
A Few Thoughts on Sharing
There are a couple conversations I’ve had 

recently that are bouncing around in my brain…and 
I’m beginning to wonder if they’re related. 

First, at our small group a few weeks ago, we 
talked about sharing our lives and our stories with 
one another. And really, to be more exact, we talked 
about our hesitancy to do so. We, as a culture, don’t 
readily open up. We aren’t quick to be vulnerable 
and honest about our difficulties and our struggles. 
We don’t often ask for help and we hate to 
inconvenience someone. 

And then, at College Group this week, we talked 
about evangelism—about sharing our faith with those 
who don’t know or understand the good news of 
Jesus. And most of us around the circle, myself 
included, had to admit that we don’t share our faith 
often. Evangelism is one of those elements of faith 
that we know to be incredibly important, but easily 
neglect, nonetheless. It can be awkward. We don’t 
know what to say. We worry about how we’ll be 
received. So, we just don’t do it. We stay silent. 

But here’s where I think these two conversations 
intersect: if evangelism is best done through personal, 
intimate relationships where we share our stories of 
faith with others…and if we, as a culture, avoid 

vulnerability and openness like the plague…then no 
wonder we don’t talk about our faith often and 
freely. Evangelism asks us to do the very thing we 
hate to do—bare our soul and tell our story—so no 
wonder we actively avoid this task.  

So, briefly, I’m inviting us to kill two birds with 
one stone. We talk often at our church about the 
importance of vulnerability—the core value of 
knowing one another and being known. And if we 
want to seriously follow Jesus then we must commit to 
sharing his good news with the world. So, I’m inviting 
us to see that those two things can happen 
simultaneously. May we have the courage to willingly 
and freely open our lives up to those around us—
those both in our church and out in the world—and 
may our openness and vulnerability serve as an 
opportunity to tell of the powerful and liberating 
presence of Jesus in our lives. May our openness, 
honesty, and vulnerability also be our best 
evangelism tool—a way to boldly declare that we 
worship a God who has met, and continues to meet, 
us in the midst of our pain and struggle and offer us 
the joy of His salvation. 

	 	 	 	 Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Jason



WHAT’S NEW 
THIS FALL 

Children’s Sunday School 
For the first time in a long time…
we have Sunday School for our 
kids! Join us at 9:15am on Sunday 
mornings for singing, prayer, 
scripture stories, and activity time. 

College Ministry 
Praise God that we have college 
students at our church! They are 
meeting at Jason’s house (1003 
Mountain Ash) on Tuesday nights 
at 6:30pm for dinner and study. 

Men’s Bible Study 
Thanks to Ken Mottram and Ed 
Schmitt for initiating and leading 
our new men’s bible study. They 
meet on Tuesday nights at 7pm at 
Barnes and Noble. 

Minor Prophets Sermon Series 
Each Sunday for the next few 
months we’ll be exploring one of 
the 12 minor prophets of the Old 
Testament. You’re invited to be 
reading along with us as well. 
Look for a reading plan in the 
sanctuary or online. 

Year Two of Godly Play 
Our second year of Godly Play 
kicked off in September and we 
couldn’t be more excited that our 
kids are learning to worship and 
growing in their faith through this 
incredible program.

CHILDREN’S  
MINISTRIES

Mandy Bowker
	 We’re off to a fantastic start with our kids this fall! Eva Wendell 
and Pastor Jason are leading our new Children’s Sunday School. 
Each Sunday includes music, prayer, scripture storytelling, 
scripture memorization, and a game or craft. They are following 
along with our current sermon series on the Minor Prophets, so 
each week a “prophet” comes to visit the kids and tell them all 
about who they are and what their book is about. The guest 
“prophets” have been fantastic at engaging with the kids. Please 
pray for our leaders and children as they embark on this fun, new 
journey. 

	 In November, we will begin rehearsing for our Children’s 
Christmas Program to be held during worship on Sunday, 
December 16. We’ll then start Sunday School again in the new 
year. 

	 We have also begun our second year of Godly Play. We have 
the greatest storytellers and door-keepers and the students are 
once again growing in their faith and learning how to worship.

Bob Moore as “Joel”
Kids Sunday School



The Leadership Team reviewed the First Baptist 
Church (FBC) financial report for August at our meeting 
on September 5.  The Non-Designated General Fund 
balance was $84,977 as of 8/31/18.  The Pledge & 
Plate giving for August was $5,238. August expenses 
(General Fund + Escrow Fund contribution) were 
$3,879 (No Sr. Pastor).  The August Pledge & Plate 
giving covered these monthly expenses.  The August 
expenses including the Sr. Pastor were $9,760. 

The current American Baptist Church (ABC) special 
offering is the World Mission Offering (WMO).  
Informational material and donation envelopes are on 
the back table in the sanctuary. 

FBC will be hosting Family Promise the week of 
9/30 - 10/7. Please speak with Grace Holiday if you 
are interested in helping with this worthwhile ministry to 
homeless families. 

