
A Season of New Things
We didn’t really intend for it to happen, but this 
summer has proven to be a season of newness—
new things and new places. On vacation in July, 
instead of bee-lining it for North Dakota, we took 
an extra day to drive the Beartooth Highway. 
We had heard so many great things about this 
out-of-the-way destination, but had never seen it 
for ourselves. Boy, were we missing out! That 
place is incredible—like mystical, magical winter 
wonderland in July. Beautiful vistas, ridiculous 
waterfall, and when we crested the top, we truly 
felt like we had wandered into an enchanted 
land. Just fantastic. 

Other first-time adventures on that trip included 
an afternoon in Red Lodge, a brief stint in the 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park, and a hike up 
Pompey’s Pillar near Billings. And now, in just a 
few days, we are heading south for four nights of 
camping near Jackson, WY—our first time 
exploring the Tetons. 

Now, these sorts of new adventures are fun 
ones…few would complain about traveling to a 
new place. But, for me, most new things and 
opportunities get met with skepticism and 
opposition. 

You see, for those of you who don’t know me 
well, I am a bit of a creature of habit. I know 
what I like and stick to what I know. I have one 
meal I eat at each restaurant we frequent. I have 
a certain way that the dishwasher should be 
loaded. My garage is sorted in a particular way. 

I prefer my life to be predictable and I don’t 
often branch out and try new things. 

But, as I’ve mentioned in my sermons the last two 
weeks, our God is constantly doing new things—
reaching out to new people, meeting people in 
new ways, blessing the world through new means
—re-creating a new world, here in the midst of 
our off-kilter one.  

So, as much as it might stretch my nerves and 
take me out of my comfort zone, if I want to be in 
sync with God, I must be willing to do new 
things. To be the people of God and followers of 
Christ is to be willing to adventure with God in 
the new thing God is up to. The missional 
invitation of God will undoubtedly take us to new 
people, places, and perspectives. It will require 
that I meet and love my neighbor. It will insist that 
I engage with people who are not like me. It will 
involve ministering in ways I am not accustomed 
to. 

So, as much as it scares me, will you join me in 
trying to be courageous enough to willingly do 
the new things God is calling us to as a 
community of faith? Let’s be willing to engage 
new people, visit new places, and learn from 
new perspectives. Let’s follow God into our 
world, stride-for-stride, as He partners with us in 
re-creating a new world of peace, justice, and 
love. 

Pastor Jason



A Theological Triangle…
and Not the Good Kind 

I’ve often overlooked a moment in Genesis 3 that now seems as significant as the first bite of 
forbidden fruit. It is the moment the serpent and Eve talk about God. It’s just two creatures talking 
about their Creator. We do it all the time. But their conversation signals a change. For the first time in 
our story, God becomes an object of discussion rather than an active conversation partner. The 
serpent and Eve talk about God rather than conversing with God. The Lord God becomes just God, 
an object of discussion rather than a conversation and covenant partner, a theological idea rather 
than the living God. It is, if you will, the first theological discussion. 

The serpent inserted itself between the Lord God and the woman. The serpent asked Eve, “Did God 
really say ‘You shall not eat of from any tree in the garden?’” Do you wonder why the serpent chose 
to question Eve rather than Adam? I don’t think it was because Eve was a woman. I think it’s 
because Eve, since she had not yet been created, was not present when the Lord God prohibited 
eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Eve didn’t hear the prohibition directly from 
the Lord God. She heard Adam’s version of what the Lord God said. So it is not surprising that Eve’s 
response to the serpent was not exact. She added the “nor shall you touch it” part. Perhaps Adam 
had added that when he told Eve what the Lord God had said. We don’t know. 

But we do know that the serpent, with apparent authority, spoke about God, and told Eve God’s 
reasons for forbidding them to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The serpent, in 
speaking about God, purported to be speaking for God. Eve believed the serpent just enough. The 
conversation ended. You know what happened next. 

