
The Call to ‘Sacred Seeing’
I have a friend from my youth, named Jacqui, who is 
an excellent photographer…I mean FANTASTIC! Her 
photos often inspire me, move me, and leave me 
speechless in their artistry and beauty. Her pictures 
need no commentary—they are brilliant in their 
creativity alone. 

But Jacqui recently shared a meme on social media—
the two photos shown here—with an accompanying 
capt ion for each 
photo. And Jacqui’s 
m e s s a g e i s a n 
excellent and much-
needed reminder of 
something I talk 
about of ten: the 
need fo r be t t e r 
vision…and more 
specifically, the kind 
of vision that can 
s e e t h e s a c r e d 
intertwined within 
the ordinary. 

As Jacqui explained in her post, the location of these 
photos is an ugly, wasted, vacant lot that is scheduled 
to be developed soon. There’s nothing of obvious 
value about this place. There’s nothing overtly 
beautiful to be found there. And yet she found it. 
Jacqui was able to see what most of us would miss. 
She noticed beauty in what would normally go 
unnoticed. She had eyes to see the sacred in the 
mundane. 

And this skill of sacred seeing is the same thing we 
are invited into as followers of Jesus. We are invited 

to notice the beauty and goodness of God all around 
us. We are tasked with seeing the ways in which the 
light of God so subtly breaks through the darkness of 
our world. We are called to witness the sacredness of 
God’s presence in the ordinary places of God’s 
creation. And, most of all, we are invited to see our 
friends, enemies, and neighbors with fresh vision—
through the eyes of God—and to offer them the same 
love and grace that God does. 

So, I offer thanks to my friend for reminding me of the 
need to see differently. May we all be encouraged, 
invited, and challenged to better vision—to see the 
world through the lens of God’s kingdom. May we all 
be able to pick out the sometimes-subtle, yet 
incredibly-profound presence of God all around us. 
And may we have eyes to see the ways in which the 
normally ordinary places of our existence are actually 
teeming with sacredness. May we learn to see well.

Pastor Jason



The Ways of Kings and 
the Way of the King 

Quick: Name the first kings mentioned in the Bible. Drawing a blank? I would.  

Here they are, from Genesis chapter 14: 1) King Amraphel of Shinar, 2) King Arioch of Ellasar, 3) 
King Chedorlaomer of Elam, 4) King Tidal of Goiim, 5) King Bera of Sodom, 6) King Birsha of 
Gomorrah, 7) King Shinab of Admah, 8) King Shemeber of Zeboiim, 9) the king of Bela, and later in 
the same chapter, 10) King Melchizedek of Salem. (My spell-checker is sweating.) 

Now, name the first thing the first kings in the Bible did. They made war, the first war in the Bible. 
Kings 1-5 against kings 6-9, five against four. 

Next, name the second thing these kings did—the victorious kings, that is. The four defeated the five, 
and the victors took people, goods, and provisions as captives and spoils of war. 

At this point in the story, Abram—not a king—intervened. Abram learned that his nephew Lot had 
been taken captive, so along with three allies—also not kings—he rallied his “trained men, born in his 
house, three hundred eighteen of them, and went in pursuit.” He routed the erstwhile victor kings, 
freed Lot along with the other captives, and recovered all the spoils of war. Upon Abram’s return, 
King Melchizedek performed the third act of the kings.  

Actually, Melchizedek is both a king and a priest, so he is perfect for his role. In a Canaanite 
religious ritual which included bread and wine, King-Priest Melchizedek invoked the blessing of 
“God Most High, maker of heaven and earth” on victorious warrior Abram, and then blessed God 
Most High for delivering Abram’s enemies into his hand. He thanked God Most High for the victory, 
thereby sanctifying war as a religious act and making the first war in the Bible the first holy war. 

Then King-Priest Melchizedek took a tenth of the booty from Abram, which is the fourth thing the first 
kings in the Bible did: They divvied up the spoils of holy war. The king of Sodom wanted to give the 
remaining ninety percent of the booty (except for Sodom’s people) to Abram. But Abram—not a king
—would have none of it, and returned it all. 

Such were the ways of the first kings—and most of the rest of the kings—in the Bible: they made war, 
they took people and possessions, they thanked God for being on their side, they enriched 
themselves with the spoils. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever? So it would seem. 
But the good news, the gospel, is that it will not be forever. There is another Way and another King. 
A King who gives life rather than takes it. One who prays for, forgives, and loves enemies rather 
than killing them. King Jesus. 

I’m looking forward to the adventure of Following King Jesus with you this year, to loving God and 
loving people the Way King Jesus commands us. I hope you are looking forward to it, too.  

Cook’s Corner
Gary Cook



CHILDREN’S  
MINISTRIES

Mandy Bowker
The summer has come to a close and we are excited to return to 
our regular Children’s Ministry schedule. Godly Play begins again 
on Sunday, September 8 and we are thrilled that our kids will get 
to experience the 40 new stories that have been created. These 
stories are all focused around the life and ministry of Jesus. Please 
pray that our kids would learn to love Jesus and worship God well. 
And pray for our adult leaders as they shepherd our little ones. 

We are also kicking off our Children’s Sunday School program on 
September 8, with Linnea Skoog helping me lead our children. We 
are using a curriculum that is designed to help kids learn all about 
the books of the Bible—both in name and in content. We are 
excited for our kids to respect and 
love God’s word. 

Also of note, our Childcare 
Worker, Sadie, has taken a new 
job in North Dakota and will be 
leaving us this month. She has 
been a blessing to our church and 
children during her brief time with 
us, so pray that we would be able 
to replace her with someone great. 