FBC fall ministry programs are underway. Godly 
Play continues downstairs during the worship service at 
10:30 am for children ages 4-10. Our Children's Sunday 
School program meets at 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall 
for children ages 4-12. The kids will begin practicing in 
November for our annual Christmas program to be held 
on Sunday, 12/16. Adult Sunday School continues to 
meet at 9:15 am upstairs in the sanctuary this year.  The 
Youth Sunday School meets at 9:15 am with Gary Cook 
in the upstairs Youth Room.  A variety of small group 
ministry opportunities are also available this fall.  
Information about these groups and sign-up sheets are 
on the back table in the sanctuary. 

Family Camp at Templed Hills was held over the 
Labor Day weekend, 8/31 - 9/3.  Over 100 people 
attended camp that weekend. Gary Cook did a great 
job as the guest speaker. The cooking staff also did a 
wonderful job at keeping everyone filled with delicious 
meals. FBC Bozeman was in charge again this year with 
planning and organizing Family Camp. It was a big 
undertaking for our church, but everything seemed to 
turn out very well. 

At our September meeting, the Leadership Team 
spent a good portion of the time discussing possible 
future ministry directions for FBC and the best ways to 

try to discern what 
t h e s e m i n i s t r i e s 
might be.  Over the 
past ten years or so, 
FBC has considered its involvement with The Rock Youth 
Center as a large facet of our missional involvement 
with the community. However, The Rock is now an 
independent non-profit organization on its own and 
continues, with its Board of Directors, to work towards 
securing financial stability and defining its continuing 
role in serving the Bozeman High School community.  
While FBC continues to be supportive of The Rock and 
the ministry there, and some of the congregation are still 
actively involved there, the Leadership Team has a sense 
that God may be calling FBC into a new season of 
ministry in the community. To help discern what that 
ministry focus might be, the Leadership Team and Pastor 
Jason encourage all of us to prayerfully read the 12 
prophetic books that Pastor Jason will be preaching 
through this fall, asking God for guidance and insight 
into what missional path FBC should follow.  What 
should we as a congregation be doing to love and to 
serve the community around us? Pray for a heightened 
awareness of God's presence and voice at this time, and 
share your thoughts and ideas with the Leadership Team 
and Pastor Jason.  We are all on this journey together, 
and everyone's thoughts are of value. 

Remember to keep Pastor Jason and his family, the 
church, and The Rock Youth Center in your daily 
prayers. Pray that the Lord will help to meet our needs 
and that we will be a faithful church in all that we do.  
Praise God for His many blessings, which include the 
new friends who have joined us on mission and who 
willingly share their diverse gifts with the church and 
community. Also pray for your Leadership Team as they 
seek God's wisdom and guidance for FBC. If you have 
any questions or comments, please feel free to speak 
with Pastor Jason or members of the Leadership Team. 
Leadership Team members are:  Gary Cook, Grace 
Holiday, Austin Beard, Robin Moore, Carl Fahlstrom, 
and Bobbi Miller.

Leadership Team 
Meeting Report

Robin Moore, Secretary



Events This Fall 
Christmas Stroll 
On Saturday, December 1, we’ll 
plan to meet at the church for the 
annual Christmas Stroll. We’ll all 
march downtown with Santa and 
enjoy this festive community event. 
And once we’re sufficiently cold 
and tired, we’ll all reconvene in 
the church basement for hot 
cocoa, snacks, and board games. 
More info to come. Mark your 
calendars. 

Kids Christmas Program 
On Sunday, December 16, our 
kids will lead us in worship of our 
newborn k ing t h rough our 
Children’s Christmas Program. 
Rehearsals for this exciting event 
will happen during Sunday School 
beginning in November. 

Upcoming Mission 
Projects 

Mitten Tree 
Be watching for more information 
about our annual Mitten Tree 
project. We’ll be collecting mittens 
and gloves for students in the 
Head Start Program, so plan to 
contribute to this awesome cause. 

Angel Tree 
Las t year we t r i ed a new 
Christmas mission project by 
contributing to the Salvation 
Army’s Angel Tree project. We 
adopted and provided for families 
both individually and collectively, 
and will plan to participate in this 
fantastic service opportunity again 
this year.

WOMEN’S  
MINISTRIES

ABW Ministries plan to spend time on our mission activities in the 
next months. Our next meeting, Wed. Oct.3 will be at Grace 
Holiday’s home, 4040 Ravalli St. #91. We’ll be preparing for our 
White Cross Mission project. Please join us as our meetings are 
uplifting and FUN! If rides are needed, I will gladly meet you at 
church to provide one. Autumn is a beautiful time of year to 
celebrate our God among us. I am so blessed to be among this 
body of faithful women. 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 
Friday & Saturday  |  November 9-10, 2018 

	 Yes!  How exciting to be hosting ladies statewide to our church 
for a weekend of FINDING YOUR WAY TO GOD! I’m hoping we 
can help in offering our homes for one night (Fri. Nov.9th). A 
wonderful way of getting to know other ladies and share our 
stories of life with Jesus. Find more info and register for this great 
event on the FBC website. 

Pat Newby


