exiles, exoduses, martyrs, testimonies, miracles, signs, 
wonders, resurrections, and new creations recorded in the Bible. It requires all those culture-
making stories because Jesus is the fulfillment of all of them. He is the once, present, and 
future King who has and is reestablishing God’s Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. That is 
what we proclaim on Christ the King Sunday. And then we begin again at the beginning.  

May we be gospel culture-makers. May we always, in every circumstance, remember the 
gospel, “remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David.” May we 
make our gospel culture out of nothing less and nothing more. 

Cook’s Corner

Gary Cook



CHILDREN’S  
MINISTRIES

Mandy Bowker

In Sunday School, we have been learning the books of the Bible 
and a little bit about each one. We are through the Old Testament 
and have just begun the New Testament. There are a small group 
of kids attending Sunday School, but they are excited about all we 
have been learning. During the months of November and 
December, we will take a break from our curriculum and instead 
be working on the Christmas program as well as engaging with the 
Advent Conspiracy Curriculum. A big “thank you” to Linnea Skoog 
for helping me with Sunday School this semester! 

The children will rehearse this year’s Christmas program 
“Shepherds, Sheep and a Savior” during the Sunday School hour 
starting in November. The program will be presented during the 
worship service on Sunday, December 15th. Please bring your kids 
for this fun time of celebration through drama and song. In 
addition to the Christmas program, we will be spending a short 
amount of time each week talking about the Advent themes: 
Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More, and Love All. I’m excited to 
hear the valued thoughts of our kids as we reclaim the beauty, 
peace, and mystery of the advent season. 

Godly Play continues to be a vital part of our children’s ministry 
and the kids are exploring a few more of Jesus’s parables during 
the month of November. November 24 marks the beginning of 
advent in Godly Play and our stories show the journey to 
Bethlehem through the eyes of each character as we prepare to 
meet the Christ Child.   

We continue to search for a childcare worker to help with our 
littlest ones each Sunday, but I’m hopefully that by the time I write this article for December, God 
will have sent a a gifted person to assist with this important ministry. If you know of anyone that 
might be interested, please talk with Jason or Mandy. 

Please continue to be in prayer for our kids and the leaders that serve them in these various 
capacities. We are so fortunate to have such a vibrant children’s ministry and such dedicated adults 
to mold these young lives.  

Blessings! 

WHAT’S 
COMING 

THIS SEASON 
Children’s Ministry 
Our kids are currently 
rehearsing for the Children’s 
Christmas Program which will 
be held on Sunday, 
December 15. 

Small Groups 
Our Small Groups seem to 
be going well, with most of 
our members engaged in 
hearty conversations about 
Jesus and his gospel each 
week. 

Future Sermon Series 
Now that we’ve finished our 
journey through Leviticus, 
Pastor Jason is planning for a 
month of randomness in 
November—No Theme 
November—followed by an 
Advent sermon series from 
the book and movement 
“Advent Conspiracy.” There 
will be more information to 
come, but you can do your 
own research at 
adventconspiracy.org.

http://adventconspiracy.org
http://adventconspiracy.org


Due to schedule conflicts and weather 
conditions, the Leadership Team did not 
meet in October, but they reviewed the First 
Baptist Church (FBC) September financial 
report and other business via an email 
posting. The Non-Designated General Fund 
balance was $98,146 as of 9/30/19. The 
Pledge & Plate giving for September was 
$6,199 (including the 5th Sunday offering 
on 9/29/19). September expenses 
(General Fund + Escrow Fund contribution) 
were $3,739 (no Senior Pastor). The 
September expenses including the Senior 
Pastor were $9,332. 

The third quarter contribution to 
Mission Northwest ($375) was paid from 
the Escrow Fund in September. Also, the 
third quarter International Ministries' 
donation of $150 was paid in September 
and designated to Jae Stockton from 
Billings. Jae has visited First Baptist Church 
several times and has been assigned to 
missionary work in Mexico. The fall 
payment for property and liability insurance 
($4,313) was made from the Escrow Fund in 
September as well. 

The FBC-American Baptist Foundation 
(ABF) Endowment Fund balance was 
$327,164 as of 9/30/19. The Leadership 
Development Fund balance was $4,521 as 
of 9/30/19. 

The Leadership Team decided to move 
our monthly meeting to the first Thursday of 
each month. The next meeting will be 
Thursday, November 7. We will spend a 
good portion of the meeting discussing the 

2020 budget. The team will present a 
budget proposal at the church potluck on 
Sunday, November 17. Please plan to 
attend.  

We appreciate your prayers. Please 
remember to pray for Pastor Jason and his 
family. Thank God for the many ways that 
he provides for our church. Ask God to give 
the Leadership Team wisdom as we make 
decisions about the church budget. Pray 
that we will be good stewards of all that He 
has given to our church. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact Pastor 
Jason or a member of the Leadership Team.  

Leadership Team Report
Bobbi Miller, Secretary // Robin Moore, Treasurer

Join us on Saturday, 
December 7



	 Our major event for during this time of the 
year is our annual Christmas Blessing. Ladies, 
join us for this yearly, fantastic night of worship 
and celebration — a beautiful evening of food, 
music, and spirituality as we ring in the 
Christmas season. Bring a hot or cold salad to 
share, a plate of Christmas treats, and join us 
for a night of fun and festivities. Invite your 
friends and family!

Major Events  
in November & 

December 
Potluck & Budget 

Meeting after Worship 
Sunday, November 17  

after Worship 

Downtown 
Thanksgiving Service 

Wednesday, November 27 
at 5:30pm at First 

Presbyterian Church 

Christmas Blessing 
Wednesday, December 4 

at 6pm 

Christmas Stroll After 
Party 

Saturday, December 7 at 
6pm 

Children’s Christmas 
Program 

Sunday, December 15 
during worship 

Dinner & Christmas 
Caroling 

Wednesday, December 18 
at 5pm 

Christmas Eve 
Candelight Service 

Tuesday, December 24 at 
6pm

WOMEN’S  
MINISTRIES
Pat Newby
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