What kind of conversation was this? My first thought was to call it “gossip,” but my daughter gave 
me a quick lesson in Anarcho-Feminist Theory about how defining women’s talk as “gossip” has 
been used to shame and delegitimize—even criminalize—women’s voices. So I chose another term: 
triangulation. From Wikipedia: “Triangulation  (in psychology) is a form of splitting in which one 
person manipulates a  relationship  between two parties by controlling communication between 
them.” Exactly what the serpent did. The serpent split Adam and Eve from the Lord God by worming 
its way between them and controlling their communication. We’ve all fallen prey to such 
manipulation. “I just talked to the boss and she told me to tell you….” And so on, ad nauseam. The 
serpent lives. 

What’s to be done? Break the triangle. Get the usurper out of the middle. Invite the object of the 
conversation into the conversation. Change the question from “Did God really say?” to “Did you 
really say?” In Eve’s case perhaps she could have said to the serpent, “I heard it from Adam, so I’m 
not sure what the Lord God really said. He usually walks here in the garden during the evening 
breeze. Stick around and we’ll ask him together.” Because invited or not, the Lord God will rejoin 
the conversation not as an object but as a subject asking uncomfortable questions: Where are you? 
What have you done? Where is your brother? If we don’t break the triangle, the Lord God will. 

Cook’s Corner
Gary Cook



CHILDREN’S  
MINISTRIES

Mandy Bowker
The summer is quickly coming to an end and the children’s ministry 
team is busily preparing for year three of our Godly Play program 
that will kick off September 8th. We have decided to introduce 
some new stories to the children this year, which requires plenty of 
volunteer help. A special “Thank you” to Bobbi Miller, Elizabeth 
Wickland, Jana Peterson, Jim Johnson, and all the others who 
have donated time to make sure our kids can engage with the 
stories of Jesus. If you would prayerfully consider a donation to 
this important ministry, we would greatly appreciate it. There are 
additional costs with this new year of stories and any small 
contribution would help! You can write checks to the church and 
note “Godly Play” in the memo line. If you are interested in 
checking out the materials used for Godly Play, you can visit 
www.worshipwoodworks.com.  

Children’s church will wrap up for the Summer on August 25th. We 
have been watching a video series called “Friends and Heroes” 
and learning about characters of our 
faith tradition, including Moses, Gideon, 
David, and many more. There will not 
be Children’s Church on Sunday, 
September 1st, but childcare will be 
available. We continue to 
appreciate Sadie Klingenberg 
and the care she gives to our 
young kids. 

Children’s ministry is also accepting donations for snack time on 
Sunday mornings. Feel free to bring fruits and veggies, organic 
fruit snacks, crackers, cheese sticks, popcorn, pretzels, or other 
snacks. Snack donations can be put in the kitchen, but please let 
Mandy know it is for children’s ministry. 

Fall is an excellent time to invite new families to try our church, 
especially if they are interested in an interactive children’s 
program. Our Montessori-based Godly Play program is 
appealing to families for many reasons and this is a wonderful 
opportunity to bring young families into our community. 

Blessings!   

WHAT’S 
COMING 
THIS FALL 

Children’s Ministry 
Godly Play & Children’s 
Sunday School will kick-off 
on Sunday, Sept. 8. 

Small Groups 
We will all be learning 
together from the workbook 
‘Following King Jesus’ by 
Scot McKnight. Plan to be a 
part of one of these great 
conversations. 

Future Sermon Series 
We’ll be in our current 
Leviticus sermon series for a 
while longer, but I’m not sure 
what will come after this 
length Old Testament series. 
So, if you have any 
suggestions, I’d be glad to 
hear about what topics and/
or parts of scripture you’d 
like for us to study together. 
Let me know if you have any 
great ideas.

Two Little 
‘Whos’



The Leadership Team reviewed the First 
Baptist Church (FBC) financial report for May at 
our meeting on June 5. The Non-Designated 
General Fund balance was $99,172 as of 
5/31/19. The Pledge & Plate giving for May 
was $5,038.36. May expenses (General Fund 
+ Escrow Fund contribution) were $4,096 (no 
Sr. Pastor). The May expenses including the Sr. 
Pastor were $9,869. 

