
When a Couch is Actually a Doorway
As I sit quietly on a cold, dark Saturday 
afternoon, I’m reflective about our Service 
Saturday this morning. So much great work was 
accomplished that you’ll most-likely hear about in 
the coming days and weeks, but I wanted to 
share a quick story with you from the team I was 
serving with this morning: the furniture movers. 

A group of six of us spent the 
morning picking up donated 
furniture and delivering it to 
folks around the Valley. We put 
some miles on our vehicles and 
some stress on our backs, but 
we had a great time serving 
our neighbors and getting to 
know each other better. 

Now, it would be tempting to 
think that we weren’t really 
doing much for the kingdom. I 
mean, come on, all we did was pass out couches, 
beds, and dressers. That’s certainly not true, 
though, as meeting tangible, practical needs is 
kingdom ministry as well. 

But the most astounding thing about our mission 
work this morning is what happened as we 
delivered furniture around the Valley—we were 
able to engage with people and speak blessing 
into their lives. The delivery of furniture had 
opened the door for us to meet some people we 
normally wouldn’t have met and to be present in 
people’s lives. And at our final delivery, that  

happened in a massive way. 

As we pulled up to our final house, got out of the 
truck, and began to unload the furniture, we 
realized that our recipient was outside her house 
talking on the phone—and it was not going well. 
She was screaming loudly and crying profusely, 
so we patiently waited for her call to end. 

Come to find out, this woman was 
the mother that recently lost her 
five-year-old child in a drowning 
accident at Hyalite. She was 
obviously still raw, emotional, and 
suffering greatly, and was not 
afraid to vulnerably tell us of her 
pain. She apologized multiple 
times for snapping at us in anger, 
but our team continually offered 
her love and acceptance and 
reminded her that it’s okay to 

grieve. We were an encouraging presence of 
grace and love to her in the midst of suffering 
and loss, and she displayed her gratitude 
through hugging me about four times in the 5-10 
minutes we were together. 

It was a beautiful moment of love, compassion, 
patience, and kindness. I was proud to be a 
pastor this morning. 

Pastor Jason



	 Our first Coffee Café was a fun time 
of learning more about each other and enjoying 
fellowship together. The next Coffee Café will be 

on Saturday, October 26th at 10am to discuss Corrie Ten Boom’s “The Hiding 
Place”. We hope you will join us for this inspiring story of courage in the face 

o f d a r k n e s s . 
Talk with Mandy 
if you need help 
locating a book. 

	 The Fall Women’s Retreat will be 
November 1st and 2nd in Livingston. The 
theme is “Fully Known and Fully Loved” with 
speaker Tammi Reanier. Cost is $40 if you 
register before October 20th. Talk to Mandy 
if you need a registration form. This is 
always a great time of fellowship with 
women from around the state. 

	 Our Fall children’s ministry program is off to a great start. We have six 
children regularly attending our Godly Play program and they love the new 
stories of Jesus and his ministry on earth. Special thanks to our Godly Play 
storytellers: Bobbi Miller, Sarah Hale, Jim Johnson, and Jana Peterson as 
well as all of our doorkeepers. Elizabeth Wickland has also worked tirelessly 
on this new program and we are so thankful for her organization and leadership 
for our little ones. This month they are learning about Jesus healing, hanging out 
with tax collectors, and calling his 12 disciples. 

	 There are five children regularly attending kids Sunday School and we are rapidly learning all of the 
books of the Bible, including some content of each one. They can name 22 books of the Bible so far and in 
no time we will share with the congregation all 66. We would love to have more children join us on Sunday 
mornings at 9:15, so invite your friends! 

	 As of yet, we have not filled our open childcare position, so if you know of anyone that loves working 
with kids and doesn’t already have a church they attend on Sunday mornings, we would love to have them 
join us. Talk to Jason or Mandy if you have someone in mind. 

	 We will begin practice for our Christmas program the first part of November, so mark your calendars for 
another fun Christmas musical. Please continue to pray that God will bring more young families to our 
church to experience the love of God and the beauty of our small community. Blessings!   

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Mandy Bowker

WOMEN’S  
MINISTRIES
Pat Newby



	 The Leadership Team reviewed the First 
Baptist Church (FBC) financial report for August 
at our meeting on September 4. The Non-
Designated General Fund balance was 
$102,604 as of 8/30/19. The Pledge & Plate 
giving for August was $5,653. August expenses 
(General Fund + Escrow Fund contribution) were 
$3,764 (no Senior Pastor). The August expenses 
including Senior Pastor were $11,279. The FBC-
American Baptist Foundation (ABF) Endowment 
Fund balance was $323,147 as of 9/16/19. The 
Leadership Development Fund balance was 
$4,465 as of 9/16/19.  

	 FBC will be hosting Family Promise October 
6-13th and again December 1-8th. This is a 
wonderful ministry that provides meals and 
lodging for homeless families. Please talk to 
Grace Holiday if you are interested in finding 
ways that you can help serve this ministry.  

	 Sunday, September 8th was Kickoff Sunday 
for our Fall programs. Thanks to the help of 
several volunteers, we will start a new series of 
stories in the Godly Play program. Our 
Children’s Sunday school is meeting at 9:15 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall. This year they are 
working with Mandy Bowker and Linnea Skoog 
to learn the books of the Bible and a summary of 
each one. The Teen Group is meeting upstairs in 
the Youth Room and are working through the 
Following King Jesus book. The Adult Sunday 
School group is meeting at 9:15 a.m. in the 
sanctuary. They are starting the year discussing 
Dallas Willard’s book, The Spirit of the 
Disciplines. Small groups are also underway. 
There are a variety of groups meeting 
throughout the week. If you are not currently 
involved in a small group, there are signup 
sheets at the back of the sanctuary.  

	 During the last two Leadership meetings, the 
Leadership Team has spent time discussing 
various maintenance issues around the church. A 

maintenance team has been formed and has 
already had two meetings. The team put 
together a list of items that need repaired, an 
ongoing maintenance list, Fall shut down list, and 
a Spring start-up list. In addition, they worked to 
develop a plan to address ongoing maintenance 
items.  

	 We appreciate your prayers and support. 
Please remember to pray for Pastor Jason and 
his family. Pray that we will be a church that is 
faithful to Christ’s call to serve and love those 
around us. Thank God for the growing number 
of visitors we have had walk in our doors and 
ask him to give us creative ways to welcome 
them back. Ask God to give us eyes to recognize 
the needs of our neighbors and a willingness to 
meet those needs. Pray for the leadership team 
as we seek God’s will for FBC. Praise God for 
the many ways he provides for our church. If you 
have questions  
or concerns, 
please contact 
Pastor Jason 
or a member 
of the 
Leadership 
Team. The 
Leadership 
Team 
includes: 
Robin Moore, 
Gary Cook, 
Austin Beard, 
Carl 
Fahlstrom, 
Elizabeth 
Wickland, 
and Bobbi 
Miller. 

Leadership Team Report
Bobbi Miller, Secretary // Robin Moore, Treasurer

Major Events  
This Month 
Family Promise at 

FBC 
Sunday, October 6 
through October 13  

Newcomers Lunch 
Sunday, October 13  

after Worship 

Women’s Ministry 
Book Discussion 

October 26 @ 10am
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