
A Season of Gratitude
As a father of two little ones, I know full-well that 

gratitude doesn’t come easy in our culture. Mandy 
and I are constantly trying to help our girls cultivate a 
spirit of thankfulness, but it hasn’t come easy. They 
aren’t spoiled, entitled kids by any stretch, but it’s still 
been difficult to foster in them a grateful spirit. 

I probably shouldn’t be 
surprised, however, because 
we, as adults, don’t do a 
very good job at being 
thankful either. We get busy 
with our lives and fail to 
n o t i c e t h e s m a l l , y e t 
s igni f icant, graces and 
blessings that God offers 
each day. We don’t notice 
that beautiful sunrise that 
G o d p r e p a r e s e a c h 
morning. We don’t fully 
h e a r t h a t w o r d o f 
encouragement f rom a 
friend. We don’t recognize 
the kindness of a stranger. 

Or, perhaps, our pride 
and individualism get in the 
way of a spirit of gratitude. Instead of humbly 
receiving the blessings of our lives, we trick ourselves 
into thinking we’ve somehow earned that favor. We 
take credit for that which, if we paused to reflect, is 
most-certainly a result of God’s work in our lives. And 
sometimes we even take credit for the fulfillment of 
our own prayer requests—not acknowledging God’s 

answering of those prayers through an attitude of 
thankfulness. 

Which is why I love the month of November. 

Each year, at this time, we are offered the 
opportunity to slow down, reflect on the goodness 

and blessing of life, and be 
thankful for God’s presence and 
p r ov i s i o n . O f c o u r s e t h e 
Thanksgiving holiday at the end 
of the month is an easy day to be 
thankful, but really, the whole 
month has become one of 
thankfulness. I love seeing my 
social media feeds littered with 
thankfulness activities during this 
month. November is a gift. 

So, this November—a month that 
can tempt us to ramp up the 
energy of the holiday season too 
early—may we take the time and 
space to sit, breath, think, and 
pray. And may this slowed rhythm 
lead us into a spirit of gratitude. 
Look around, not ice God’s 

presence and goodness, and then thank Him for his 
unending graces. Take the time to look your family, 
friends, and neighbors in the face and thank them for 
being in your life. Pay attention to your life and be 
grateful. 
     

   Grace & Peace, Pastor Jason



The Prophetic  
Imagination 

“It’s what you fail to imagine that kills you.”   
Michael Lewis, The Fifth Risk 

Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann has written two books that have significantly influenced the way I read the 
Bible. The first of these is The Prophetic Imagination, published in 1978. I didn’t read it until later, and at the time I read it I 
thought it was a good book. But I had read it hastily. I knew the book deserved more attention, but I moved on, intending 
someday to return to the book and give Brueggemann the careful reading he deserved. 

That “someday” came a few weeks ago. As I was selecting books to take with me on my recent trip to Oklahoma, I 
thought again of The Prophetic Imagination. In the midst of our twelve-week reading and preaching tour of the minor 
prophets, it seemed a good time to revisit the book. And it was. In this context, the book came alive for me. This time I found 
the book not just good, but brilliant. 

Beginning with Moses and continuing through Jesus, Brueggemann demonstrates that the prophetic project is always two-fold. 

First, the prophet of God must, through word and deed, encourage people to imagine that the given kingdom or nation in 
which we live—perhaps the only kingdom that we have ever known—will die, and that God will be the executioner. This seems 
an impossible task, and it takes all the passion and creativity and anguish the prophet can muster to communicate it. The 
given kingdom, no matter how unjust or unrighteous, seems so total, so powerful, so enduring, that it is almost impossible to 
imagine that it could be dismantled, or that God would even want to dismantle it. The economic, social, political, and religious 
ways of life in our given kingdom—or nation, or empire—seem to us so natural, so logical, so God-ordained, that the kingdom 
must surely be permanent, eternal. Even though we may quarrel with it and desire to reform it, we still cannot imagine the 
nation not existing. 

If you think it was hard for the people of Jerusalem or Samaria or Nineveh, try to imagine a prophet today proclaiming 
that the United States of America will be dismantled by God because we, as a people and a nation, have been unjust, 
unmerciful, and arrogant. (A prophet would enumerate clear, unmistakable examples of our injustice and pride.) Doubtless 
we would reply, “Surely God is on our side. Our nation cannot die. All we need is to change parties, or change congress, or 
change presidents, or change the courts, or change the constitution, and then we will endure.” But such changes are merely 
moving around game pieces, not changing the game.  

Changing the game. That is the second part of the two-fold prophetic project: imagining that God can and will create 
something completely new, just, and righteous, after the old unjust and unrighteous kingdom has been dismantled. Not just a 
reordering of the game pieces of empire, not just a new king, or a new government in the old worldly mode, but a completely 
new king in a completely new kingdom, a king so unlike the kings Samuel describes (1 Samuel 8) as to be unrecognizable as 
a king without prophetic imagination. Imagine the kingdom of God! Imagine King Jesus! 

