
A Daunting Challenge
We’ve been heading toward this moment for 
a few years. Building on a long, great legacy 
of summer picnics at members’ homes, a few 
years ago we stretched our comfort zones 
and began to have some of our summer 
picnics in parks around the city. Then last 
year we hosted a few of those events at the 
church, on nights where 
there were also things 
happening downtown. 
T h e s e eve n t s h a ve 
gotten us out into the 
community and been 
incredibly positive, but 
they still didn’t require 
anything too scary or 
hard from us. 

I ’ m w e l l a w a r e , 
however, that what we 
are inviting our church to 
this summer is pretty daunting. In an effort to 
better connect with and love our neighbors, 
we’re challenging each family in our church, 
sometime this summer, to host their own event 
where they live. There are plenty of options 
for what these events may entail—from simple 

gatherings to elaborate, from a light Ice 
Cream Social to an all-out BBQ and Potluck—
but we are inviting you to stretch your 
comfort zone, take a risk, and see if God 
doesn’t use you powerfully on your block. 

Now, to ease your stress and help you get 
started, we are hosting a 
Picnic Planning Workshop 
after worship on Sunday, 
June 23. We’ll provide a 
meal, some consultation, 
and the time and space to 
plan and prepare for your 
ne ighborhood even t . 
We’ l l he lp you walk 
through all the logistics of 
your picnic—when, where, 
what will you do, who will 
you invite, and how to get 

the word out—so all you 
need to do is show up and bring your 
summer calendar. I sincerely hope you’ll join 
us for this workshop and take us up on this 
daunting, yet fun and exciting, challenge. 

Pastor Jason



The Leadership Team reviewed the First 
Baptist Church (FBC) financial report for April at 
our meeting on May 1. The Non-Designated 
General Fund balance was $81,116 as of 
4/30/19.  The Pledge & Plate giving for April was 
$5,150.25. April expenses (General Fund + 
Escrow Fund contribution) were $3,658 (no Sr. 
Pastor). The April expenses including the Sr. 
Pastor were $9,133. 

The FBC annual budgeted gift to The Rock 
Youth Center of $504 was donated from the 
Escrow Fund in early May during the Give Big 
Gallatin Valley fundraising event. 

The second quarter transfer of $17,500 
from the FBC-American Baptist Foundation (ABF) 
Endowment Fund to the FBC General Fund was 
deposited on 5/7/19.  The FBC-ABF Endowment 
Fund balance was $343,440 as of 5/22/19.  The 
Leadership Development Fund balance was 
$4,505 as of 5/22/19. 

After some research and discussion, the 
Leadership Team decided not to renew our seven-
year contract with Thyssenkrupp Elevator Service 
when it comes due in June. We will be able to 
save FBC a substantial amount of money per year 
by working with Big Sky Elevator, and the 
Leadership Team decided that it would be to our 
advantage to try this company over the coming 
year to see if we are satisfied with their service. 

 This summer, the Children’s Ministry team 
will begin work on expanding our Godly Play 
program. The goal is to prepare thirty-two new 
stories for the children to enjoy this fall.  There 
will be many opportunities to help with this 
project. If you are interested in cutting fabric, 
sewing, sanding wooden figures, varnishing, 
organizing, or painting, please let Mandy, Bobbi, 
or Elizabeth know. In addition to expanding the 
Godly Play program, Eva Wendell and Sarah 
Flemming will be leading a new group for the 
fourth through sixth graders. The group will be 
meeting twice a month. Their plan is to spend one 
day working on a service project and one day 
enjoying a fun activity together.  Please continue 

to pray for our children’s program as we seek to 
help our children grow in faith and build 
community.  

The Leadership Team and Pastor Jason 
began a discussion about having a church wide 
book study this fall. Jason suggested the book 
Following King Jesus by Scot McKnight and Becky 
Castle Miller. The book offers 24 lessons on the 
theme of discipleship. Each lesson provides an 
opportunity for personal study and group 
discussion.  Jason asked the Leadership Team and 
the Discipleship Team to review the material and 
continue the discussion at our next meeting. 

We appreciate your prayers and support.  
Please remember to pray for Pastor Jason and his 
family. Pray that we will be a church that is 
faithful to Christ’s call to serve and love those 
around us. Ask God to give us eyes to recognize 
the needs of our neighbors and a willingness to 
meet those needs. Thank God for the diverse 
body of believers that He has brought together to 
form our church family and the many ways He 
meets our needs and sustains our church. If you 
have questions or concerns, please contact Pastor 
Jason or a member of the Leadership Team.  The 
Leadership Team includes: Robin Moore, Gary 
Cook, Austin Beard, Carl Fahlstrom, Elizabeth 
Wickland, and Bobbi Miller. 

Leadership Team Report
Bobbi Miller, Secretary // Robin Moore, Treasurer

New Playground @ Templed Hills



CHILDREN’S  
MINISTRIES

Mandy Bowker
		 June marks the end of the school year and the start of 
summer activities. Our youngest kids (ages 3 through 3rd grade) 
will continue to come downstairs during the sermon time for a 
video series called “Friends and Heroes” and explore many of the 
Bible stories not covered in Godly Play. Kids Sunday school will 
also take a break until after Labor Day, but we do have childcare 
from 9:15am-10:15am for families who would like to attend adult 
Sunday school. 
		 We are thrilled to welcome a new childcare person to our 
church! Sadie Klingenberg is a ND native living with her sister in 
Bozeman. She has a great deal of childcare experience and we 
are lucky to have her at FBC. Please say “hi” to Sadie when you 
see her! 
		 Vacation Bible School is June 17-21 from 8:30am-12pm and 
includes kids from five downtown churches as well as many other 
un-churched kids in the Gallatin Valley. Our kids will have a fun 
week exploring space and discovering all the way that God helps 
us “go beyond” with themes of faith, boldness, kindness, 
thankfulness, and hope. We have 13 children from FBC at VBS this 
year and many volunteers. Talk to 
Mandy if you would like to help in any 
way! 
	       Our tween-age youth group kids 
are planning a hike and a garden 

service project for June, so stay tuned for 
details on those events. Junior Camp at 
Templed Hills is scheduled for July 9-13 for 
kids going into 3rd, 4th, or 5th grades. Junior 
High Camp is set for July 15-20 for those 
entering 6th, 7th, or 8th grades. Talk with 
Pastor Jason if you would like a scholarship 
for camp. 

Please continue to pray that God 
would bring more young families to our 
church to join our community and experience 
the life-changing message of Jesus that our 
world so desperately needs. Have an 
amazing summer!  

WHAT’S UP 
THIS SUMMER 
Summer Picnics 
June 12 @ the Newby’s 
June 26 @ the Church 
July 10 @ the Peterson’s 
July 31 @ Bozeman Beach 
August 28 @ Member Home 

Outdoor Ministry 
June 15 - Birding with the  
    Moore’s 
Biking Day in August 
Various Hikes through the  
    Summer 

Summer Sermon Series 
After we finish our current 
sermon series about being 
good neighbors, Jason is 
planning to spend the 
summer in the book of 
Leviticus. While that book 
may seem archaic and 
outdated—and it is—it still 
offers us much wisdom about 
how to live our lives as the 
free people of God. Godly Play 

graduates
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