WHAT’S 
COMING 
THIS FALL 

Children’s Ministry 
Godly Play & Children’s 
Sunday School will kick-off 
on Sunday, Sept. 8. 

Small Groups 
We will all be learning 
together from the workbook 
‘Following King Jesus’ by 
Scot McKnight. Plan to be a 
part of one of these great 
conversations. 

Future Sermon Series 
We’ll be in our current 
Leviticus sermon series for a 
while longer, but I’m not sure 
what will come after this 
lengthy Old Testament series. 
So, if you have any 
suggestions, I’d be glad to 
hear about what topics and/
or parts of scripture you’d 
like for us to study together. 
Let me know if you have any 
great ideas.

Family  
C 
a 
m 
p



 	 The Leadership Team reviewed the First 
Baptist Church (FBC) financial report for July at 
our meeting on August 7. The Non-Designated 
General Fund balance was $105,673 as of 
7/31/19. This balance includes the $17,500 
transfer from the FBC American Baptist 
Foundation (ABF) Endowment Fund to the FBC 
General Fund on 7/23 to cover Senior Pastor 
expenses for the third quarter. The Pledge & 
Plate giving for July was $6,696 (including the 
fifth Sunday, 6/30, offering) or $5,728 for July 
only. July expenses (General Fund + Escrow 
Fund contribution) were $3,216 (no Senior 
Pastor). The July expenses including the Senior 
Pastor were $12,092. The FBC-ABF Endowment 
Fund balance was $327,208 as of 8/7/19. The 
Leadership Development Fund balance was 
$4,522 as of 8/7/19.  

	 The Children’s Ministry team is continuing to 
work on the new Godly Play stories. There will 
be thirty-four new stories added this year. These 
stories are focused on the life and ministry of 
Jesus. We would like to extend a special thank 
you to all those who have helped cut fabric, 
organize stories, and build the wooden pieces. 
Your time and talents are an amazing gift to our 
children. The Children’s Ministry team is excited 
to start using these stories on September 8th.  

	 We have been blessed with many visitors 
over the summer. The Leadership Team took time 
to discuss and review our visitor follow-up 
procedures. Jason is following up with each 
visitor by letter and/or a phone call. Jason has 
many responsibilities on Sunday. The Leadership 
team discussed looking at ways that we might 
free him up and allow him to be more available 
to our visitors. We also considered asking 
members of the church to make a follow-up call 
and invite visitors to other church events. Please 
be in prayer for how we might best welcome 
guests. If you have any suggestions, please talk 
to a member of the Leadership team.  

	 The Leadership team also discussed how to 
best tackle church maintenance projects. Austin 
Beard has been the primary person overseeing 
all maintenance issues. This is a big project for 
one person. We would like to see more people 
involved and take some of the load off Austin. To 
this end, we scheduled a maintenance meeting 
for anyone interested in helping. The meeting 
will take place after church on September 8th. If 
you have the skills and/or knowledge to help 
with maintenance and repairs, please let Austin 
know. He would appreciate your help.  

	 The Leadership Team had a special meeting 
on 8/14 with Kris Lutton, our ABF representative 
from Pennsylvania and a former FBC member, 
while Kris was in Bozeman on a visit. Kris and 
the Leadership Team discussed planned 
charitable giving opportunities for the 
congregation and ways to effectively 
communicate our vision and goals. In addition, 
we discussed ways to encourage long-term gifts 
to strengthen our financial future through 
endowment funds. This approach represents a 
way of connecting people who care about the 
church to ministries that matter to them. Kris and 
the ABF can provide guidance in this process.  

	 We appreciate your prayers and support. 
Please remember to pray for Pastor Jason and 
his family. Pray that we will be a church that is 
faithful to Christ’s call to serve and love those 
around us. Thank God for the growing number 
of visitors we have had walk in our doors and 
ask him to give us creative ways to welcome 
them back. Ask God to give us eyes to recognize 
the needs of our neighbors and a willingness to 
meet those needs. Thank God for the growing 
number of children we have and ask him to bless 
our children’s ministry. If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact Pastor Jason or a 
member of the Leadership Team. The Leadership 
Team includes: Robin Moore, Gary Cook, Austin 
Beard, Carl Fahlstrom, Elizabeth Wickland, and 
Bobbi Miller.  

Leadership Team Report
Bobbi Miller, Secretary // Robin Moore, Treasurer



Major Events  
This Month 

Maintenance Ministry 
Meeting 

Sunday, September 8  

after Worship 

Templed Hills Camp 
Closing 

September 20-22 

Pastor Jason at 
Leadership Tune Up 

September 27 - October 2

ServicE 
Saturday 

with 
Love 
INC

WOMEN’S  
MINISTRIES

Saturday Morning Coffee Cafe 
September 14 from 10-11am 

“Whoever brings blessing will be enriched and one who waters  
will herself be watered.”  Proverbs 11:25 

A get together for all women! Join us for a great time of coffee, conversation, 
and learning about each other. 

Pat Newby

We’re trying a new thing: Service Saturdays with Love INC. 
Join us on Saturday, October 5 for a morning of serving the 

Bozeman community.  

We’ll gather at the church at 8:30am for a light breakfast and 
to distribute the service projects for the day. And then we’ll 

have the amazing opportunity to serve our Bozeman 
neighbors from 9:30am to 12:30pm, together as a church 

family. Mark your calendars and plan to join us for this 
incredible morning of mission. 
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