Imagining God’s judgment of what is. Imagining God’s merciful creation of the new. That is the two-fold task of prophetic 
imagination. Add to that the call to submit to this God who judges the old and the creates the new, the faithful God of 
judgment and grace. Such prophetic imagination is, it seems to me, also the task of all of scripture. That’s why 
Brueggemann’s book has been so influential for me. It has given me a new framework to employ as I read and interpret all of 
scripture, not just the prophets. 

Even today (especially today?) we desperately need this biblical, prophetic imagination, because, as Michael Lewis 
wrote, “It’s what you fail to imagine that kills you.” 

So, here’s an idea. Does anyone want to read The Prophetic Imagination with me sometime? Let me know. I’d love to 
lead a book group sometime this fall or winter. It would be an excellent complement to the minor prophets, or even advent. 

Oh, yeah. The second Brueggemann book that has influenced my reading of the Bible is The Message of the Psalms. But 
that’s another essay. 

Cook’s  
Corner

Gary Cook



WHAT’S NEW 
THIS FALL 

Children’s Sunday School 
For the first time in a long time…
we have Sunday School for our 
kids! Join us at 9:15am on Sunday 
mornings for singing, prayer, 
scripture stories, and activity time. 

College Ministry 
Praise God that we have college 
students at our church! They are 
meeting at Jason’s house (1003 
Mountain Ash) on Tuesday nights 
at 6:30pm for dinner and study. 

Men’s Bible Study 
Thanks to Ken Mottram and Ed 
Schmitt for initiating and leading 
our new men’s bible study. They 
meet on Tuesday nights at 7pm at 
Barnes and Noble. 

Minor Prophets Sermon Series 
Each Sunday for the next few 
months we’ll be exploring one of 
the 12 minor prophets of the Old 
Testament. You’re invited to be 
reading along with us as well. 
Look for a reading plan in the 
sanctuary or online. 

Year Two of Godly Play 
Our second year of Godly Play 
kicked off in September and we 
couldn’t be more excited that our 
kids are learning to worship and 
growing in their faith through this 
incredible program.

CHILDREN’S  
MINISTRIES

Mandy Bowker

Jonah (Jim) w/ the Sailors!Micah (Austin) Teaching 

Our Kids

Over the past couple of months, Eva Wendall has led our kids for Sunday 
School hour as they have explored the minor prophets in tandem with our 
sermon series. The kids have been visited each week by a different prophet and 
have been memorizing verses from each book. A very big “thank you” to all 
who have helped with that important ministry! 

The children will rehearse this year’s Christmas program “For the Glory of 
the King” during the Sunday School hour starting in November. The program 
will be presented during the worship service on Sunday, December 16th.  

Godly Play continues to be a vital part of our children’s ministry and the 
kids are exploring the Exodus, learning about the temple, and engaging with 
old testament stories for the month of November. December marks the 
beginning of advent and our godly play stories show the journey to Bethlehem 
through the eyes of each character as we prepare to meet the Christ Child.   

We are so thankful that God brought Tiffany Miller back to us to serve as 
our childcare worker. Tiffany spent a couple of years in Taiwan and is now back 
in Bozeman and we are so lucky to have her at FBC! 

Please continue to be in prayer for our kids and the leaders that serve them 
in these various capacities. We are so fortunate to have such a vibrant 
children’s ministry and such dedicated adults to mold these young lives.  



The Leadership Team reviewed the First Baptist Church 
(FBC) financial report for September at our meeting on 
October 3.  The Non-Designated General Fund balance was 
$78,700 as of 9/30/18.  The Pledge & Plate giving for 
September was $6,125 (does not include the fifth Sunday 
offering on 9/30).  September expenses (General Fund + 
Escrow Fund contribution) were $3,384 (No Sr. Pastor).  The 
September Pledge & Plate giving covered these monthly 
expenses.  The September expenses including the Sr. Pastor 
were $7,735. 

The next American Baptist Churches (ABC) special 
offering will be the Retired Ministers & Missionaries Offering 
(RMMO) which we will be collecting in November and 
December.  In September we collected $100 for The Rock 
Youth Center and $120 for College Group Meals.  The third 
quarter donations to the ABC Northwest Region ($375) and 
to International Ministries ($150) were paid from the Escrow 
Fund in October.  The $150 for missionary support was 
designated to Jae Stockton of Billings who is training for 
ministry in Mexico. 

FBC fall ministry programs are underway.  The new 
Children's Sunday School program is off to a good start.  
The kids are following Pastor Jason's sermon schedule on the 
Minor Prophets with a visit by a prophet each Sunday 
morning.  The presentations have been lots of fun and have 
involved a number of different individuals, each playing the 
role of one of the various prophets.  Godly Play continues 
downstairs during the worship service for children ages 4-10.  
The kids will begin practicing in November for the annual 
Christmas program to be held on Sunday, 12/16.  The 
various small group ministries are also underway and going 
well.  If you are interested in joining one of these small 
groups, there is information available on the back table in 
the sanctuary. 