The FBC-American Baptist Foundation 
(ABF) Endowment Fund balance was $332,161 
as of 6/14/19. The Leadership Development 
Fund balance was $4,357 as of 6/14/19. 
	 First Baptist Church (FBC) kicked off summer 
by participating in the downtown Vacation Bible 
School June 17-21. The theme for the week was, 
“To Mars and Beyond.” It was a fun week of 
exploring how we can go beyond in faith, 
boldness, kindness, thankfulness, and with 
hope. FBC served snacks in our fellowship hall 
and held drama/storytelling in the sanctuary.  
Fifteen FBC children participated and sixteen 
volunteers helped serve snacks, tell stories, 
shepherd children, guide crafts, and play 
games. Pastor Jason suited up in his astronaut 
gear to play the part of “Astronaut Andy”.  
Thank you to everyone who helped make this 
week a great success! 
	 The children’s ministry team has started 
work on the new Godly Play stories. The team 
is planning a few workdays this summer. The 
first is scheduled for Wednesday, July 17 at 
12:00.  We will meet at the church for lunch 
and begin cutting fabric for the story underlays. 
Lunch will be provided. If you are planning to 
help, please bring scissors and/or a rotary 
cutter. If you have any questions, please contact 
Bobbi or Mandy. 
	 The Templed Hills Summer season has 
started. Children and youth programs are 
scheduled for the month of July. The camp hosts 
one-week programs for children in 3rd - 12th 
grade. Registration forms and camp brochures 
can be found on the table in the back of the 

sanctuary. Child and youth scholarships are 
available. Please remember to mark your 
calendars for Family Camp. It takes place over 
the Labor Day weekend, August 30th-
September 2. This weekend is always a great 
time of fellowship. Please don’t let the name, 
“Family Camp” discourage you from attending. 
If you are single or do not have children living 
at home, this weekend is still for you!  Please 
speak to Pastor Jason if you have any questions 
about Templed Hills. 

We appreciate your prayers and 
support.  Please remember to pray for Pastor 
Jason and his family. Pray that we will be a 
church that is faithful to Christ’s call to serve 
and love those around us. Thank God for the 
growing number of visitors we have had walk in 
our doors. Ask God to give us eyes to 
recognize the needs of our neighbors and a 
willingness to meet those needs. Thank God for 
the diverse body of believers that He has 
brought together to form our church family and 
the many ways He meets our needs and 
sustains our church. If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact Pastor Jason or a 
member of the Leadership Team. The 
Leadership Team includes: Robin Moore, Gary 
Cook, Austin Beard, Carl Fahlstrom, Elizabeth 
Wickland, and Bobbi Miller. 

Leadership Team Report
Bobbi Miller, Secretary // Robin Moore, Treasurer
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This Fall we will continue to focus on learning and growing together 
as a church through the use of small groups. We are planning to do 
things a little different, though, as we are encouraging all of our 
groups to study the same material at the same time. And anyone who 
is not currently involved in our Small Group Ministry is encouraged to 
participate, at least for this specific study. 
So, for 24 weeks we will all be working through a workbook called 
“Following King Jesus” by Scot McKnight. There will be a bit of 
discipleship ‘homework’ each week, followed by the opportunity to 
process your growth with your small group.  
If you are interested in leading a group, please talk to Pastor Jason. He can show you the material and 
answer any questions you may have. And please be preparing yourself to say ‘yes’ to participating in 
a small group this fall, even if you don’t normally do so. Let’s see if we can’t all learn to ‘follow King 
Jesus’ a little bit more faithfully as we learn and grow together. 

Major Events  
This Month 

Small Group Leader 
Meeting 

Sunday, August 18 after 
Worship 

Godly Play Leader 
Training 

Sunday, August 25 after 
Worship 

Templed Hills Family 
Camp 

Aug. 30 - Sept. 2

A  
Sermon 
from  
the 

front 
steps

Small Groups for the Fall
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