FBC hosted two families with the Family Promise 
program during the week of 9/30-10/7.  This was our last 
week to host for the year; our next hosting opportunity will 
be in January.  We need to train another Family Promise 
coordinator to help Grace Holiday who has been our 
coordinator for a number of years.  If you would be 
interested in learning more about organizing our Family 
Promise hosting week, please speak with Grace.  She would 
be happy to have some help with this worthwhile ministry. 

After a month for prayer and reflection, the Leadership 
Team once again discussed possible future mission directions 
for FBC.  What might God be saying to us as a 
congregation?  What is the path God wants us to follow?  

T h e d i s c u s s i o n 
centered around the 
possible idea of the 
c h u r c h h a v i n g a 
service component as 
caretaker for our congregation's needs, especially our 
Senior Citizens, and then perhaps branching out to help 
others as we become aware of needs.  However, in order to 
know what the needs are, people must feel comfortable 
enough to ask for help and in an organized way so those 
who are best equipped can offer assistance.  To that end it is 
important for all of us to continue to build and deepen 
relationships with each other, forming friendships where we 
feel free to ask for help.  Let us all continue to pray for a 
heightened awareness of God's voice in the coming months 
as we try to discern what missional path FBC should follow. 

The Leadership Team also spent time discussing what it 
means to be a healthy church or a "successful" church and 
how one measures "success."  There are different ways to 
measure success, and it was felt that FBC has been successful 
in various ways over the past several years.  The church has 
been successful in numerical growth as compared with the 
regular attendance of three years ago, but it has also been 
successful in ways that are less quantifiable.  There seems to 
be a spark, a spirit of enthusiasm, a dynamic situation of 
energy and growth.  People seem to like the church and 
want to be here.  We need to nurture this spirit and energy 
by encouraging the building of deeper relationships with 
people in our lives and developing an even deeper sense of 
compassion and caring for others, both within the church 
and outside the church.  Perhaps if we all make a concerted 
effort in this, we will be led to where God wants us to be. 

Remember to keep Pastor Jason and his family, the 
church, and The Rock Youth Center in your daily prayers.  
Pray that the Lord will help to meet our needs and that we 
will be a faithful church in all that we do.  Ask God for 
guidance and insight into what missional path FBC should 
follow.  Praise God for His many blessings, which include the 
new friends who have joined us on mission and who willingly 
share their diverse gifts with the church and the community.  
Also pray for your Leadership Team as they seek God's 
wisdom and guidance for FBC.  If you have any questions or 
comments, please feel free to speak with Pastor Jason or 
members of the Leadership Team.  Leadership Team 
members are:  Gary Cook, Grace Holiday, Austin Beard, 
Robin Moore, Carl Fahlstrom, and Bobbi Miller. 

Leadership Team 
Meeting Report

Robin Moore, Secretary



Events This Fall 
Christmas Stroll 
On Saturday, December 1, we’ll 
plan to meet at the church at 
4:15pm for the annual Christmas 
Stroll. We’ll all march downtown 
with Santa and enjoy this festive 
community event. And once we’re 
sufficiently cold and tired, we’ll all 
reconvene in the church basement  
at 6pm for chili, hot cocoa, and 
b o a r d g a m e s . M a r k yo u r 
calendars & plan to join us. 

Kids Christmas Program 
On Sunday, December 16, our 
kids will lead us in worship of our 
newborn k ing t h rough our 
Children’s Christmas Program. 
Rehearsals for this exciting event 
will happen during Sunday School 
beginning in November. 

Upcoming Mission 
Projects 

Mitten Tree 
Be watching for more information 
about our annual Mitten Tree 
project. We’ll be collecting mittens 
and gloves for students in the 
Head Start Program, so plan to 
contribute to this awesome cause. 

Angel Tree 
Las t year we t r i ed a new 
Christmas mission project by 
contributing to the Salvation 
Army’s Angel Tree project. We 
adopted and provided for families 
both individually and collectively, 
and will plan to participate in this 
fantastic service opportunity again 
this year.

WOMEN’S  
MINISTRIES

How exciting Ladies!!  WE ARE HOSTING A STATEWIDE 
WOMEN’S RETREAT-Nov. 9-10, Fri. & Sat. 

Our planning crew is Mandy Bowker, Elizabeth Wickland, Bobbi Miller, 
Grace Holiday and Pat Newby.  We are thrilled to offer  FINDING YOUR 
WAY TO GOD.  This is a compelling opportunity to find your true worship, 
praise and prayer style.  The purpose of our retreat is to draw women into a 
closer relationship with our Father in the midst of our busy lives.  Plan to 
attend this dynamic event.  We have some needs:  We are offering homes to 
house our attendees.  Can you offer a bed?  Please call our church office at 
586-6743. 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 
Friday & Saturday  |  November 9-10, 2018 

	 Yes!  How exciting to be hosting ladies statewide to our church 
for a weekend of FINDING YOUR WAY TO GOD! I’m hoping we 
can help in offering our homes for one night (Fri. Nov.9th). A 
wonderful way of getting to know other ladies and share our 
stories of life with Jesus. Find more info and register for this great 
event on the FBC website. 

Pat Newby


